Bible Study for 1 December, 1998

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day, and this time we have to gather together in the name of our Lord and saviour Jesus Christ. As we open our ears and our heart to you this day, we ask Lord that you would give us that bread of life that we need to sustain us through this day; the living waters that would refresh us. As we go through this day, let us be ready to have an answer for anyone that does ask of the hope that is within us, and have enough wisdom to not respond to those that are doing nothing more than seeking to agitate. Father, we are so thankful for all that you have done for us this day...and all that you have yet in store for us, and we thank you and praise you through Christ Jesus our Lord...

Gal 6:9-11 And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not. As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith. Ye see how large a letter I have written unto you with mine own hand. (KJV)

<opentext> Why was Paul writing in such big letters???...Maybe getting old and poor eye sight??

<helpmate> I was thinking of long letter rather than big letters.

<renewed> Or large in the sense he wanted to make sure he had covered everything that was vital to their spiritual well-being.

<opentext> OR, was it that he was trying to MAKE A POINT???

<helpmate> Could be all the above.

<opentext> Don't we often times write larger, when we are trying to make a point?

<shama> yeah

<at-peace> yes

<helpmate> sometimes

<renewed> Yes, I know I do ... especially when leaving instructions to children who may try to ignore them :-)

<opentext> Yes...it could be all of the above...just trying to get us to expand our thinking...and our area of hearing Father.

<opentext> The other thing that I hear here, is that it must have been vital, for Paul to have taken the time to write it.

<helpmate> Instead of waiting till one of the brethren was there to scribe for him.

<opentext> Often times most fail to see how much Paul was concerned for each and every believer and how his heart and mind always carried the concerns of all the churches.

<opentext> Very good point Helen.

<at-peace> Paul was weary in well doing, but was not going to faint, but to continue to press forward?

<helpmate> Urgency

<opentext> How often do we feel or sense the urgency of the Word?

<renewed> Not often enough.

<helpmate> It happens more often now.

<opentext> Every time we are asked of the hope that is within us, do we sense the urgency, and that it is a matter of life and death being addressed?

<at-peace> More often than before.

<renewed> Beginning to sense that more and more.

<at-peace> ditto

<renewed> As the things of this world become less and less important.

<opentext> Unless we have studied for Father's approval...we may give the wrong response, or speak more than Father would have us to.

Heb 4:11 Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after the same example of unbelief. (KJV)

<opentext> People are always watching our example...whether we realize it or not. It takes a real effort on our part, to enter into that rest of Father, to know that we are doing exactly as He asks of us. Unless we have studied for His approval, we will be apt to add our own two cents worth onto the end...or maybe give our opinion.

<renewed> yes sometimes not always an easy thing, when others are pressuring you to do things

2 Pet 1:10 Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall: (KJV)

<opentext> The world will always be pressuring us....they will always be trying to get us to join them....why?

<helpmate> So they are not alone.

<renewed> Because we become a prick to their conscience if we don't.

<shama> cuz they don’t want to be alone.

<at-peace> Because they are don't want to be alone.

John 15:19 If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you. (KJV)

<opentext> Yes, by doing good and hating evil...we become a thorn in their side....so they have to try to rid themselves of the thorn.

<helpmate> If we become like them...the thorn is removed.

<opentext> If we compromise the Word....do we really love or hate our neighbor?

<opentext> Exactly Helen.

<helpmate> hate

<renewed> We hate them if we compromise the Word.

<shama> hate

<at-peace> We would be hating our neighbor.

Gal 6:10 As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, (KJV)

<helpmate> Be ready with that answer.

<opentext> So at the proper moment..(opportunity)...we are to do good...and good is the example that Jesus Christ set for us...it is not always popular...but that which Father asks of us. Anyone here never gave the answer, because they knew it would not be popular?

<helpmate> yup

<at-peace> yes

<renewed> yes

<shama> yeah

blessed> Yesterday

<opentext> Unless we are at peace with Father...and confident of the work that He has begun in us, how can we speak that which He asks of us?

<renewed> we can't 

<at-peace> we can't

<helpmate> we can’t

<opentext> We can't...and we won't, for we will give into the pressure. We will speak what people want to hear, rather then what they need to hear. How sure are we of the promises of God?

<big_L> So unless we feel confident in Father it is better to keep silent, because it may be that we would lead someone astray?

<opentext> Exactly Kathy...until we know the answer He would have us give.

<helpmate> Very sure, for God cannot lie.

<renewed> Each day becoming more and more sure as I spend time in His Word.

<shama> I’m learning them day by day.

<opentext> Look closely at these next verses, and hear the promise of God in them, and take them for yourself.

<at-peace> Trusting more daily.

Rev 21:3-4 And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God. And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away. (KJV)

<helpmate> The new man in Christ.

2 Cor 5:17-18 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation; (KJV)

<helpmate> And we are seated with Him in heavenly places. Are....meaning it has already happened.

Eph 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ (KJV)

<opentext> Who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings. 

<renewed> Father has

<helpmate> Father

<at-peace> Father

<opentext> Please note...hath blessed us ...with ALL spiritual blessings... Do we utilize them all?

<helpmate> It has already happened.

<renewed> They are already ours.

<helpmate> Not always.

<at-peace> No... not always.

<shama> no

<opentext> So we keep pressing towards the mark of the prize...the high calling.

<helpmate> Yes we do.

<at-peace> Willing to continue to grow, and to utilize all that Father has blessed us with through Christ Jesus.

Phil 3:13-15 Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded: and if in any thing ye be otherwise minded, God shall reveal even this unto you. (KJV)

<opentext> Do we become satisfied with what Father has shown us?

<renewed> No, because there is always more for Him to show us ....

<big_L> We never should be satisfied but always pressing for more.

<helpmate> We should be satisfied with what He has shown us, but at the same time we should want more.

<opentext> And if in any thing ye be otherwise minded, God shall reveal even this unto you. And if you note...that is what the end of verse 15 tells us also.

Ps 34:14-17 Depart from evil, and do good; seek peace, and pursue it. The eyes of the LORD are upon the righteous, and his ears are open unto their cry. The face of the LORD is against them that do evil, to cut off the remembrance of them from the earth. The righteous cry, and the LORD heareth, and delivereth them out of all their troubles.(KJV)

<opentext> Please note verse 17-- some of their troubles??

<big_L> All

<helpmate> ALL

<at-peace> All of their troubles.

<shama> No...all.

<opentext> So...if we are having troubles...have we cried to God, or addressed the issue properly?

<helpmate> No we haven't.

<at-peace> No... we have been trying to do it on our own.

<opentext> One thing I have learned...is that if I am still having problems....the fault is NEVER on Father's end.

<big_L> opentext, but that verse doesn’t give a time frame either. I mean if we have cried, and just because it didn’t happen overnight could it still be that Father will deliver us?

2 Cor 6:2 (For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation have I succoured thee: behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.) (KJV)

<opentext> Do we always believe God will act in our behalf...or most of the time, do we hope? Hope is for tomorrow, faith is for today. When we ask of Father... do we always thank Him right away, knowing that we have the answer?

<renewed> There can be trouble all around us, but we can be at peace because our focus is on Father?

Phil 4:6-7 Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. (KJV)

<opentext> Yes Cheryl.

<big_L> I don’t understand, sorry, so if we do not get an answer immediately then we are not right?

<opentext> Note verse 6....prayer...talking with Father...supplication...the supply list.....and thanking Him immediately if not sooner...knowing that He has heard, and has answered. Most only hope that He has heard and answered...few have confidence that He hears and answers immediately...since they have not built up a trust in His Word, and in His promises. If we do not get the answer right away... have we really believed God? Or have we just hoped that He heard us? Are we expecting the answer in His time that is always right, or in our time?

<big_L> But aren’t we suppose to "trust" that he has?

<opentext> Yes we are..... but do we always trust?....If we waver and have to ask Him again and again...did we really believe that He heard us?

<opentext> That is why it is so important to note verse 6...prayer, supplication...with thanksgiving...for when do you thank someone?

<big_L> So its wrong to ask for something more than once( I’m just trying to understand)?

<opentext> We walk by faith, not by sight! (We walk by what we know, not by what we see)

<at-peace> After you have received something from them.

<renewed> After you have received the gift or help ... it already being done.

<big_L> You thank them when they have done or given you something.

<shama> When they do/give you something.

<opentext> Kathy...if we believe that He heard and answered, why would one ask a second time? And if God is a spirit...and He answers right away in the Spirit.... do we always see it right away in the flesh?

<renewed> no

<helpmate> No we don't.

<at-peace> No we don't.

<opentext> The Centurion did not see the results right away of the healing that took place for his son, but went away believing.

<big_L> But there was a parable of the woman that kept asking the judge and he avenged her because of her persistence.

<renewed> Yes, because he had faith in the authority of the one he asked of.

<helpmate> From Dave I Jn 5:14-15 And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us: And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired of him. (KJV)

<opentext> If you go look at that teaching...the woman only went once....but the unjust judge said *** within himself*** that she would keep coming....we have to read what the Word says...not what others have told us they think that it says. In other words...the widow knew her rights and authority...and went with that confidence, and the judge saw that determination in her. We have to read that which the Word says....not what others have told us it says...or what we want it to say.....but that which Father addresses with it...and the Word can never, and will never contradict itself.

<opentext> We will close here for today.

<opentext> any questions?

<blessed> Yes,

<blessed> This is something that I have questioned lately too. Does the Bible not tell us to ask and keep on asking?

<opentext> No it does not.

Phil 4:6 Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. (KJV)

<opentext> Note ...prayer...supplication...with thanksgiving.

<big_L> In revelation it says our prayers come up like a memorial to God what does that mean? All of them collectively, not just a certain prayer over and over?

Luke 18:3-5 And there was a widow in that city; and she came unto him, saying, Avenge me of mine adversary. And he would not for a while: but afterward he said within himself, Though I fear not God, nor regard man; Yet because this widow troubleth me, I will avenge her, lest by her continual coming she weary me. (KJV)

<opentext> 4And he would not for a while: but afterward he said within himself, 

<blessed> Yes , I do understand this parable.

<opentext> He said within himself....that he saw her determination....otherwise she will be here again and again till I do....it does NOT say the widow went more then once.

<helpmate> Prayer is singular.....once

<opentext> The widow did go KNOWING her rights and authority under the law.

<helpmate> Matt 6:7 But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think that they shall be heard for their much speaking. (KJV)

<blessed> I was thinking about other scriptures. Do you know which ones that might be mistaken for this misunderstanding of the word on prayer?

<renewed> The other scripture often used is the one where the neighbor came pounding on the door for bread.

<opentext> We have to rightly divide the Word.

<big_L> So praying about a situation more than once is wrong?

<opentext> Let me ask you this question, before anyone else says anything. How many times did Jesus Christ have to ask Father for things? For we know it is His example that we are to follow!!! We do not like to admit that we have been taught wrong...and it is amazing how we will defend these old things...without going back to the Word, and hear what Father has to say.

<at-peace> Once and always with thanksgiving, for He always trusted Father.

<opentext> Exactly Charlene.

<shama> If we believe He has answered then we only need to ask once, knowing that it is in His timing.

<big_L> Sometimes its hard to just ask once.

<opentext> Exactly steph....and then to be thankful.

<at-peace> And continue to thank Him. 

<opentext> We ask more then once...when we do not think Father heard us the first time

<big_L> Which would be doubt correct?

<opentext> Yes it would.

<opentext> If you knew God heard and answered....why would you ask again?

<renewed> Seeing it as being completed in the spiritual and leaving it to be manifested in the physical.

<opentext> Exactly Cheryl.

<big_L> Thank you for the correction this morning of the scriptures, I still have a lot of things to unlearn.

<renewed> Me to Kathy .. a few more weeds pulled this morning!

<opentext> We all do Kathy, in the past we have believed everything man has taught us from behind the pulpit...and did not do as the Bereans did with Paul...they went to the Word daily...to see if the things taught were so. That is why you always hear me say....check out all that is taught...even from here...that is your responsibility.

<at-peace> Yes we do... and have learned more this morning in Father's ways.

