Bible Study for 17 November, 1998

<at-peace> Father we gather together this morning to hear your precious Word of life, and ask Father that you would prepare our ears and hearts that we may hear and receive all that you have for us this day....that would enable each of us to grow this day in being an example of the believers, continuing to honestly point one more to you Father through your precious Son Christ Jesus.... Father we are so thankful for watching over our brother larry as he is away going about your business that you have asked of him... we give you Father and you alone, all of the praise, honor, glory, and thanksgiving in the name of Christ Jesus our Lord and Saviour...
Gal 6:7, Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man
soweth, that shall he also reap. (KJV)
<opentext> Deception, or being deceived, causes one to turn their nose up at and to
God. They think more highly of themselves, then what is good for their spiritual well
being. But he assures them that this their way is their folly, for, though hereby
they may possibly impose upon others, yet they do but deceive themselves if they
think to impose upon God, who is perfectly acquainted with their hearts as well as
actions, and, as he cannot be deceived, so he will not be mocked; and therefore, to
prevent this, he directs us to lay down as a rule to ourselves, That whatsoever a man soweth that shall he also reap; or that according as we behave ourselves now, so will our account be in the great day. (from Matthew Henry's Commentary)
Prov 1:27-31, When your fear cometh as desolation, and your destruction cometh as a whirlwind; when distress and anguish cometh upon you. Then shall they call upon me, but I will not answer; they shall seek me early, but they shall not find me: For that they hated knowledge, and did not choose the fear of the LORD: They would none of my counsel: they despised all my reproof. Therefore shall they eat of the fruit of their own way, and be filled with their own devices. (KJV)
<opentext> When one is deceived...they **choose** not to hear Father's counsel, but
rather heap to themselves, teachers that will soothe the itch that is in their ears. They will not hear nor acknowledge the truth....they turn away from Father's correction, and go about to establish their own righteousness. 
<opentext> whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. God's laws will always prevail....not always in what we think is in the proper time, but it will always be manifest in Father's appointed time
Prov 6:12-15, A naughty person, a wicked man, walketh with a froward mouth. He winketh with his eyes, he speaketh with his feet, he teacheth with his fingers; Frowardness is in his heart, he deviseth mischief continually; he soweth discord. Therefore shall his calamity come suddenly; suddenly shall he be broken without remedy. (KJV)
<opentext> def for froward...
1. `iqqesh (ik-kashe'); from 6140; distorted; hence, false: KJV-- crooked, froward, perverse.
Luke 16:25, But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented. (KJV)
<opentext> whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. Many times, we wish that we would see God avenge us now....however...it is all in Father's appointed time. We often times forget, that all those that live Godly in Christ Jesus...**shall** suffer persecution. Yet...how often is it, that when persecution arises....we think or wonder what we have done wrong?
<shama> Often
<big_L> Every time
<now-faith> Often
<at-peace> Often... find that I examine myself for fault.
<helpmate> Am getting better at knowing where it is coming from.
<opentext> What did Jesus Christ do wrong, to be tempted by the devil after 40 days
of prayer and fasting?
<helpmate> Not a thing
<at-peace> Nothing
<shama> Nothing wrong
<helpmate> Just being
<opentext> This is why, when persecution arises, we need to go to Father, to seek
His wisdom and His counsel...rather than always wondering **what did I do
wrong?** Jesus Christ by being obedient to Father....got people to rise up against them, because His lifestyle brought conviction to them.
Prov 26:17-22, He that passeth by, and meddleth with strife belonging not to him, is like one that taketh a dog by the ears. As a mad man who casteth firebrands, arrows, and death, So is the man that deceiveth his neighbour, and saith, Am not I in sport? Where no wood is, there the fire goeth out: so where there is no talebearer, the strife ceaseth. As coals are to burning coals, and wood to fire; so is a contentious man to kindle strife. The words of a talebearer are as wounds, and they go down into the innermost parts of the belly. (KJV)
<opentext> When problems arise...we do not always have to figure that we have to have an answer, it should be enough to know that we are on God's side. Many times, we can accomplish more by being silent. A fool will always expose himself for what they really are.
<at-peace> If we were more often silent, we would not be helping to heap coals on, but helping to extinguish it.
<helpmate> Eccl 5:3 For a dream cometh through the multitude of business; and a fool's
voice is known by multitude of words. (KJV)
<at-peace> By only speaking that which Father would have us speak.
<opentext> Jesus Christ witnessed a God confession before Pilate...and what did
He say?
<big_L> Nothing
<at-peace> Nothing
<helpmate> Not a word
<opentext> Exactly...He knew His relationship with Father...and He did not have to justify Himself before man.
Rom 16:17-18, Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them. For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple. (KJV)
<big_L> opentext, but Christ also said to forgive so how do you know when you should not forgive and avoid?
<opentext> We should always forgive, that is a given, if they are pulling us down...and detrimental to our spiritual well being, then we should also avoid.
Gal 6:8, For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting. (KJV)
Rom 8:6-8, For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. (KJV)
Rom 13:14, But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof. (KJV)
<opentext> How often is it, that we try to provide for the flesh...rather then insure the well being of our spirit man?
<big_L> Most of the time
<shama> Sometimes too often
<helpmate> Too many times
<at-peace> Often
<opentext> For to be carnally (fleshly) minded is death. Operating in, and pleasing the carnal mind is death, the carnal or fleshly mind...always wars against God's spiritual instructions. How many of you, would have confidence that Father would provide from a few loaves and fishes...enough to feed the thousands in front of you?
<big_L> I would have a hard time really believing that.
<opentext> Or would you be looking at what appeared to be so little, trying to meet the needs f so many?
<shama> M fleshly mind would take over and doubt.
<opentext> Tis is why we study for Father's approval....waiting in and on His answers, that we will have the proper spiritual food, at the proper time, for those that He puts before us...not ones that we chase down.
Rom 7:5-6, For when we were in the flesh, the motions of sins, which were by the law, did work in our members to bring forth fruit unto death. But now we are delivered from the law, that being dead wherein we were held; that we should serve in newness of spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter. (KJV)
<helpmate> Newness of the spirit....the new man in Christ.
<opentext> Note...we **should** serve in the newness of spirit.
<opentext> very good Helen
<opentext> And also note...serve...most of us want to be waited on. Don't most of us want to be waited on??
<helpmate> Yes....but we should be the servants to all.
<big_L> Yes
<at-peace> Yes, at times we do.
<shama> Yeah we get lazy and sit back and wait for others to do it for us, instead of serving others
<opentext> At times...don't we even say...Father send someone to feed me??
<renewed> Yes
<shama> Yeah
<helpmate> Instead of studying for His approval.
<at-peace> Yes, like send someone to give us the answers, instead of seeking them out from Father
<opentext> We forget to work out our own salvation....with reverence and respect towards Father, and understand all that He has made available to us. Often times we forget the rest of 2Tim 2:15...with NO reason to be ashamed before Father....rightly dividing the Word of truth.
2 Pet 2:19-21, While they promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of corruption: for of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage. For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning. For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them. (KJV)
<opentext> And if we are led by the flesh...this will be the end result.
<helpmate> Some shall depart the faith.
<opentext> We have to hold fast our profession of faith...without wavering....we cannot be tossed to and fro by every wind of doctrine that blows through town.
<opentext> Yes Helen...they will depart...that will listen to and believe the lie, more than the truth. When we operate in and of the flesh...we then tend to want to please man, rather then Father.
Gal 6:8, but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting. (KJV)
Ps 126:5-6, They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him. (KJV)
<opentext> Whatever a man sows...that is what will be in his garden, when he stands before Father....what is it that is growing in your garden today?
<opentext> Any questions from today?
<opentext> Tomorrow and Thursday...Greg will be teaching here....so please be patient with him....as it takes time to allow Father to teach one to share in this manner.
<big_L> opentext the flesh is so hard to get under control and to begin to learn to allow
Father to help us grow to trust him.
<helpmate> It is hard....but not impossible.
<big_L> No, no I know its not :)
<opentext> Yes it is Kathy, because we have let it have its way for sooooo many years
Phil 4:13 I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me. (KJV)
<big_L> opentext you were talking about people that cause division that we should stay away from them. Can they be won again?
<opentext> We have to learn to be as patient with ourselves as Father is...and move forward with confidence that He will complete the work that we allowed Him to begin.
Kathy.....I have a full time job keeping myself in line...without worrying about anyone else, they will have to give account of themselves....I need to keep myself in line with the Word....and not be concerned with what anyone else is doing.
<big_L> I apologize for asking I never meant it in that way.
<opentext> No need to apologize Kathy...it is a very good question...it is that we need to be first concerned with our relationship with Father...and know that which He wants us to know, before He can use us to look for that **one more**. There is always victory in Christ, so it is always a matter of whether or not, they decide to return to their first love.
<big_L> Ok thank you
<opentext> Joyful to be of service Kathy
<shama> Great study thank you.......I kept hearing today about how we are to have the mind of Christ...so our fleshly mind isn’t in control.
<opentext> That is it Steph...having the Word in our heart so that the mind will stay renewed with it.
<shama> And then the flesh is in subjection to the Spirit.
<opentext> exactly
Ps 126:5-6, They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him. (KJV)
<opentext> Bearing precious seed....the precious seed...is the Word
<shama> It always is when we haven’t spent time in the Word that our flesh sneaks back into control....I know with me anyway!
<opentext> Exactly...for we have neglected to feed the spirit man, so that it is stronger than the flesh.
<shama> Yes and its so much easier to resist Satan’s darts when the spirit is fed more than the flesh.
<opentext> The shield of faith.
<shama> Ah yeah and faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God......:-) makes sense :-))
<opentext> Able to quench ALL of the fiery darts, the living waters will extinguish EVERY lie
<shama> wow yeah
<greg> mk 4:19 says the cares of this world enter in, so at some point they had to be outside, we allow it to enter in.
<shama> Yes we do
<opentext> The devil can have no place with us...unless we invite him in.
<big_L> But the scriptures say that we have to be in the world but not of the world is that meaning we must keep those cares out?
<opentext> We are in the world...but not of the world.
<greg> ephs 4:27 says to neither give place to the devil.
<helpmate> As long as we are on the earth....we are in the world.
<greg> The word place means an opportunity.
<big_L> yes I understand that.
<big_L> opentext so anything that Satan does to us we have to allow first?
<opentext> Exactly Kathy.
<opentext> He has no power except for what we give him.
<big_L> Then folks cannot say they lost out with Father because of Satan,or can they, because they allowed him to?
<opentext> Exactly...it always comes back to their choice.
<big_L> And with Job, if he hadn’t let it happen, Satan could have not taken his children?
<opentext> Exactly, we are either serving God or the devil...there is no in between point
<big_L> opentext :) one more question. In the situation here if I do not allow Satan in to hurt me Father will protect me?
<opentext> Sure, greater is He that is in you, then he that is in the world. God has not given us the spirit of fear...but power...Christ His Son...and so loved us that he gave...and when we remember these first two...it will bring about a sound mind
<big_L> I need that sound mind right now.
<big_L> :)
<opentext> Now faith, right now.. with His Word. His perfect love...casts out all fear.
<big_L> And its in his word I will find that sound mind?
<opentext> As you allow the Word to come into you, and be a part of you, is what will bring this to pass
<shama> When Satan attacks us and we listen to his lies....does that mean that we are serving him...or just that we have given him control in that situation?
<opentext> Given him control in that situation.
<big_L> So we messed up and can just ask forgiveness and go on?
<opentext> Exactly
<big_L> I mean Father will just forgive?
<opentext> He will forgive as fast as we ask through Christ Jesus.
