Bible Study for 4 November, 1998 

opentext changes topic to "This gate of the Lord! Psa.118:19-24 Bible Study in progress, all are welcome!" 

<opentext> cheryl..would you like to open in prayer? 

<renewed> Father we come before you this day, with expectant hearts and open ears to hear and learn all that you have for each one of this day. We thank you for this time together as a family to feast at your table, and that you supply each and every one of us with what we have need of for today. I pray that you would be with kathy in the coming days, and with larry and helen as they continue on with the work that you have asked of them each and every day, I ask all of this in the name of your son Christ Jesus. 

Gal 6:4, But let every man prove his own work, and then shall he have rejoicing in himself alone, and not in another. (KJV) 

<opentext> We study for Father's approval, not any man's. If we are truly seeking to please Father, it will not matter what any man says about us. Yet, how often have we studied, or learned to impress some person? 

<renewed> quite often, as that is how we are taught to do it in the world 

<shama> too often 

<at-peace> often 

Ps 26:2-3, Examine me, O LORD, and prove me; try my reins and my heart. For thy lovingkindness is before mine eyes: and I have walked in thy truth. (KJV) 

<opentext> Being confident, of the work that He has begun in us...and the confidence to know that He will continue it, as long as we allow Him to. Each day, we should be asking Father to teach us and show us the things that He knows that we have need of 

Heb 4:12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.(KJV) 

<opentext> Our thoughts are not always His thoughts...our ways are not always His way 

Jer 17:10 I the LORD search the heart, I try the reins, even to give every man according to his ways, and according to the fruit of his doings. (KJV) 

<big_L> So we might think we have need of knowing something yet Father doesn't give us the knowledge because it might not be His timing? 

<opentext> Father always knows what we need of next, for the foundation to be built upon properly 

<opentext> We may think we need one thing, yet Father knows exactly what we have need of, before we ask of Him 

Eph 5:13 But all things that are reproved are made manifest by the light: for whatsoever doth make manifest is light.(KJV) 

2 Tim 3:16-17 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.(KJV) 

<opentext> So it us up to us, the individual, to hear what Father has for us each day 

1 Cor 11:28-31, But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup. For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord's body. For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep. For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged. (KJV) 

<opentext> As cheryl opened in prayer today, that we are eating the bread of life at Father's table this day... are we sincere as we sit to eat with Him? 

<renewed> yes, I am 

<at-peace> yes 

<shama> yes. 

<opentext> Are our motives, that we will grow closer to Him, and be the servant that He wants us to be? 

<shama> absolutely 

<at-peace> yes 

<renewed> yes 

Gal 6:4 But let every man prove his own work, and then shall he have rejoicing in himself alone, and not in another. (KJV) 

<opentext> We should be out to prove ourselves to Father, not any man....this is what the body of Christ is all about 

Prov 14:14-16, The backslider in heart shall be filled with his own ways: and a good man shall be satisfied from himself. The simple believeth every word: but the prudent man looketh well to his going. A wise man feareth, and departeth from evil: but the fool rageth, and is confident. (KJV) 

<opentext> It always comes to the confidence of the work that Father has begun in us. If we are hearing His voice....why do we need affirmation from some man? 

<renewed> we don't 

<shama> we don't 

<at-peace> we don't 

<opentext> work out your own salvation..... 

<opentext> The task of any memeber of the body of Christ, is to always point others to Father, through Jesus Christ, and hopefully one day get to the place where Paul was, where he could say, be followers of me as I am of Christ 

2 Cor 1:12, For our rejoicing is this, the testimony of our conscience, that in simplicity and godly sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom, but by the grace of God, we have had our conversation in the world, and more abundantly to you-ward. (KJV) 

<opentext> When we get to the place, that we only speak the words that we hear the Father speak, and do the things we see the Father do....we will have confidence always of the work that He is doing in us. I know we all hear Father, but do we always obey? 

<at-peace> no 

<renewed> no, I know I don't 

<shama> no 

<opentext> Don't we usually second guess Father? 

<big_L> yes 

<shama> yes 

<at-peace> yes 

<renewed> yes 

<opentext> And when we second guess...isn't that when we try to find some man's opinion? 

<shama> yes 

<at-peace> yes 

<opentext> We try to find a way that is more appealing to us 

I Jn 3:19-21, And hereby we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before him. For if our heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart, and knoweth all things. Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, then have we confidence toward God. (KJV) 

<opentext> Our heart always lets us know when we are venturing out on our own 

<opentext> The true way to have rejoicing in ourselves is to be much in proving our own works, in examining ourselves by the unerring rule of God's word, and not by the false measures of what others are, or may think of us. (from Matthew Henry's Commentary) 

<opentext> We do not compare ourselves to others, since each person has the task that Father has asked of them. I do not concern myself with what others think of me...only that each day I hear Father say...well done my child 

<shama> A few months ago Father asked me, if it was other people, that decide if I get to be with Him for eternity or not! And if not, then to get my eyes off them, and what they think of me...... and onto the Only One that will let me in! 

<opentext> exactly steph, and obviously you knew it was Him, and listened to His counsel 

<shama> absolutely 

<opentext> steph...what kind of peace did that put in your heart? 

<shama> A peace that passes all understanding 

Phil 4:7 And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.(KJV) 

<opentext> How often in the past, have we judged our walk with God, by what other people thought or said of us? 

<shama> all the time, before 

<renewed> too often 

<at-peace> yup, too often 

<opentext> If Paul had listened to what others thought and said about him, how many of the epistles do you think we would have today? 

<renewed> very few if any 

<shama> not one 

<opentext> helen said maybe Philippians 

<at-peace> probably not any 

<opentext> for they were seeking the truth 

<opentext> If Father never corrected us, where would any of us be at? 

<renewed> not very far on our walk 

<at-peace> ummm...not in a good place 

Matt 7:13-15 Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it. Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.(KJV) 

<opentext> The wolves are pointing to the wide gate...just like a carnival barker.... they try to incite the crowd, and get people to follow one another. Only one or two people are able to start a riot, and soon thousands have joined in....all because of one or two people 

<opentext> This is the same way the devil tries to sway us, to follow what others are doing..... to get caught up in the emotions 

<sham> chasing the wonders and gifts instead of the Giver 

<opentext> exactly 

Matthew 7:12-14 PP9 First, "You will have abundance of liberty in that way; the gate is wide, and stands wide open to tempt those that go right on their way. You may go in at this gate with all your lusts about you; it gives no check to your appetites, ....... this broad way. Secondly, "You will have abundance of company in that way: many there be that go in at this gate, and walk in this way." If we follow the multitude, it will be to do evil: if we go with the crowd, it will be the wrong way. It is natural for us to incline to go down the stream, and do as the most do; but it is too great a compliment, to be willing to be damned for company, and to go to hell with them, because they will not go to heaven with us: if many perish, we should be the more cautious.(from Matthew Henry's Commentary) 

<opentext> And yet, don't we often try to follow the crowd? 

<shama> yeah 

<renewed> yes because we thought there was safety in numbers 

<opentext> To base our decisions on what others are doing? 

<renewed> yes 

<opentext> Any wonder why the Lord said...where 2 or 3 are gathered together in His name...there He is 

<at-peace> yes, sometimes 

It is much more desirable to have matter of glorying in ourselves than in another. If we have the testimony of our consciences that we are accepted of God, we need not much concern ourselves about what others think or say of us; and without this the good opinion of others will stand us in little stead. (from Matthew Henry's Commentary) 

<opentext> Today, this day, being confident of this very thing, that He which has begun this good work in you, will continue it...as long as you allow Him to. Today...will you be satisfied of what He asks of you? It may be just to pray for someone.....it may be just to study for His approval.......it matters not what He asks, will you be willing? 

<opentext> Be an example of the believers! 

<opentext> Any questions from today's study? 

<big_L> I have one 
<opentext> sure kathy 

<big_L> What do we do with the scripture that says obey them that have rule over you, if we dont answer to any man? 

<opentext> Those who have rule over us, are those that are serving God through Jesus Christ 

<big_L> So we are to answer to them? 

Heb 13:7-8 Remember them which have the rule over you, who have spoken unto you the word of God: whose faith follow, considering the end of their conversation. Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.(KJV) 

<opentext> Only if Father asks us to answer...it takes much more confidence to be silent 

<big_L> Maybe answer was not the right word 

<opentext> We set the example....that does not always mean that we have to answer verbally 

<big_L> I'm not understanding :( 

<opentext> kathy...do we answer a fool? 

<big_L> No, and that isnt really what I meant. Does Father put leaders over us to help us? I mean Godly leaders 

<opentext> Yes, but we have to know the Word, to know who those leaders are....this is why we line everything up with the Word, just as the Bereans did with Paul 

<big_L> You mean just as you showed me last week with elders ( I think) 

<opentext> yes 

1 Pet 5:2-3 Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; Neither as being lords over God's heritage, but being ensamples to the flock.(KJV) 

<opentext> Note the order given in these verses, above all, those that Father has as teachers, will set the example 

<big_L> opentext are teachers the same as the flock? 

<opentext> They do not lord it over others, but rather recognize the task that Father has asked of them 

<opentext> We are all a part of the flock... 

<big_L> But aren't you more important? 

<opentext> no 

<opentext> The more we know of the Word, the more of a servant we become 

<big_L> Are you to show someone their way to Father just as I am to? 

<opentext> exactly, setting the example, that others may choose to follow 

<big_L> I was taught so wrongly 

<opentext> We all were kathy, because we had looked to man instead of the Word 

<big_L> Father doesn't esteem one man over another because of their calling? 

<opentext> kathy...if I was so important...wouldn't Father have the people come to me, instead of having me drive all over the country? 

<big_L> yes 

<opentext> and yet, what does Father ask of me? 

<big_L> to go and teach 

<big_L> I'm not questioning you personally I promise 

<opentext> What did He ask of Paul? 

<big_L> I'm just trying to understand 

<opentext> I know kathy 

<big_L> He asked Paul to go 

<opentext> hmmmm...so then a true servant of the Lord, will be out looking for the one that is looking for help... the one that has been separated from the flock 

<big_L> Leaving the flock to find the one like coming here to see me 

Luke 15:4-6 What man of you, having an hundred sheep, if he lose one of them, doth not leave the ninety and nine in the wilderness, and go after that which is lost, until he find it? And when he hath found it, he layeth it on his shoulders, rejoicing. And when he cometh home, he calleth together his friends and neighbours, saying unto them, Rejoice with me; for I have found my sheep which was lost. (KJV) 

<opentext> Exactly kathy...that is how precious **one** is to Father 

<big_L> ok 

Matt 24:37-39 But as the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, And knew not until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. (KJV) 

<opentext> People are so preoccupied with self...that they cannot hear the Word of the Lord 

<big_L> As when men who are suppose to be "sent of God' are too busy to come when you need them even though that is suppose to be why they are in that position 

<opentext> Most that are in the ministry have NOT been called by God 

Acts 17:24-25 God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands; Neither is worshipped with men's hands, as though he needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things; (KJV) 

<opentext> We, the believer are the temple of the living God...not any stone cold building 

<big_L> opentext, there have been times you have asked me why would God needed my money when its all His anyway - is this scripture saying that in a sense 

<opentext> Yes it is kathy 

<big_L> ok I am beginning to understand 

<opentext> kathy...if we had to buy our salvation..none of us here would make it 

<big_L> I understand 

<opentext> great kathy 

