Bible Study 23 December 1998

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day, this day that you have made that we can and should rejoice and be glad in... as we gather before your throne this day, Father we ask that you feed us with your manna, and give us to drink of your living waters, that it would enable us to be the stronger, more capable servants for that which you ask of us through Christ Jesus our Lord...

Gal 6:17-18 From henceforth let no man trouble me: for I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus. > 18Brethren, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen. (KJV)

Isa 53:3-5 He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 4Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. 5But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. (KJV)

<opentext> We get down and out, when we are despised and rejected of men...even our spouses or such

<opentext> what we hear Paul saying in verse 17, is that he has finally come to the realization, that serving Father through Jesus Christ, is going to cause the same things...

<opentext> It is only as we act and operate in the Spirit, that we are able to walk above these things, for we are seeking to please Father, and not any man

<opentext> If you will recall a few verses earlier, Paul talked about those that were trying to make a fair shew in the flesh....those that were trying to appease people, as well as hold people in bondage

Paul has come to the realization, that it is only the truth that can set the people free....nothing else...there is liberty in Christ...not bondage to the weak and beggarly elements

<opentext> We sometimes forget....

John 3:6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. (KJV)

<opentext> And yet, so often, that which is born of the Spirit, we try to get to operate by the ways of the flesh...and they do not mix. If you will recall the third chapter, where Paul told them, that they began in the Spirit, and now assumed they were made perfect by following the flesh

Gal 6:17-18 From henceforth let no man trouble me: for I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus. 18Brethren, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen. (KJV)

<opentext> We are talking about how Paul bore in his body the marks of the Lord Jesus, and what they might be

Isa 53:3-4 3He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 4Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. (KJV)

<opentext> Just as Jesus Christ was despised and rejected of men, so too was Paul...as he sought a closer walk with God. Often times, we think that because we are serving God, and doing that which He asks of us, that we should be well liked and sought after. We may be sought after, but not for the reasons the flesh would want to be

2 Tim 4:16-17 At my first answer no man stood with me, but all men forsook me: I pray God that it may not be laid to their charge. 17Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me; (KJV)

<opentext> Paul in writing to Timothy, but a few years before his departure from earth....says quite plainly, that as he learned more about who and what Jesus Christ accomplished for us, the less people wanted to do with him. Hard to imagine that **no one** wanted to hear what Paul had to share

<at-peace> Yes it is 

<helpmate> They were all in their little **comfort** zone

<renewed> The people were still caught up in traditions they didn't want to part with ...

<marie> How sad

<opentext> As we study the Bible though, we can see that it has been like this since man fell.....they do what **they think** is pleasing to God, rather then that which Father asks. As most people study the Bible, they pick out the verses that they like, and ignore any verses that have to do with correction or chastisement

<marie> Yes I want to learn to wait for Father to tell me what to do

<helpmate> lol...it is like eating swiss cheese.....eating the holes and leaving the cheese

<marie> When I am in pain I hear him

<helpmate> You do not get a whole lot out of it...no nourishment at all

renewed> No you don't ... we need to see all of the Word as a blessing .....

<at-peace> That is true... you don't get that which will cause growth

<opentext> Judy...yes...and that is because we have been taught to go to God when we need something, or things are wrong....so we have not learned to have an everyday relationship with Him

Gal 6:17 From henceforth let no man trouble me: for I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus. (KJV)

<marie> What does that mean for I bear the mark of the Lord Jesus, bear the mark

<opentext> And that is what is interesting in Paul’s comments as he closes out the letter to the Galatians....he is saying boldly...that he will no longer be swayed by what man may say, think or do to him, against that which Father has shown him and opened to him

<helpmate> Paul had been tortured many times and it must have left many physical scars

<marie> ok

<at-peace> It was all for speaking the truth in love

<opentext> Paul is not only talking about the physical scars...as he know that he receives a glorified body once he leaves here....but just as Jesus Christ was despised and rejected of men...Paul also was...the more he learned of who he was in Christ Jesus, the more people rejected and despised him

<marie> That happens to me

<opentext> It is interesting to note, that Paul says that ...bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus....so part of what I hear there...is those inner scars...the emotions and feelings of rejection as well....these do not heal the same or as fast as physical wounds

<renewed> no they don't

<at-peace> nope

<marie> That’s also why I need to watch what comes out of my mouth also

<helpmate> Circumcision on the heart leaves a mark *in the body*

<at-peace> Paul was willing to give up all of his life for the furtherance of the gospel of Christ

<opentext> And we have to also remember, that through much of this epistle, Paul spoke against the accusations that were made against him, as being an apostle and such....and we can hear and see, that Paul is not going to justify himself against man anymore

<helpmate> So that one more might accept the knowledge and love of Jesus Christ

<opentext> very good points

<opentext> If we will always remember, that we were a **one more**....we will have more compassion, as well as patience, with those that father puts in our path

<marie> yes, I forget that

<renewed> Coming to that place of realizing Christ is our justification, and we don't need to try to justify ourselves ....

Gal 6:18 Brethren, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen. (KJV)

<opentext> It is also interesting to note...that Paul in closing, asks that the grace be with your **spirit**....a spiritual understanding...not one of the flesh

<renewed> If we were to try and see what Paul was writing to the Galatians through fleshly eyes it would make no sense ....

Rom 8:8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. (KJV)

<marie> This is hard I’m in my flesh a lot

<helpmate> We all get there at times

<opentext> Also..in the greek text, the word brethren would come at the end of the sentence...the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit Brethren, Amen.

<marie> So if I die to myself how do I feel joy again

<helpmate> And we are all learning, with Father's help

<opentext> Judy....as we see who we are in Jesus Christ, we see all that He did for us, so that we can have eternal life...and the joy is in our spirit man....not in a physical understanding

<marie> I’m not in my flesh all the time but when I am I make up for it all

<opentext> Judy....we have all been there, and still get there from time to time...it is taking the time to hear Father's Word, and growing by it...as well as having patience with yourself

<opentext> Also..in the greek text, the word brethren

<helpmate> Would come at the end of the sentence...the grace of our

<helpmate> Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit Brethren, Amen.

<marie> So if I die to myself how do I feel joy again

<helpmate> And we are all learning, with Father's help

<opentext> Judy....as we see who we are in Jesus Christ,

<helpmate> We see all that He did for us, so that we can have eternal life...and the joy is in our spirit man....not in a physical understanding

<opentext> Judy....we have all been there, and still get there from time to time...it is taking the time to hear

Father's Word, and growing by it...as well as having patience with yourself

<marie> yes

<opentext> Judy...when you graduated form kindergarten, did you expect to go to college the next year?

<marie> I wanted to NOW lol

Neh 8:10 the joy of the LORD is your strength.(KJV)

<opentext> So then, we are all going through a growing process spiritually and we have to learn to walk in the Spirit, before we can run and such

<marie> I love that the joy of the Lord is your strength

<opentext> And it makes it hard, because we see that we have spent so much of our life following man's traditions and doctrines, rather then the Word, and we feel that we have to make up for it all right now

<marie> Yes that’s just how I feel

<opentext> Judy...we have all been there...now, it is a matter of taking the time to do that which He asks of us...not what we **think** we should do. This is why we study for Father's approval..not any man's

<marie> I read yesterdays bible study last night, wow it was so good cant believe how wonderful Father takes care of me just what I needed

2 Tim 2:15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.(KJV)

2 Cor 10:18 For not he that commendeth himself is approved, but whom the Lord commendeth. (KJV)

<opentext> Yes...Father knows what we have need of, before we ask of Him, for that which we need

<opentext> It is not always easy to study for Father's approval though...because our flesh likes to be a stand approved of our fellow man

<marie> Is that what we are doing how sick

<marie> I’d like to think I’m not doing that I should know better by now

<opentext> Our flesh likes to have men's praises...we like to hear people say...look at so and so...aren't they sooo spiritual

<opentext> This is why we need to establish our relationship with Father through Jesus Christ, and not be concerned with what men think and say about us. Doing that which is pleasing to Father...so one day we can be as our brother Paul and say...

2 Tim 4:7-8 I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: 8Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing. (KJV)

<opentext> So we have to take the time to be sure our spirit man is fed and nourished each day....so that we are able to do that which Father asks of us ...this day

<at-peace> Laying our treasures up in heaven... and not on those things of this world

Matt 6:33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. (KJV)

<opentext> So today....seek first Father's kingdom and His righteousness, which is only through Christ Jesus....and all that Father knows you have need of, will be added unto you!!

<marie> Yes that is good food

2 Tim 1:7 For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind. (KJV)

<marie> Oh that is so good

<opentext> Power of God = Christ love= for God so loved you, He gave His son that you might live...... sound mind= when you remember and meditate in and on the first 2

