Bible Study for 22 December, 1998

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day, and this time to gather together in the name of your Son Jesus Christ, to receive the nourishment our spirit man needs to get through this day serving you. Father, we thank you for the bread of life that will sustain us this day, and we give you Father, and you alone all of the praise, honor, glory and thanksgiving through Christ Jesus our Lord...

Gal 6:16-17 And as many as walk according to this rule, peace be on them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of God. From henceforth let no man trouble me: for I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus. (KJV)

<opentext> Man makes up many rules, and attributes them to God...yet, there is but the law of faith, which we fulfill if we do His will. Paul here is bringing to conclusion his letter to the Galatians, with the same message that he started the letter with.... we too, are many times like the Galatians, trying to complicate the gospel message, rather then remaining in the simplicity of it. Most would rather have other people make rules for them to follow, rather then learning to hear and obey Father for themselves.

<renewed> Yes, much easier to follow a list of do's and don'ts than to learn to hear ...

<opentext> Unless we take the time to know and recognize Father's voice, how can we ever be able to stand for the gospel ourselves?

<at-peace> They are walking by sight... and not by faith.

<renewed> We can't.

<shama> We can't.

<at-peace> We would not be able to.

<helpmate> We won't be able to.

<opentext> Won't we always be dependent in and upon someone else?

<disciple> We can't...we will always dependent on others to tell us what Father wants of us.

<at-peace> Yes

<shama> Yes

<helpmate> Yes we would

Phil 3:16-18 Nevertheless, whereto we have already attained, let us walk by the same rule, let us mind the same thing. Brethren, be followers together of me, and mark them which walk so as ye have us for an ensample. (For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ: (KJV)

<opentext> Note here...Paul again says by the same rule...being of one mind....

<at-peace> The law of faith.... the mind of Christ.

<opentext> But also note....that he again says in verse 18...that many walk...who are the enemies of the cross of Christ...

<helpmate> More are children of the desolate than of the bride.

<opentext> How many of you would go into war or battle, and expect to be able to talk the enemy into surrendering?

<renewed> Nope, not me

<shama> Not me

<at-peace> Not me 

<disciple> Nope

<helpmate> No...they would not be willing to listen.

<opentext> How many of you think that you could persuade Sadam Hussein to become a democrat?

<helpmate> Not me

<at-peace> Not me

<shama> Not me

<renewed> Nope, couldn't do that

<disciple> Not me

<opentext> And yet at times...is that not what we do with people with the gospel message?

<shama> Yes

<disciple> Yes it is

<at-peace> Yes

<opentext> We try to change them, rather then setting the example of how one should live according to the Word?

<renewed> Yes we do; talking the talk but not walking it.

<at-peace> Am learning to leave it in Father's hands... His Word does a much better job than mine.

<opentext> How many really think living the Word is going to make them a crowd favorite, or well sought after and liked?

<disciple> Nope...it won't.

<shama> No it won't.

<at-peace> Nope.

<helpmate> Not me....they think I am weird.

<renewed> Didn't see where Paul was a crowd favorite ... so why should it be any different today?

2 Cor 2:4 For out of much affliction and anguish of heart I wrote unto you with many tears; not that ye should be grieved, but that ye might know the love which I have more abundantly unto you. (KJV)

<opentext> We often times fail to see and hear the passion that Paul had for the Word of God, and his desire to see but one more brought to a saving knowledge of Christ.

2 Tim 1:4-5 Greatly desiring to see thee, being mindful of thy tears, that I may be filled with joy; When I call to remembrance the unfeigned faith that is in thee, (KJV)

<opentext> How much would we suffer, or go through...to see one more attain the same knowledge of Christ that we have?

<helpmate> A lot

<at-peace> Very much

Gal 6:17 From henceforth let no man trouble me: for I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus. (KJV)

<renewed> More and more as we come to a greater revelation of what we ourselves have in Christ Jesus.

<opentext> An interesting thing to note, as one studies the epistles of Paul, is that after the book of Galatians, Paul is much more confident in all that Father asks of him to do.

<renewed> Because he stood his ground and became more settled and rooted in who he was in Christ Jesus?

<opentext> Each of us in our lives, reaches a point that we have to decide if this message is really worth giving our life for.

<opentext> Cheryl...yes...knowing who it is we serve, and that our goal is to leave this world eventually and go home.

<renewed> Okay, thanks ;-)

<disciple> Are we seeing the point in this verse that Paul came to, not to let the smiles or frowns affect him?

<opentext> Eactly miz....

<helpmate> Te outward appearances.

<renewed> Let no man trouble me = let what others do, not affect my walk with the Lord?

<helpmate> To look with Father's eyes and see the intent of the heart.

<opentext> Paul has reached the point in his walk, that nothing is going to deter him from what Father has asked of him.....he knows that the grace of God is sufficient for him.

<at-peace> Where he learned to be content.. regardless of the external circumstances.

<opentext> Cheryl...yes and also...that he was also making a bold statement...that no one, was going to henceforth get him to question that which he knew that Father had showed him....

<renewed> Oh, okay!

<opentext> Very good points. How often do we share what we know, and wait for everyone else’s approval?

<renewed> Yup, still look for that acknowledgement at times ....

<at-peace> Ditto 

<disciple> Yes, the confirmation that we are hearing Father clearly.

<shama> Yeah our flesh wants the acceptance from man.

Phil 1:6-7 Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ: Even as it is meet for me to think this of you all, because I have you in my heart; inasmuch as both in my bonds, and in the defence and confirmation of the gospel, ye all are partakers of my grace. (KJV)

<opentext> It is only as we have confidence in His Word, that we can then say that no man will trouble us...get us to waver...or question what we know and believe.

John 10:4-5 and the sheep follow him: for they know his voice. And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee from him: for they know not the voice of strangers. (KJV)

<opentext> The only way we can know His voice, is by the time we spend with Him....

John 10:16 And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd. (KJV)

<opentext> Faith comes by ______?

<renewed> Hearing.

<helpmate> Hearing.

<shama> Hearing.

<opentext> Aesop's fables?

<helpmate> No....the Word of God.

<renewed> Hearing the Word of God :-)

<shama> No, hearing by the Word of God.

<at-peace> Hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.

<opentext> We can never assume, that people know what we are talking about, but rather always making plain our speech, in our declaration of God's love for us. The more we hear the Word of God, the clearer we hear and recognize His voice, the less we will be tossed to and fro...or swayed by what the enemy says

<shama> Hearing His Word but also having it in our hearts, so that out of our mouths will come His Words??

<opentext> Exactly steph.

<opentext> How often does what people say about us affect our emotions and thoughts?

<helpmate> Sometimes

<shama> Too often

<disciple> Too often

<renewed> Much too often still

<at-peace> More often than it should

Gal 6:17 From henceforth let no man trouble me: for I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus. (KJV)

<opentext> Isn't that a part of the physical make up of man?

<disciple> Yes, and that is why we need to renew our minds with the Word of God.

<opentext> These are part of bearing in our body the marks of the Lord Jesus...learning to set aside that which used to rule us, and walking in the Spirit...not the flesh.

Anyone ever heard...how could you do this...you are family...what will people think or say...

<renewed> Yup

<disciple> Yeh

<shama> Oh yeah

<at-peace> Yes

<disciple> It's learning to get to that point, like Paul did, and not let anything affect you or take your focus from pleasing Father.

<opentext> Many times we are at that point, but doubt what we have heard, we lack confidence.

Rom 3:3-4 For what if some did not believe? shall their unbelief make the faith of God without effect? God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is written, That thou mightest be justified in thy sayings, and mightest overcome when thou art judged. (KJV)

<opentext> We need to get to the point...where we hold God to be true...holding His Word first and foremost in our life. People do judge us by what we say.....but God's judgement is the only one that should matter to us. Jesus Christ even responded...who are my mother, and brothers and sisters, but they that do the will of my Father.

<renewed> Recognizing whose family we really are a part of ....

<opentext> Exactly....and getting to the point that Paul did...that no person will trouble us.... knowing who we serve...and that He is faithful

Gal 6:17 From henceforth let no man trouble me: for I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus. (KJV)

<opentext> Getting to this point...that from right now...henceforth....no person shall trouble you

Isa 50:7 For the Lord GOD will help me; therefore shall I not be confounded: therefore have I set my face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be ashamed. (KJV)

<opentext> Therefore have I set my face like a flint, I press toward the mark of the prize....that one day we can say as Paul. I have run the race, we have finished the course.

Rom 1:16-17 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith. (KJV)

<opentext> Today, this day, let us live by faith in Father's Word...and nothing will deter us from this. Any questions from today?

<opentext> Tomorrow we will finish up Galatians.

<disciple> Larry, when we see ourselves giving ear to emotions or feelings...do we read the Word to replace those things that are affecting us?

<opentext> This is where we need to crucify the flesh daily..... dying to self....and allowing the Word to cause us to rise above these things. Learning to put more trust in God's Word...rather then in the emotions that man has told us of.

<disciple> ok

<at-peace> In verse 16... why does he make the statement peace be on them, and mercy, and upon the "Israel of God"?..... is he speaking of the body of Christ?

<opentext> What I believe Paul is saying there...is that he is asking for mercy upon Israel, for their rejection of the Messiah.

<at-peace> Okay

Ps 78:57 But turned back, and dealt unfaithfully like their fathers: they were turned aside like a deceitful bow. (KJV)

Jer 3:11 And the LORD said unto me, The backsliding Israel hath justified herself more than treacherous Judah. (KJV)

<renewed> Interesting that when we are backsliding ... we use justification more than those who are outright against Father ....

