Bible study for 17 December 1998

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day that you have made, and this opportunity to gather together in the name of your Son and our Lord and saviour Jesus Christ, with open hearts and ears we come before your throne to partake of your bread of life and the living waters which will sustain us this day, we are so thankful for all that you have done for us this day, and all that you have yet in store for your children as we walk in your will this day, we give you Father...all of the praise, honor, glory and thanksgiving through Christ Jesus our Lord...

Gal 6:14-15, But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world. For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision, but a new creature. (KJV)

<opentext> This would be, being the example of the believers.

Acts 20:23-24, Save that the Holy Ghost witnesseth in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions abide me. But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God. (KJV)

<renewed> Letting nothing in and of the world affect your walk with Father. 

<opentext> One thing we have to keep in mind....that we each have a course...if we imitate other people...we may be going the wrong way....this is why we press toward the mark of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus, so that it is His Word that illuminates our every step.

<opentext> How easy is it to follow others?

<disciple> It is very easy if we are walking in the flesh.

<renewed> Can be very easy at times ...

<shama> Very easy for the flesh.

<big_L> Sometimes very easy.

<at-peace> Sometimes very easy.

Rom 6:6-8, Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. For he that is dead is freed from sin. Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him: (KJV)

<opentext> Who was crucified?

<disciple> We were crucified with Christ when we got saved.

<opentext> Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him

<renewed> Christ was crucified physically and through that death we have been crucified with Him.

<at-peace> Jesus of Nazareth.... the flesh (our old man).

<opentext> Jesus of Nazareth was crucified....the flesh and our flesh is crucified as we follow Christ, just as He did.

<opentext> <renewed> Christ was crucified physically (through the flesh of Jesus of Nazareth). Remember in Chapter 3....Paul told them they began in the Spirit...and now they thought they were made perfect by the flesh?

<renewed> Yes.

<opentext> It is only as we are led by the Spirit, that we are acting as the children or sons of God

<disciple> Yeah...I understand what he means, now.

<opentext> Paul also said, be followers of me, as I am of Christ. Paul learned to follow the path God had for him....not the path of Jesus or any other man. Each of us is unique, and God has a work for each of us to do. We have to learn to hear God, and follow His directions for the path that He has for us (the individual).

1 Cor 15:58, Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord. (KJV)

<opentext> We need to learn to be steadfast...not moved by every wind of man's doctrine which blows through town, unmovable...rooted and grounded in love....as a tree planted by the waters, we will not be moved, continuing in the faith...grounded and settled. We see someone like Paul, and we tell the Lord that we would like to be like him...correct?

<disciple> Yep

<helpmate> Yes

<shama> Yeah

<at-peace> Yes

<big_L> Yes

<opentext> Have you ever asked the Lord to show you how he got there?

<renewed> No

<shama> No

<at-peace> Ummm...no

<disciple> No

<big_L> No

<opentext> Hmmm...that may be the place to start at then.

<helpmate> Through a lot of physical pain and torture

<opentext> Much study is a weariness to the flesh.....of the making of many books (notebooks) there is no end, be swift to hear and slow to speak, study to be quiet.

<helpmate> 2 Cor 11:23-24, Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a fool) I am more; in labours more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft. Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one. (KJV)

<helpmate> And this is just for starters.....the list goes on.

<opentext> How often do we tell God to give us something to do...besides studying?

<shama> I used to often.

<opentext> Did people always like the answer that Paul gave them?

<disciple> I was always trying to "tell God" something.

<renewed> No

<disciple> Nope, they sure didn't

<at-peace> No

<shama> No

<helpmate> No

<opentext> At his first answer...no man stood with him...but rather all forsook him.

<opentext> How do we react, when people do not want to hear the answer Father gives us?

<big_L> opentext, did that include the other disciples as well?

<opentext> Kathy...yes.

<disciple> We close them out and try to justify ourselves.

<shama> We get upset and sad.

<helpmate> His first offence was when he was talking to the disciples.

<opentext> If it is Father's answer that we give...what do we need to justify? Does God need our defending?

<at-peace> Nothing.... and no He doesn't.

<helpmate> Nothing....no.

<disciple> Nope He doesn't, but if we are walking in the flesh, and close out what other people say, we try to justify the flesh.

<shama> No

2 Cor 5:16-17, 16Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh: yea, though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no more. 17Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. (KJV)

<opentext> Henceforth know we no man after the flesh:

John 16:13, Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come. (KJV)

<opentext> We have to remember who our Guide is. Our job, should we accept it...is to point people to Father through Jesus Christ.

<disciple> And we have to remember where we are this day...now faith...not where we were in the past.

John 14:6, Jesus saith unto him, I am the way (the straight and narrow path), the truth (His Word is truth), and the life (a new creation in Christ): no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. (KJV)

Gal 1:3-4, 3Grace (we are saved by grace through faith) be to you and peace (the peace that passes all understanding) from God the Father, and from our Lord Jesus Christ, 4Who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from this present evil world, according to the will of God and our Father: (KJV)

<opentext> All too often, we put our will ahead of God's will...we think that we have a better plan then God... 

Gal 2:20-21, I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain. (KJV)

<renewed> The life that I now live in the flesh ... because we are still here on earth?

<opentext> Always (to the best of our ability) putting aside the flesh, and following the Spirit of truth.

<opentext> Cheryl...exactly. We are the temple of the living God.

Acts 17:24-25, God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands; Neither is worshipped with men's hands, as though he needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things; (KJV)

Gal 5:24-25, And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. (KJV)

<opentext> How often is it, that we do that which pleases the flesh, rather then that which Father asks of us?

<disciple> Too often.

<big_L> Too often.

<shama> Too often.

Phil 1:20-21 According to my earnest expectation and my hope, that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but that with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ shall be magnified in my body, whether it be by life, or by death. For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. (KJV)

<shama> If our flesh is crucified how come we are to still crucify it daily?

<opentext> Steph...are you still living in yesterday?

<shama> No

<opentext> Has tomorrow come yet?

<shama> No

<opentext> So today...I have to put my body in subjection to the Spirit of God.

<helpmate> This day...now faith.

<opentext> Will the flesh try to rise up and take control?

<shama> Yes.So gal 5:24 is not a one off occurrence then.

<opentext> So then, the only way I can walk in the Spirit...is to keep that old man crucified.. or under the control and direction of the Word of God.

Phil 1:24 Nevertheless to abide in the flesh is more needful for you. (KJV)

<opentext> A few years ago, I asked Father to take me home....where would most of you be if I had done that?

<disciple> I would have been home too, but not the same place as you. 

<shama> Still confused and not growing. 

<at-peace> Ummm....don't want to think about it.... I’m sure not in a good place.

<helpmate> Spiritually....not where I should be.

<big_L> I would be a mess.

<opentext> We may all get tired and frustrated at people....but we all have a purpose here, and we never know who we will reach or touch with the Word of God.

<at-peace> Learning to not be weary in well doing.... to press forward.

<opentext> Paul knew who he was in Christ, and would much rather have been home...but saw the need for himself to be here, till Father told him his work was done here.

<renewed> So does our spirit keep the flesh in subjection to the spirit of Christ?

<opentext> Cheryl...as we stay renewed in our mind by the Word of God....it is then that we are able to keep the body in subjection by the Word....

<renewed> Okay

<big_L> So each day we do not feed our spirit man the word our flesh grows stronger and will eventually take over?

Phil 3:8-9 Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ, And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith: (KJV)

<opentext> Kathy...that is correct...for our spirit man needs Father's food, and if the flesh is fed more then the spirit man...which will be stronger?

<big_L> The flesh will.

<opentext> Note the start of verse 9...And be found in him, therefore if any man be in Christ...he is

<helpmate> A new creation.

<disciple> A new creation

<opentext> I am the righteousness of God in Him (Christ)

<opentext> So it is as we abide in Christ, then He abides in us....and this is when we are walking in the Spirit.

Gal 6:14-15 But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world. For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision, but a new creature. (KJV)

<opentext> We will close here for today. After we finish Galatians, we are going to spend a month or so going over the mystery of the Gospel again... after we finish that, then we will cover the book of Philemon.

<opentext> Any questions from today?

<big_L> opentext, when we obtained salvation, were we crucified with Christ then?

<opentext> Kathy...correct...since He made the perfect sacrifice once and for all time...

<renewed> Sorry, I seem to be on a different train here this morning ... but we can understand from the Word that Jesus of Nazareth spent much time in studying, thus keeping his mind renewed, so as to be obedient to the Spirit of Christ?

<opentext> By being crucified with Him...means we acknowledge what He did, and follow the path He has made for us.

<big_L> But then why do we do it daily again?

<opentext> Cheryl....Jesus of Nazareth heard and always obeyed the Spirit of Christ.... we hear the Spirit of Christ, but do we always obey?

<renewed> No

<helpmate> Choose you this day who you will serve........this day....today.

<opentext> Kathy....if you only fed you body the first day you were born, where would you be today?

<big_L> Dead

<opentext> Cheryl, we have to remember, that Jesus of Nazareth was born without sin...the bloodline had been broken...

<big_L> But how can something be crucified more than once?

<renewed> True ... I forgot that.

<opentext> Kathy...so today, you have to remind yourself what Jesus Christ accomplished for you, and keep your mind renewed in that...correct?

<big_L> Correct,

<opentext> So then, that would be crucifying your flesh, that you might obey the Spirit of truth?

<big_L> Tell me what crucify means, maybe that is what I don’t understand.

4717 stauroo (stow-ro'-o);from 4716; to impale on the cross; figuratively, to extinguish (subdue) passion or selfishness: 

KJV-- crucify.

4717 stauroo-

1) to stake, to drive down stakes 

2) to fortify with driven stakes, to palisade 

3) to crucify: 

a) to crucify one 

b) metaphorically, to crucify the flesh, destroy its power utterly (the nature of the figure implying that the destruction is attended with intense pain)

extinguish (subdue) passion or selfishness:

<big_L> I apologize for not understanding, but, if we extinguish our flesh, then, it would need it again? I mean daily?

<opentext> When we crucify the flesh...or subdue it, it is then that we are able to that which Father asks of us... for then we are unselfish in our love. Kathy...unless you stay in the Word each day...how can you overcome the flesh and it desires and wants?

<big_L> I can’t

<opentext> Kathy...do you leave your car running over night...or start it each day?

<big_L> So the time I spend in the Word and with Father is actually "crucifying" my flesh? Of course I don’t leave it running.

<opentext> Yes...as we study for Father's approval each day...then we put aside **our** wants....and do that which Father asks of us

<shama> So crucifying the flesh is just keeping the flesh in subjection to the Spirit???

<big_L> So actually the more we do that, the easier it becomes, and we may not even "think" of it that way?

<opentext> Each day is a new day here...and we have to start our engine so to speak at the start of each day...if we start in the flesh...then a crash in imminent...if we start in the Spirit...by subduing the lusts of the flesh, then we will follow Father's path which leads to abundant life in Him. Kathy ...correct...the more time we spend in the Word.....the more control over the flesh we get.

<opentext> Steph...exactly.

<big_L> opentext, when Jesus was flesh, did he have to do this as well?

<opentext> Yes...the Bible tells us clearly, that He was tempted in EVERY manner as we are, and yet sinned not.

<opentext> He **always** obeyed the Spirit of Christ...ie..the Word of God.

<big_L> Is it a sin if we do not take time with Father each day?

<helpmate> If you have to ask...that should answer your question for you.

<opentext> Without the Word we will ___?

<helpmate> Perish....surely die.

<opentext> And the wages of sin are ___?

<disciple> Death

<renewed> Death

<helpmate> Death

<helpmate> Dead is dead!

<opentext> So if we ignore the Word, we will die, and we know that the wages of sin is death....so if we willfully ignore His Word, then we have sinned.

1 Sam 15:23 For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of the LORD, he hath also rejected thee from being king. (KJV)

<big_L> ok

Deut 28:15 But it shall come to pass, if thou wilt not hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to observe to do all his commandments and his statutes which I command thee this day; that all these curses shall come upon thee, and overtake thee: (KJV)

<renewed> Now faith ... this day ... forgetting the past and not worrying about tomorrow.

<disciple> Amen!

<big_L> Thank you for answering the questions opentext.

<renewed> Why does it seem such a struggle to stay in .... this day?

Deut 28:1 And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to observe and to do all his commandments which I command thee this day, that the LORD thy God will set thee on high above all nations of the earth: (KJV)

<helpmate> Matt 6:34 Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof. (KJV)

<opentext> Daily...it is our choice for blessings or curses.

