Bible Study for 15 December, 1998

<renewed> Father we thank you for this day, and the joy of being able to come together to feast at your table and eat of the spiritual food that You have for each one of us. We thank you Father that as our ears and hearts are open to You, that it would be strength and sustenance for this day, and we thank you that this is all made possible through your Son and our savior Jesus Christ.

Gal 6:12-14, As many as desire to make a fair shew in the flesh, they constrain you to be circumcised; only lest they should suffer persecution for the cross of Christ. For neither they themselves who are circumcised keep the law; but desire to have you circumcised, that they may glory in your flesh. But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world. 

<opentext> As we near the end of the book of Galatians, we see that Paul is closing the same way that he opened. Paul is telling us to look at the spiritual redemption, and quit being concerned with what people say, do, or think of us. How often are we still swayed by what people say or think of us?

<helpmate> Sometimes.

<shama> Sometimes too often.

<renewed> Lots of times, too often.

<opentext> How often, do we still think we have failed if people do not hear and heed the Word Father has us share?

<helpmate> Not as much as I used to.

<renewed> Most times yet.

<shama> Very often.

<opentext> Aren't these all fleshly reactions?

<helpmate> Yes.

<shama> Yes.

<opentext> Was Jesus Christ well accepted?

<helpmate> No.

<renewed> No He wasn't.

<shama> No He wasn't.

<opentext> Was Jesus Christ followed to death by all those who heard Him preach and saw and partook of the miracles?

<renewed> But shouldn't we be concerned if perhaps we didn't share it properly?

<renewed> No, He wasn't.

<helpmate> No, He sure wasn't.

<shama> No.

<opentext> Cheryl....has Father asked you to know it all today?

<renewed> No

<opentext> Cheryl, how often do we tell people that we do not know the answer yet, as Father has not opened it to us yet?

<renewed> Sometimes still quite often. That is for me.

<helpmate> Me too.

<opentext> I still tell people I do not know the answer...if Father has not taught me on it...I am not going to answer and become responsible for that persons salvation.

<opentext> Father only holds us accountable for that which He has opened to us.....not that which is yet hidden from us. 

As many as desire to make a fair shew in the flesh, they constrain you. Many times....are we not constrained to give an answer? Did not the scribes and Pharisees pretend to have all of the answers?

<renewed> Yes they did

<shama> Yes

<opentext> And, did they?

<renewed> No not at all

<helpmate> They didn't have any of them.

<shama> No they didn't.

John 15:20-22, Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also. But all these things will they do unto you for my name's sake, because they know not him that sent me. If I had not come and spoken unto them, they had not had sin: but now they have no cloke for their sin. (KJV)

<opentext> Note verse 20....if they have kept His saying, then they will give heed to what Father has you say. But all these things will they do unto you for my name's sake, because they know not him that sent me. If they do not know His name....how can they know who sent Him?

<renewed> They can't.

<shama> They can't.

<big_L> Does that mean they will think they are justified in doing those things?

<opentext> Yes....as a matter of fact...they will think they are doing God a favor, just as Saul of Tarsus thought.

<big_L> And would this scripture fit with the one that says they tell the Lord that they did all these things in His name, but He says that he don’t know them?

<opentext> Correct. For God always honors His Word...not the people who presume to present it.

<big_L> So actually the only thing Father tell us we must have an answer to is our hope or our salvation?

<opentext> People always assume it is the fleshly vessel that should receive the honor, rather then His Word, which is Spirit and it is life. Correct....we just have to answer, when they ask of the hope that is within us... and we can only answer with that which Father has opened up to us.

As many as desire to make a fair shew in the flesh, When I hear this verse...I think of the Ed Sullivan shew.....where they were always presenting new acts to entertain the flesh.

<renewed> And the way he pronounced ... shew ... :-)

<opentext> Exactly Cheryl...and this is why I can always hear this verse so clearly.

Matt 6:2, Therefore when thou doest thine alms, do not sound a trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. (KJV)

<opentext> Jesus Christ constantly taught against those that tried to parade their so-called spirituality.

Matt 6:5, And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are: for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and in the corners of the streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. (KJV)

Matt 6:16, Moreover when ye fast, be not, as the hypocrites, of a sad countenance: for they disfigure their faces, that they may appear unto men to fast. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. (KJV)

<shama> It’s like the people that show up spiritually on a Sunday, but the rest of the week you wouldn’t tell them apart!

<opentext> We read these verses, but we do not always hear what is being said against **appearing** to be holy?

<big_L> What does moreover mean? Does it mean also?

<opentext> Moreover...now when ye fast

<big_L> Ok

<renewed> Appearing to be holy ... wolves in sheep’s clothing? Who would rob for their own gain?

<opentext> Don't these verses show us a good example of those that are trying to make a fair shew in the flesh?

<helpmate> Yes.

<shama> Yes.

<renewed> Yes.

<big_L> Yes.

Matt 23:5-7, But all their works they do for to be seen of men: they make broad their phylacteries, and enlarge the borders of their garments, And love the uppermost rooms at feasts, and the chief seats in the synagogues, And greetings in the markets, and to be called of men, Rabbi, Rabbi. (KJV)

<opentext> Phylacteries = the cards of scripture verses they used to keep on their sleeves.

<shama> Phylacteries???

<big_L> Why did they do that? To appear to know a lot?

<helpmate> Look at me...look how holy I am.

<opentext> PRIDE....

<big_L> Oh

<renewed> Physical appearance of Joshua 1:8?

<opentext> No...I would not put it that way...because then one would construed it to mean that was a reflection of what was inside...and these people are no more than whited sepulchers, and inside they are full of dead man's bones.

<renewed> Okay.

<opentext> They only give the appearance of being holy...to those who lack knowledge of the truth.

<renewed> Right.

<opentext> How often is it that we are most impressed by the exterior of something, rather than asking Father for us to be able to see the inside?

<renewed> Not as much as I used to be, actually quite rarely now.

<shama> Sometimes...we think we have seen all there is to see from the outside.

Matt 23:27-28, Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness. Even so ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity. (KJV)

<opentext> Note...they **appear*** righteous. It is only the righteousness of God....that is able to make us holy unto Him. If any man be in Christ...he is a new creation...a new spiritual beginning.

Luke 16:15, And he said unto them, Ye are they which justify yourselves before men; but God knoweth your hearts: for that which is highly esteemed among men is abomination in the sight of God. (KJV)

<opentext> If all men think highly of you...God says what about them??

<renewed> You are an abomination to Him ... is that because glory has been taken away from God?

<helpmate> Is an abomination in the sight of God.

<opentext> Cheryl...yes.

<shama> What’s the definition for abomination?

<opentext> Def. for abomination...946 bdelugma- a foul thing, a detestable thing; used of idols and things pertaining to idolatry

<shama> ok thanks

Luke 20:46-47, Beware of the scribes, which desire to walk in long robes, and love greetings in the markets, and the highest seats in the synagogues, and the chief rooms at feasts; Which devour widows' houses, and for a shew make long prayers: the same shall receive greater damnation. (KJV)

John 7:18, He that speaketh of himself seeketh his own glory: but he that seeketh his glory that sent him, the same is true, and no unrighteousness is in him. (KJV)

Rom 16:17-18 Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them. For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple. (KJV)

2 Cor 10:12, For we dare not make ourselves of the number, or compare ourselves with some that commend themselves: but they measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing themselves among themselves, are not wise. (KJV)

<big_L> Which is how they don’t see they are wrong? Because they are only seeing those that do or believe the same?

<opentext> Kathy...correct, the blind leading the blind, and if one falls into the ditch, all fall in.

<opentext> How many knew there were so many scriptures referring to those that **make a fair shew in the flesh**?

<renewed> Not me.

<big_L> Me neither.

<shama> Not me.

<shama> Sometimes it’s hard to avoid them though, if we have to be at the same place they are at....can it mean avoid being in agreement with them too?

<opentext> Amos 3:3..How can two walk together less they be agreed?

<shama> So if we can’t avoid them....then we just have to avoid agreeing with them??

<opentext> We are in the world...but we do not have to be part of the world.

<opentext> Steph....it is a matter of us holding fast our profession of faith, without wavering.

<shama> Ok.

<opentext> I am out amongst the world all of the time....it does not mean that I have to agree with them.

Phil 1:15-16, Some indeed preach Christ even of envy and strife; and some also of good will: The one preach Christ of contention, not sincerely, supposing to add affliction to my bonds: (KJV)

Col 2:20-22, Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world, why, as though living in the world, are ye subject to ordinances, (Touch not; taste not; handle not; Which all are to perish with the using;) after the commandments and doctrines of men? (KJV)

<opentext> We will not fall into any of these categories...if we seek to please Father through Jesus Christ, for then we will be walking in the Spirit, and not after the flesh....which path will you follow today?

<opentext> Any questions from today?

<renewed> Any time we get upset about anything, we are reacting in the flesh?

<opentext> O foolish Galatians...who has bewitched you?

Luke 19:45-46, And he went into the temple, and began to cast out them that sold therein, and them that bought; Saying unto them, It is written, My house is the house of prayer: but ye have made it a den of thieves. (KJV)

<opentext> Cheryl....as we grow in the Word...there will be times Father will have us take a stand. Cheryl...did that answer it for you?

<renewed> Yes, I understand about there being times when Father asks us to take a stand ....

<opentext> <renewed> any time {most times} we get upset about anything. It all comes back to being able to hear Father clearly....and rightly dividing what it is that He is saying to us.

<renewed> Okay ..

<opentext> Most of the time, when we see things and get upset, that is our cue to pray... However...sometimes He will have us speak out...but that does not happen often.

<renewed> Ah ok

Eccl 5:2, Be not rash with thy mouth, and let not thine heart be hasty to utter any thing before God: for God is in heaven, and thou upon earth: therefore let thy words be few.<opentext> (KJV)

