Bible Study for 2 December, 1998

<opentext> Father, we come before your throne of grace and mercy this day through Jesus Christ our Lord and saviour with open ears and heart we come before you for that which we have need of to sustain us this day the bread of life that will enable us to be the stronger more capable servants for the work of your kingdom for the living waters that will refresh us to give us the renewed vigor to do that which you ask of us with boldness, knowing who we are in Jesus Christ...knowing that anything that you ask of us , we are able to do through your strength which you have made available to us Father, we are so thankful for all that you have done for us this day, and all that you have yet in store for us, as we seek to do your will in each step that we take this day Father, we give you and you alone, all of the praise, honor, glory and thanksgiving through Christ Jesus our Lord...

Gal 6:10 As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith. (KJV)

<opentext> How often, as we have the opportunity, do we always do good unto those of the household of faith?? Do we pray as effectively as we ought? Do we take the time to hear Father on how or what we should pray?

<helpmate> We always have opportunity to pray.

<helpmate> Do we always? No.

<renewed> No, not always.

<opentext> So often I hear Christians say....**but I am not in the full time ministry, what can I do??**

1Thes 5:16-22 Rejoice evermore. Pray without ceasing. In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you. Quench not the Spirit. Despise not prophesyings. Prove all things; hold fast that which is good. Abstain from all appearance of evil. (KJV)

<opentext> How many have been rejoicing this day?

Ps 118:24 This is the day which the LORD hath made; we will rejoice and be glad in it. (KJV)

<opentext> We **will** rejoice and be glad in it!! Do we stop to hear and appreciate all that we have been blessed with?

<helpmate> Not always

<renewed> No, not always

<big_L> Sometimes no

<at-peace> If we are being thankful already for this day....we are rejoicing aren't we?

<at-peace> No, not always

<opentext> Are we basing the success of our salvation by what we have in the physical...or that which we have in the spiritual??

<helpmate> In the spiritual

<at-peace> Spiritual 

<renewed> By that which we have in the spiritual

<opentext> How many this morning/evening are rejoicing? 

<helpmate> Me

<renewed> Me

<at-peace> Me, although there are many that are most likely not

<opentext> If we are focusing in and on the problems, can there be rejoicing?

<renewed> No, because we are focussing on the problem and not the solution ... who is Father?

<at-peace> No, because when we focus on the problems our joy is quenched.

Gal 6:10 As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith. (KJV)

<opentext> As we look at this verse...we also have to take into consideration, that it also includes **us***...and that starts with our prayer life. Do we know how to pray? Do we know how to talk and converse with Father? What was the main problem with the Galatians?

<at-peace> We are learning each day, and will continue as long as we allow Father to show us, and are willing to learn.

<renewed> As we grow in our trust and faith in Him we develop that relationship and ability. 

<helpmate> They were easily led astray.

<renewed> They were listening more to man, than to what Father would teach them.

<at-peace> They were listening to man instead of taking time in prayer with Father.

Gal 3:2-3 This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh? (KJV)

<opentext> God is a Spirit...and they that worship Him .....must....worship Him in Spirit and in truth...His Word is truth!! If **we** are dealing with problems...are we walking in the flesh or the Spirit?

<renewed> The flesh

<helpmate> Flesh. *We* are walking by ourselves.

<at-peace> In the flesh. For we are not trusting Father, and trying to do it on our own

Eph 6:16 Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. (KJV)

<opentext> Faith comes by hearing God's Word......and it is these living waters that are able to extinguish each and every fiery lie of the devil. If we are not fellowshipping with Father....how will our faith develop?

<renewed> It won't

<helpmate> It can't

<at-peace> It won't

<opentext> And if we are so busy picking out fiery darts...how can we see where our next step is going?

<at-peace> We can't... our focus would be off of Father.

<renewed> We won't be able to see, because we will be focussed on the darts.

<helpmate> We can't see the next step or the next batch of fiery darts coming either.

Ps 119:103-105 How sweet are thy words unto my taste! yea, sweeter than honey to my mouth! Through thy precepts I get understanding: therefore I hate every false way. Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path. (KJV)

<opentext> Precept upon precept...line upon line.... we are to be building on **the cornerstone***

Matt 6:6-8 But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly. But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think that they shall be heard for their much speaking. Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye ask him. (KJV)

<opentext> How could Jesus Christ say these things...unless it was an every day way of life for Him?

<renewed> He couldn't of

<helpmate> He couldn't

<big_L> He wouldn’t have

<shama> He couldn't

<at-peace> He couldn't

<opentext> Are we to pray on the street corners...or in buildings so that others can see us?

<renewed> no

<shama> no

<helpmate> no

<at-peace> No we are not.

<opentext> Do we study for man's approval?

<renewed> no

<helpmate> No.... Father’s only.

<at-peace> No we study for Father's <2Tim 2:15>

<shama> no

<opentext> How does any person get to Father?

<at-peace> Through His Son Jesus Christ... our mediator.

<helpmate> Through His Son Christ Jesus.

<renewed> Only through His Son, Christ Jesus.

John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. (KJV)

1 Tim 2:5 For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; (KJV)

Matt 6:9 After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. (KJV)

<opentext> So, if it is **Our Father** , then we have to go to Father through Jesus Christ, in agreement with Him...for Him to be **Our Father**??

<renewed> yes

<helpmate> yes, we do

<at-peace> yes

<opentext> Do we always do this? Do we try to take short cuts at times?

<renewed> Nope, not always have I done that. Short cuts meaning not knowing what the Word says about how to pray?

<opentext> Our Father is in heaven....His kingdom is not of this world...and His will is that we hold fast our profession of faith...that we are able to be delivered from this present evil world...

<opentext> Cheryl...yes ..not knowing...or forgetting to go by the laws of faith that Father has put in place.

<renewed> Ok, thanks.

<opentext> In order for us with a pure conscience to call Him Father...we have to have asked for forgiveness of our sins through Christ Jesus our Lord...

<big_L> If our prayers are not "prayed right" then Father won’t answer them?

<opentext> If He cannot hear them, how can He answer them?

Ps 66:18 If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me: (KJV)

<big_L> But that’s a bit different than just not knowing the right wording.

<opentext> Kathy...if you do not follow the rules of a bank....are you able to draw anything out of your account?

<big_L> No, and I cannot understand how Father would not hear if one word is out of place.

<opentext> It is not one word being out of place....it is a matter of us going before Him with a clean heart, and following the guidelines He has set forth.

<opentext> <opentext> Kathy...if you do not follow the rules of a bank....are you able to draw anything out of your account?

<big_L> I answered you, I said no.

<opentext> How much more so, then with the 1st Bank of heaven??

<big_L> I understand that my heart has to be clean, but then what are the guidelines? Is that the way we approach Father?

<opentext> Father has set laws or rules in place for His children...and those laws have to be followed to obtain their inheritance.

<helpmate> He put guidelines out to see who would follow and obey them and be worthy to spend eternity with Them in heaven.

<opentext> The only way we can access Father is through Jesus Christ...He is the way, the truth, and the life....He is our mediator...or lawyer.

<big_L> So if we pray to Jesus Christ that is wrong?

John 16:23 And in that day ye shall ask me nothing. Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will give it you. (KJV)

<at-peace> Ask the Father *in my name*.

<opentext> Do you think that not knowing what the Word says...will be an excuse that will stand before Father?

<at-peace> Nope

<renewed> Nooo because we have been given every opportunity to read and study the Word

<shama> No

<helpmate> John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. (KJV)

<opentext> So unless we take the time to read the **will** of our brother Jesus Christ, and follow the provisions of that will...how can we get or obtain anything that is rightfully ours...

<helpmate> We can't

<at-peace> We can't

<opentext> Is it Father's fault that He cannot hear us?

<helpmate> no

<renewed> no

<shama> no

<at-peace> no

<opentext> Why do we blame Him then when things go wrong?

<helpmate> We have no right to.

<opentext> I always hear Christians saying...but God...why did you let this happen??...

<renewed> Because we don't want to look at ourselves and our failure and shortcomings to study the Word.

<shama> It’s never His fault.

<helpmate> Forever thy word **is** settled in heaven.

<opentext> Is there ever an adequate excuse on our part for failure??

<helpmate> no

<at-peace> no

<shama> no

<opentext> Hell will be full of adequate excuses.

Luke 18:7-8 And shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day and night unto him, though he bear long with them? I tell you that he will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth? (KJV)

<helpmate> Another word for cry would be pray.

<opentext> We want to think and believe that there are great numbers that are serving and obeying Father... yet the Word constantly tells us differently... and yet we try to follow the majority... the greatest part of the time. We do and follow what we see the majority of the people doing, because we want to be part of the crowd...we want to be accepted by other people. All I want to do is to please my Father...and I do not care or concern myself with what others think or say of me. This is the point each of us has to get to.... to where our relationship with Father is the most important thing to us....and when that happens, then we will search His Word, so that we will not do anything to offend Him, or hinder Him for operating in and on our behalf.

Our Father...who art in heaven...we hallow...reverence, honor and respect you, and all that you have done and set in motion for us. I can not say our Father...unless I am in agreement with Jesus Christ...for there is no other way to Father...but by Him. We have to hear what God's Word says... not what man thinks it says... we cannot get to heaven on opinions

Tomorrow we will continue on prayer...any questions from today??

<big_L> opentext you referred to Jesus Christ as our brother, but how can that be when he is a identity of God?

Gal 4:7 Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ. (KJV)

Gal 3:26 For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. (KJV)

1 Cor 3:23 And ye are Christ's; and Christ is God's. (KJV)

2 Cor 6:18 And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty. (KJV)

<big_L> I was not questioning that we are children of Father.

<opentext> If we are children of God...and Jesus Christ is His Son...what does that makes us to Him?

<helpmate> Rom 8:17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together. (KJV)

<opentext> Also...if He told us to pray...our Father...what does that tell you??

<big_L> I guess I don’t understand the relationship then with Jesus Christ and Father.

<opentext> This is why we need to take time to study the Word each day for Father's approval... so that we hear and see the things that He has prepared for those that love Him. Faith comes, or is developed by hearing the word of God, and allowing that Word to become a part of our very being...a way of life...not just something that we talk about. If Father can teach me by the Holy Spirit... what excuse is there for anyone else?

<big_L> There is none.

<at-peace> None... for we have all been given the measure of faith through Christ Jesus.

<opentext> The measure of the gift of Christ.

<big_L> opentext I must have misunderstood you when you were here, I thought I had understood you to explain to me that Jesus Christ is like an identity (or a part) of God.

<opentext> Christ is a part of the Godhead...

I Jn 5:7 For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one. (KJV)

<opentext> God said...let Us make man in Our image, and after Our likeness. Unless we seek Father, and hear His counsel...we cannot nor will understand Him. The problem is, that we are too busy holding on to what man has taught us...and only hear the Word according to that knowledge. That is why the Word says, that we have to come to Him as a child..... ready to learn it fresh and new...not with preconceived thoughts and ideas.

<big_L> Well, I have sincerely tried to understand and seek and ask Father, but it seems that I am always doing it wrong.

<opentext> Always??

<big_L> And yes, I probably do hold still to some things that I was taught. Well, lately opentext it seems as always.

<opentext> When we first start out...there are lots of weeds in the garden....and it gets a bit tiring pulling them...as a matter of fact, it gets a bit frustrating. Did God put the weeds there?

<big_L> no

<opentext> So then...who needs to pull those weeds?

<big_L> I do

<opentext> With Father's help and wisdom. And where does that wisdom come from?

<big_L> From Father.

1 Cor 1:24 But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God. (KJV)

1 Cor 1:30 But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption: (KJV)

<opentext> So we seek Father's wisdom....on how and when to pull each weed.

<big_L> ok

<opentext> When we try to do it on our own...that is when we get in trouble.

<helpmate> It has to be a partnership.

