<opentext> michie...would you open in prayer this morning?

<now-faith> Sure!  Heavenly Father we come before your throne of grace through your Son Jesus Christ. Father we thank you and praise you for all that you have given us this day and await to see all that you have for us yet. Father cause our ears to hear what the Spirit has to say this morning, open our hearts to receive your word of life that we may take with us through this day. Father we are quick to give you all the praise honor and

 glory through your Son Jesus Christ...

  <opentext> Gal 5:8-9, This persuasion cometh not of him that calleth you. A ***little*** leaven leaveneth the whole lump. (KJV)

<opentext> All too often...we think that it has to be something **big** that will trip us up. It only took one act of disobedience to keep Moses from entering the promised land . We can be tranquilized in many ways. .Remember...persuasion means to be tranquilized?

If the devil does not attack for awhile...don't we tend to get a bit lazy?

<stowe^> yes

<helpmate> yes

<at-peace> yes

<lil`lamb> ya

<opentext> And when he is not attacking...don't we have the tendency to not study as much?

<now-faith> yes

<mizpah> yes

<at-peace> yes

<lil`lamb> yes

<helpmate> Much study is a weariness to the flesh so we tend to** take a break**

<opentext> 1 Cor 15:33-34, Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners. Awake to righteousness, and sin not; for some have not the knowledge of God: I speak this to your shame. (KJV)

<opentext> We sometimes forget...that that evil communications can come from our selves, and it is not confined to just hearing, but also to what we speak about others, as well as ourselves. I like the way Father had Paul state that....to AWAKE to righteousness....get out of your stupor...and put the Word on the scene.  

<opentext> James 1:19-22, Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath: For the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God. Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls. But be ye doers of the

 word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. (KJV)

<lil`lamb> Gossip?

<opentext> Yes...gossip is included in that.

<lil`lamb> ok

<opentext>  Be quick to hear....weigh all that has been said by the Word...before you open your mouth to respond. Many times we respond immediately...and 5 minutes later

 wish that we had said nothing.  

<helpmate> Been there.

<mizpah> me, too

<lil`lamb> me 3

<at-peace> ditto

<opentext> Jesus Christ showed us the ultimate example of controlling the tongue, and responding with only the words that He heard Father speak.

<opentext> Prov 9:6, Forsake the foolish, and live; and go in the way of understanding. (KJV).

<opentext> Straight and narrow is the path that leads to Father's house......wide is the path of the foolish.  

<opentext> John 14:6  Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life:

 no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.
 (KJV)

<opentext> Prov 13:20, He that walketh with wise men shall be wise: but a companion of fools shall be destroyed. (KJV)

<opentext> Christ is the wisdom of God....so that is what should be illuminating our path.... our feet shod with the ***preparation** of the gospel of  **peace** 

<stowe^> We already have the Word inside of us and are prepared.

<opentext> Studying each day, to show ourselves approved unto Father,  rightly dividing the Word of truth, then we will not be ashamed as we stand before Father.

<opentext> 1 Cor 5:6-8, Your glorying is not good. Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump? Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us: Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and wickedness; but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. (KJV)

<opentext> When men try to lift themselves up....they are in for a fall.

<now-faith> The old leaven = old man, old thinking, old traits that were contrary to Father?

<helpmate> They think too highly of themselves.

<opentext> It only takes a little leaven...to affect and effect the whole of the batch.

<opentext> Yes michie, pre-Christ.

<now-faith> That if we don't stay rooted and grounded in the Word creep up into our lives again.

<opentext> Luke 16:15  And he said unto them, Ye are they which justify yourselves before men; but God knoweth your hearts: for that which is highly esteemed among men is abomination in the sight of God.
 (KJV)

<lil`lamb> Is this like the one guy who prayed he was a sinner and one guy said look at all the good things i have done and the one guy who said he was a sinner and humbled himself went home righteous?

<opentext> Any time we fail to keep ourselves renewed in the Word.....we have weakened ourselves...for destruction always comes from within concerning our salvation. Yes,  rhonda .

<lil`lamb> ok

<opentext> Ever notice....how it is always one little thought, that leads to our slipping up??

<at-peace> o/

<at-peace> Was it leavened or unleavened that was of the Mosaic law?

<opentext> unleavened

<at-peace> k,, thanks

<big_L> So destruction doesn't necessarily come from satan,  but can come from our laziness to get into the word?

<helpmate> yup

<opentext> kathy...that is correct.

<now-faith> One thought like one seed of a weed...once allowed in, it grows like a cancer.

<opentext> Exactly, michie.  Here is a way to look at it....we do nothing on our own...for Father will raise us up....so when we are on the right path...we are **risen** with Christ.

<at-peace> Oh okay.... we are to be humble unto Father, and he will raise us up

<opentext> Exactly, charlene.  We all know how dandelions can spread....just from one plant. 

<big_L>   opentext,  does satan have the authority to make us fall?  Or...

<stowe^> Do we do it to ourselves?

<now-faith> Col 3:1  If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.   (KJV)

<opentext> satan cannot do it...we have to do  it ourselves, Kathy. satan cannot do it...we have to do  it ourselves Kathy. satan has no power over us, unless we give it to him.  

 <opentext> 2 Tim 2:16-18, But shun profane and vain babblings: for they will increase unto more ungodliness. And their word will eat as doth a canker: of whom is Hymenaeus and Philetus; Who concerning the truth have erred, saying that the resurrection is past

 already; and overthrow the faith of some.  

<opentext> shun...to keep away from...avoid.

<now-faith> I think of canker there as like the "flesh eating disease" and how rapidly it spreads, or as the definition states, like gangrene.

<opentext> Exactly, michie.

<opentext> anyone ever got a little mad at someone?

<now-faith> yes

<big_L>So opentext, this "vain babblings" is speaking of people not teaching the word right?

<at-peace> yes

<opentext> kathy...anything that is contrary to the Word.

<now-faith> Empty--devoid of life.

<helpmate> Gangrene. kills completely.

<opentext> And as you were dwelling on why you were mad at that person...did it stay small in your thoughts...or did the anger grow??

<big_L>  It grows.

<now-faith> It grew the more thought I gave to it.

<helpmate>  No.....all consuming.

<at-peace> ditto

<opentext> So then, pretty soon, it consumed all of your thoughts.

<now-faith> oh yes

<at-peace> yes

<opentext> How hard is it to return to the straight and narrow path then?

<big_L> Probably pretty hard if you are consumed with anger.

<helpmate> Very hard...takes more work than before.

<now-faith> Impossible if the thought(s) are not dealt with.

<at-peace> Yes, as helen and michie stated so well.

<opentext> 2 Tim 2:16-18, But shun profane and vain babblings: for they ​will increase​ unto more ungodliness. And their word will ​eat​ as doth a canker:

<opentext> So, any time we allow wrong teachings into us, and we do not deal with them immediately.....then we can be in for a very rough time.  And unless we are taking the time to feed our spirit man each day...how will we be able to resist?

<at-peace> We would not be able to.

<patience> we can't.

<at-peace> We can't stand on our own strength, we can only stand on the strength of the Lord.

<opentext> Gal 5:7-8, Ye did run well;​  who did hinder you that ye​ should not obey the truth? This persuasion cometh not of him that calleth you.   (KJV)

<opentext> Many times we are the hinderance,  since we are the ones that have to choose not to hear and obey the truth..

<opentext> 2 Pet 2:2-3, And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by

 reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of. And through

 covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you:

 whose judgment now of a long time lingereth not, and their damnation

 slumbereth not. (KJV)

<opentext> Definition for pernicious...

766  aselgeia-

unbridled lust, excess, licentiousness, lasciviousness,

 wantonness, outrageousness, shamelessness, insolence

when anything else becomes more consuming than the

 Word

<opentext> Definition for feigned...

4112  plastos (plas-tos');

from 4111; molded, i.e. (by implication) artificial or

 (figuratively) fictitious (false):

KJV-- feigned.

<opentext> Definition for merchandise...

1710  emporeuomai-

1) to go a trading, to travel for business, to traffic, to trade

2) used of a thing, to import for sale

3) to deal in

4) to use a person or a thing for gain

<opentext> So,  unless we know the Word of truth....what can keep us from being led astray?

<now-faith> nothing

<stowe^> nothing

<lil`lamb> nothing

<helpmate> nothing

<now-faith> We are led away with feelings and emotions and what "feels good".

<opentext> 2 Pet 2:18-19, For when they speak great swelling words of vanity, they allure through the lusts of the flesh, through much wantonness, those that were clean escaped from them who live in error. While they promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of corruption: for of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he

brought in bondage. (KJV)

<at-peace> nothing

<opentext> How often are our egos puffed up by great swelling words?

<stowe^> Was thinking about how often people will fall into the "send in your money" for false promises ... instead of taking the time to study the Word for themselves. Quite often our egos can be puffed up.

<now-faith> Often when we are looking for man's approval.

<opentext> cheryl...yes, selling the Word of God....and yet it is a free gift...and most think that it can be bought and sold.

<opentext> Buy prayer cloths...holy oil...holy water...books...testimonies...all gimmicks that take one away from the Word....they tell a person to read all these other books...but never **The Book**

<stowe^> Yup, and so many people fall into it because of their own laziness .. and looking for the "quick fix".

<opentext> Exactly, cheryl.  They want someone else to work out **their** salvation for them.

<lil`lamb> So, it's not good to read any things "about" salvation like articles?

<opentext> We need to always be asking Father what He would have us read...or what we should study.  What answers does God not have in His Book?

<at-peace> Father has all the answers... His Word is settled in heaven.

<stowe^> They are all there if we will take the time to seek them out .

<lil`lamb> ok

<helpmate> Absolutely none.

<patience> Worldly answers...man's answers.

<CB> It's tried seven times.

<opentext> All scripture is given by inspiration of God....and it is for our advantage.  Father already knows what His Word will do....how about you?

<opentext> Ps 12:6  The words of the LORD are pure words: as silver tried in a

 furnace of earth, purified seven times. (KJV)

<opentext> Gal 5:9  A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump.  (KJV)

<opentext> It only takes a **little** leaven to cause an effect on you.......as well as those around you.

<opentext> Gal 5:10-13  have confidence in you through the Lord, that ye will be

 none otherwise minded: but he that troubleth you shall bear his judgment, whosoever he be.  And I, brethren, if I yet preach circumcision, why do I yet suffer persecution? then is the offence of the cross ceased.  I would they were even cut off which trouble you.


For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another.
 (KJV)

<opentext> Tomorrow we will start with these verses...any questions from today?

<opentext> anything to share?

