<at-peace> Father, we come before you this day through your Son Jesus Christ... we ask Father that you would prepare our hearts and ears to hear and receive all that you have for us this day. That will enable us to continue our walk unto you, and continue to point others unto you Father. That will enable us to continue our walk unto you, and continue to point others unto you Father...<at-peace> we ask Father that you would watch over our

 brother Larry and our sister Helen as they begin their journey across the states to share your glorious Word, > and through out their journey... we give you Father and you alone all of the praise, honor, and glory in and through your Son our Lord and Saviour Christ Jesus...

<opentext> Gal 5:24, And they that are Christ's ​have crucified the flesh w​ith the affections and lusts. (KJV)

<opentext> Not always an easy thing to keep the body in subjection to the Spirit. Most of us have an idea of what being crucified would be like, so then we also have to see the

 task that it sometimes is to get the flesh in control.

<opentext> Col 2:12-15, Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead. And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses; <opentext> Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross; And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of

 them openly, triumphing over them in it. (KJV)

<opentext> We have to remember that He took these things out of the way...and mailed them to His cross...for it is in Christ that we always triumph.  Not always an easy thing to turn these things over to Father....and ask Him for the help and guidance that we need

<opentext> lol...nailed...although if you mail them...you get them out of arms reach. How many of us try to get victories over our areas of short-comings ourselves...and then wonder why we fall short?

why we fall short?

<renewed> I have and still do at times

<big_L> everyday :)

<shama> yes sure have done that

<at-peace> Yes, have done that, and sometimes still do.

<lil`lamb> ya

<disciple> yep

<opentext> We need to recognize that Jesus Christ paid the total price....that everything big or small...He already paid the price for...and took them to the cross and the grave with Him. As we crucify the flesh...with its affections and its lusts....it is at this point that we recognize as well as realize that He already did it all....and we ask Him for help in the areas where we are struggling. This is accomplished with the Spirit of Christ, not with the works of the flesh. Yet how often do we try to accomplish the spiritual by the works of the flesh?

<renewed> Yes, I sometimes have it backwards....

<disciple> The struggles we have are merely the manifestations of finished work...they aren't ours to keep.

<shama> too often

<at-peace> sometimes

<helpmate> sometimes

<opentext> Gal 3:2-3  This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?
Are ye so foolish? having begun in the

 Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh?   (KJV)

<renewed> yes it was

<shama> yes

<helpmate> yes

<at-peace> yes

<opentext> miz...the struggles that we have, are a lack of our acknowledging the finished work....that is why we have to place them on His cross.

 <opentext> Col 2:23, Which things have indeed a shew of wisdom in will worship, and humility, and neglecting of the body; not in any honour to the satisfying of the flesh. (KJV)

<opentext> How often is it that we do things that please the flesh, rather then doing that which causes the spirit man to grow?

<renewed> sometimes

<big_L> more than i care to admit

<helpmate> More often than we would like to admit.

<shama> Often...when our flesh is in control rather than the Spirit leading us.

<at-peace> Sometimes, thankfully learning daily. To feed my spirit man more than the flesh.

<opentext> It all returns to the fact....that we need to take the time each day to make sure that our spirit man is adequately fed.

<opentext> 1 Pet 3:21, The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ: (KJV)

<opentext> Do we concentrate on the problem or the solution?

<renewed> We always need to concentrate on the solution.

<shama> We should concentrate on the solution.

<at-peace> Most often the problem, where we need to be concentrating on the solution.

<disciple> Depends on who we are looking to in order to solve the problem.

<helpmate> We should be concentrating on the solution.

<opentext> If we got a flat tire on the car....and just stood there and grumbled about the tire being flat, would we ever get to our destination?

<renewed> nope

<at-peace> nope

<shama> no

<big_L> No, but i have done that before.

<renewed> lol, me to kathy!

<opentext> We already know we have a problem...now we have to apply the solution...get the jack and spare tire out...repair the problem, and return to the straight and

 narrow path that leads to Father's house.

<helpmate> Someone rescued me.

<opentext> Father's arm is never to short to save...never to short to rescue us from where we are at, but we have to ask for His help.

<renewed> yes we do.

<at-peace> It's learning to get our pride out of the way, and humbly asking Father for help.

<helpmate> exactly

<opentext> Ps 136:11-12  And brought out Israel from among them: for his mercy endureth for ever:  With a strong hand, and with a stretched out arm: for his mercy endureth for ever (KJV)

<opentext> Ps 89:13-14  Thou hast a mighty arm: strong is thy hand, and high is thy right hand.  Justice and judgment are the habitation of thy throne: mercy and truth shall go before thy face.  (KJV)

<opentext> Isa 59:16 And he saw that there was no man, and wondered that there was no intercessor: therefore his arm brought salvation unto him; and his righteousness, it sustained him.
 (KJV)

<opentext> If we will all remember the newsletter from 2 weeks ago....about being in the quicksand...that after we called out for help...we had to grab the rope. When we call out to Father for help...and He gives us the solution, then we have to grab onto it.  

<shama> And not let go of it.

<opentext> Exactly steph.

<opentext> How many times does Father send the solution...and we do not like His remedy?

<helpmate> Or the person who it comes through?

<shama> We sometimes think we have all the answers.

<big_L> Probably a lot at least for me.

<opentext> Part of growing...learning to trust Father and

 His answers

<disciple> For all us, at times, kathy.

<opentext> I Jn 2:16-17, For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. And the world

 passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever. (KJV)

<opentext> The solution is so easy....walking in the will of God.....however, we have had many years of where we have allowed the flesh to be the controlling factor.

<big_L> Yes and its hard to change  or to remember to depend on Father at first.

<opentext> And it takes diligence and patience on our part to overcome that with the Word...to be sure to get all of the weed out of the ground...not just cut the top off. This overcoming of the flesh is not something that we overcome in one day, one week, one month or a year. Rather it is something that we work at each day. We allow this Word to bring about this change as we ask Father daily that which He would have us do. As

 we do this, we will then walk in the Spirit, always (mostly) seeking Father's counsel.

seeking Father's counsel.

<renewed> Yes each day asking Father for this day alone.  Sometimes I want to make a lifetime habit change in one day .

<at-peace> lol... think most of us do.

<opentext> Allowing Father to work with us each day.....and before we know it, the problem is gone, because we have focused on the solution, rather then staring at the flat tire.

<helpmate> Old habits sometimes die hard.

<shama> So as we allow weeds to be pulled out then His Word can fill that space in our life that the weed was taking up?

<opentext> They died at the cross...sometimes hard getting them there....where they belong.

<opentext> Exactly steph.

<opentext> Gal 5:25, If we live in the Spirit, let us also​ walk​ in the Spirit. (KJV)

<shama> Kinda like replacing the weed with something that is going to produce fruit.

<opentext> definition for walk...

4748  stoicheo (stoy-kheh'-o); from a derivative of steicho (to range in regular

 line); to march in (military) rank (keep step), i.e. (figuratively) to conform to virtue and piety:  KJV-- walk (orderly).

<opentext> Yes steph....allowing the fruit of the Spirit  to come forth, rather then works of the flesh.

<at-peace> Straight and narrow path....(to range in regular line).... to walk... if we are running, we may be running over someone else or knocking them down.

<opentext> Ps 37:23-24  The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD: and he delighteth in his way.
Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down: for the LORD upholdeth him with his hand.
 (KJV)

<opentext> His lamp is illuminating where our next step should go.

<opentext> Rom 8:4-5, That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. For they that are after the flesh do mind the

 things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit. (KJV)

<opentext> Rom 8:6-8, For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to

 the law of God, neither indeed can be. So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. (KJV)

<opentext> A day by day process of learning to walk in His Word. today, this day, will you take the time to be sure each step that you take is ordered by the Lord?  

<opentext> Gal 5:26  let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one another, envying one another.  (KJV)

<opentext> Monday we will start with this verse...any questions from today?

<disciple> larry, although the things we struggle with are because of our lack of knowledge, isn't these things also manifested by satan, knowing that the price has already

 been paid for them?  And it is due to our lack of knowledge or trust in Father that keeps us struggling with them?

<opentext> miz...some of it is lack of knowledge...some pride trying to do it ourselves, as cheryl just shared. It can be any number of things...the key is to listen to and obey Father's instructions for the solution. This is why we continue in the Word each

 day....then it is the truth that sets us free, not anything that we can do or have done.

<opentext> 2 Cor 2:14  Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place. (KJV)

<opentext> our victory is ​**always** ​in Christ

<helpmate> We get in that  ** carnal comfort** and do not want to leave.

<shama> It reminds me of how i was when I was trying to learn the Truth, and kept asking Father why He wasn't helping me understand, then He reminded me that I was

 doing it all in *my* strength not thru His Spirit, and *I* was getting no where.

<big_L> opentext, can't the answer be there, but if we don't know how to access it  then it does us no good.

<disciple> I have never found comfort in carnality...it's frustrating to me.

<opentext> kathy...most of the time...the answer is so easy, that we look right past it.

<renewed> Like the can of WD40!

<big_L> Well, tha'ts what i mean, not to bore you with another tire story  but when i was just learning to drive my dad forgot to tell me the tire was under the trunk floor  and

 when i had a flat i just thought i didn't have one until a stranger showed me.

<opentext> steph...exactly....we need to quit trying ourselves...get out the oil of the Holy Spirit...and let Father do the work.

<shama> :-) yeah

<blessed> This talk is sure hitting home here.

<opentext> kathy....lol....can understand that....but what most people forget...is that before they take something like an auto out, they should read the instruction manual

 before they operate it, so they do not injure someone else or themselves....it always comes back to being prepared....our feet shod with the preparation of the gospel.

<big_L>  opentext, is that how a lot of men end up destroying people under the name of the Gospel  because they don't take the time to read the manual?

<opentext> kathy...exactly.

<big_L> Oh my, I think i understand.

