<opentext> Father..we thank you for you Word which is life to our very being. That no matter what it may appear that we are going through in the physical, that our focus is still always on you, and the deliverance provided through your Son and our Savior Jesus Christ.  We thank you Father for your Holy Spirit who is our teacher and our guide as we journey through your Word. With open hearts we receive your Word this day, that it will make us the stronger more capable servants for the work of your kingdom.

<opentext> Gal 5:22-23, But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. (KJV)

<opentext> If nothing else, by the time we are through with this verse...we will all know.   where it is.

<opentext> 19  agathosune (ag-ath-o-soo'-nay); **goodness**, from 18; goodness, i.e. virtue or beneficence: uprightness of heart and life, goodness, kindness. KJV-- goodness,. ​uprightness of heart and life​

<opentext> Rom 15:14, And I myself also am persuaded of  you, my brethren, that ye also are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, able also to admonish one another.   (KJV)

<opentext> We need to always remember, that even though no one else is watching, Father always is...and this is what should cause us to always live the proper lifestyle.

opentext> Eph 5:9-12, (For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth;) Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord. And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them. For it is a shame even to speak of those things which are done of them in secret. (KJV)

<opentext> This is why we separate ourselves from those that preach another gospel.

<at-peace> Sometimes it appears that no one is watching, yet when we do something that is not in line with what others are used to they have been watching.

<opentext> This is why we talk about the truth...not the lies.

<helpmate> Come out from among then and be ye separate saith the Lord.

<opentext> charlene...we are in human bodies...and thus subject to the limitations of it...we do not know who all is watching us...the thing that we have to keep fresh in our heart and minds is that Father always is, and this is what should be motivating us.

<now-faith> We cannot hide anything from God, no matter how much we try to deceive ourselves or others around us.  Evil communications does corrupt good morals.

<opentext> Anything that does not put forth the Light of the Gospel is wrong...and we are not even supposed to be studying things such as that, but rather the truth that will keep us free.  I have always wondered...how people thought that studying the development of lies...would make one smarter in God's Word?...it never made sense to me

<renewed> Nope it's only the truth that will set you free.

<helpmate> It sure makes satan happy though.

<opentext> What happens to a person if they keep hanging around a person that is teaching and sharing lies?

<now-faith> They believe the lie that they can "handle" it, that they will not be effected by it, that it will only "sharpen their sword" (ability to discern).

<renewed> They start doing the same thing.

<helpmate> They start to believe the lies themselves.

<mizpah> The other person picks up on those lies and starts talking the same way.

<shama> They believe the lies, too.

<now-faith> They will hear, receive and accept and be captivated by them.

<at-peace> They begin to pick up those characteristics also.

<opentext> Eph 5:9-12, (For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth;) Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord. And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them. For it is a shame even to speak of those things which are done of them in secret. (KJV)

<opentext> We sometimes read the verses...but wee do not hear what they are saying. It is only as we separate ourselves from them....that we are able to maintain our walk....and hopefully they will follow.  This is the only way that we can maintain our uprightness of heart...that we can maintain our virtue.  Look at what happened to Lot...because he thought he was stronger then them.

<helpmate> 2 Cor 6:17  Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you,  (KJV)

<mizpah> o/

<opentext> yes miz

<mizpah> You are talking, not in a secular job, but as fellowship, right?

<opentext> Fellowship...correct...with anyone that purports to be a Christian...yet what they say and teach does not line up with the Word.

<mizpah> ok

<opentext> In a job...we set the example...and that person has to deal with it.

<now-faith> When I was working a secular job, I had a choice of coming out from amoung them or participating in their conversations and actions......so I think that could apply to areas of our lives.

<renewed> But even in a secular job we can separate ourselves from those who are offensive and not join in their evil conversation.

<helpmate> Even in a secular job you can be a part of the group...but remain separate.

<now-faith> Apply to all areas of our lives.

<opentext> Good answers....we set the example that Father asks of us...not what the world wants from us.

<opentext> II Th 1:11-12, Wherefore also we pray always for you, that our God would count you worthy of this calling, and fulfil all the good pleasure of his goodness, and the work of faith with power: That the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you, and ye in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ. (KJV)

<opentext> The Word is a lamp to our feet...the Word is what lights our path.  It is our walk in uprightness that will set the example for others to search for and follow...and may even ask of the hope that is within you.

<opentext> Gal 5:22-23, But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. (KJV)

<opentext> Next we are going to look at faith.

<opentext> 4102  pistis (pis'-tis); faith,  from 3982; persuasion, i.e. credence; moral conviction (of religious truth, or the truthfulness of God or a religious teacher), especially reliance upon Christ for salvation; abstractly, constancy in such profession; by extension, the system of religious (Gospel) truth itself:  1) conviction of the truth of anything, belief; in the New Testament of a conviction or belief respecting man's relationship to God and divine things, generally with the included idea of trust and holy fervor born of faith and joined with it. a) relating to God: the conviction that God exists and is the creator and ruler of all things, the provider and bestower of eternal salvation through Christ    b) relating to Christ: a strong and welcome conviction or belief that Jesus is the Messiah, through whom we obtain eternal salvation in the kingdom of God  c) the religious beliefs of Christians d) belief with the predominate idea of trust (or confidence) whether in God or in Christ, springing from faith in the same 2) fidelity, faithfulness; the character of one who can be relied on. KJV-- assurance, belief, believe, faith, fidelity.

<opentext> Why do you think Paul had faith so far down the list?

<mizpah> Because the rest of it all rests upon our faith...it is the base or substance of everything else.

<helpmate> If you have all the other things you can then have faith.

<at-peace> ditto

<opentext> Good answers.

<now-faith> Those are the building blocks that faith is made up of.

<at-peace> If the others are developing within you, your faith is also being developed.

<opentext> It is as we allow the other traits to develop...than our faith develops to the place where we are imitators of Christ...and not the world.  We operate and act by what the Word says now...not what the world thinks or says.

<helpmate> They are sort of listed in order of importance.

<opentext> The more those traits are operating in our life...the more of Christ people will see in us.

<helpmate> Without love....you cannot have any of the others.

<opentext> Exactly...we have to recognize God's character first-- for He is love.  He first loved us...when we did not deserve it.

<opentext> Heb 11:6-13, But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.

<opentext> So often...don't we see people believe God because of something physical that happens...rather then just because He is??

<helpmate> Diligently seek = study to show yourself approved onto God.

<now-faith> Yes, absolutely.

<at-peace> yes

<shama> yes often

<helpmate> yes

<mizpah> Yes.

<now-faith> And then their faith wanes because there might not be a next physical thing to confirm to them.

<opentext> I think of that song...just because He is...i need no other reason to love and praise Him.

<opentext> Very good answers.

<helpmate> I was thinking about that song, too.

<opentext> By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house; by the which he condemned the world, and became heir of the righteousness which is by faith.

<opentext> Noah responded to God's love...because He sure did not build the ark in the last few days.  Don't we often respond when we things go wrong...rather then heed Father's warning?

<now-faith> yes

<shama> yes

<NewSong> yes

<mizpah> yeh

<at-peace> yes

<helpmate> Yes...we don't hear the warning signal.

<now-faith> We sometimes don't like the warning signal or where that warning signal comes from.

<opentext> The Spirit is always trying to warn us...we just are not always paying attention.  That also, michie.

<opentext> By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went. By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise:

<opentext>  Don't most of us want God to show us where we are going...as well as what the results will be?

<NewSong> yes

<now-faith> yes

<renewed> And the means to go..

<helpmate> yes

<at-peace> yes

<mizpah> Yeh...we try to control God.

<shama> yeah

<opentext> Abraham went by faith....and was blessed...Lot went by what he saw...don't we act like that much of the time?

<renewed> Yes seeing with the physical eye instead of with the spiritual.

<now-faith> Yes, we operate in what we can see, rather than by faith.

<NewSong> yes

<at-peace> yes

<helpmate> yes

<opentext> We need to see as Father does..not as the world does.  How many of us could go through what Paul went through to reach but one more with this gospel message?

<at-peace> Trust Him, and give not thought to tomorrow, or what we shall eat, or wear, or live.

<helpmate> Not many...but you would.

<now-faith> If Father asked me too, I could through His strength, otherwise......no, I could not.

<mizpah> That would be so difficult...i sure couldn't at this stage of my walk.  But, he was at this stage once, too.

<renewed> Not sure I could.

<shama> I would probably fail in that.

<NewSong> I couldn't.

<at-peace> Not sure i could either, yet.

<opentext> That is why we take one step at a time.  That is why we ask Father what He would have us study today.

<now-faith> And only do what Father asks us to do where we are right now, because Father wouldn't ask us to do something we were not well equipped to handle....right?

<opentext> We ask Father what He has for us to eat of the bread of life on a daily basis.

<mizpah> We keep forgetting Paul was a new creation in Christ Jesus at one time.

<opentext> Exactly michie...we usually get in trouble because we are looking at what someone else is doing...rather then focusing in and on the Word.

<opentext> Matt 6:33-34  But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you..  Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof. (KJV)

<now-faith> Paul also took some years away before ever embarking on going out and teaching the gospel of  the mystery of Christ, taking that time to study for Father's

 approval and wait upon Him to say that it was time.

<opentext> What would we be like....if each day we sought first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness?  Very good point michie.

<now-faith> We would be more like Jesus Christ each day.

<mizpah> We would be strong, healthy Christians.

<renewed> Much more confident in who we are in Christ.

<at-peace> We would be much more develop in faith, and stronger more capable servants, for all that Father asks of us.

<opentext> This is why we seek first each day Father's kingdom...that which is within us by Christ...our righteousness. And then...Father will provide all that we have need of, as we ask for that which we need each and every day...for we walk in now faith.

<mizpah> Just enough faith for today...because we can't store it up.

<opentext>  So today...ask Father what He is asking of you...and then do it to the best that His ability in you is developed to.  Any questions from today?

<mizpah> o/

<opentext> yes miz

<mizpah> When you are talking about fellowshipping with the wrong people...like my brother...just cut them off and keep cutting them off, because they don't preach the truth?

<helpmate> What happens if you state to listen the wrong words....you cut yourself off from Father.

<shama> Isn't it separating yourselves from them spiritually, by not accepting what lies they preach, rather than physically...because some times you cant cut yourselves off from them physically?????

<at-peace> Evil communications corrupt good morals.

<MrPicky> I cannot tell people who they should or should not listen to...but we do need to hear what the Word says...and it did say to have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness.

<mizpah> But, right...if it corrupts good morals, then physically, we have to stay away as not to get corrupted.

<renewed> steph at work, I physically remove myself from people who are telling bad jokes, by walking away from.

<renewed> larry are you going to cover Hebrew 11:10 tomorrow?

<at-peace> Are you sure you mean 11:10, or 11:11?

<MrPicky> lol...yes...we will cover that first think tomorrow.

<renewed> okay :-)) will wait until then.

<renewed> miz made the comment about us only having enough faith for today .. we can't store it up ... but if each of us is given *the measure of faith* is that correct, and

 don't we build upon our faith as we study the Word?

<MrPicky> We have been given the measure of faith...each day we develop...or learn to draw more out of our spirit man, as our mind is further renewed in the Word.

<renewed> okay, thanks.

<MrPicky> We have the measure of faith...which is enough to get us through this day....because we do not look past today.

<MrPicky> Tomorrow as we seek God...there will be enough for then.

<helpmate> We never run out as long as we keep seeking.

<MrPicky> Exactly helen.

<mizpah> yeh, i was talking about, you couldn't read the Word today, and try to store it up for tomorrow, and stay out of the Word the next day and keep developing your

faith like that.  You have to develop it every day.

<renewed> Oh, okay .. thanks for clearing that up for me.

<MrPicky> Exactly....many people try to store up on Sundays for the rest of the week and end up weak.

<mizpah> Right...that is what i was getting at...it is a daily walk in faith...developing your faith each day for that day.

<MrPicky> Each day...allowing more of the light out from the hidden man of the heart.

<mizpah> Sorry my answer was confusing, cheryl.

<renewed> Not a problem sis ... I'm probably not hearing today .

<helpmate> Another reason why our words are so important, so say not to confuse those around us that are seeking.

<helpmate> We need to ask Father , is this really what or how you want me to say this.

<at-peace> Listening to Father for His acceptable words.

<helpmate> Exactly.

<mizpah> Sorry, all...i thought it was a good point, and i messed up in the wording.

<at-peace> It is a good point, sis.

<helpmate> It is a very good point.

<at-peace> A lot of times, I've said something, and didn't listen to Father's acceptable words and it all came out wrong...we ask for forgiveness and move forward.  The point was there, but was miss understood.

<helpmate> Same here....we need to be swift to hear...slow to speak.

<mizpah> ok, guys...got it.

<at-peace> sorry sis

