Sept. 28

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day, and the blessing of this time to gather together in the name of your Son and our saviour Jesus Christ. Let us open our hearts and ears to receive your Word of life for us this day.  That which will make us the stronger more capable servants, for the work of your kingdom. Let us learn to share and work together, that we would be able to set the example that one more would follow.   Father, we give you and you alone, all of the praise, honor, glory and thanksgiving through Jesus Christ our Lord and saviour…


<opentext> Gal 5:15-16, But if ye bite and devour one another, take heed that ye be not consumed one of another. This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. (KJV)


<opentext> Galatians 5:13-26  PP5,  Note, Mutual strifes among brethren, if persisted in, are likely to prove a common ruin; those that devour one another are in a fair way to be consumed one of another. Christian churches cannot be ruined but by their own hands; 

but if Christians, who should be helps to one another and a joy one to another, be as brute beasts, biting and devouring each other, what can be expected but that the God of love should deny his grace to them, and the Spirit of love should depart from them, and that the evil spirit, who seeks the destruction of them all, should prevail? (from Matthew Henry's Commentary)


<opentext> The devils main goal, is to get discord started amoung the brethren. If he can get us fighting and bickering within ourselves, what good can we be to anyone else?

<mizpah> No good at all.

<renewed> no use at all to anyone else ... not even to ourselves ....

<helpmate> nothing at all

<Coyote> Yup.

<at-peace> No good... because our focus is off of Father and on the flesh. 

<shama> no good, except to satan


<opentext> Eph 4:16-17  From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love. This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind,   (KJV)


<opentext> We are to edify each other....that is to build up...to encourage...to exhort, not discourage.  In the world, we see constant struggles and battles to see who will be in control. To see who will be the one in charge. Yet, as members of the body of Christ, we know that Jesus Christ is the head, so that has already been established; so now  it is a matter of each of us seeking what Father's will is for each of us, as to how we can each best serve Him.

<Coyote> Yes.

<opentext> If all want to be the hands.....and there are no feet....where is the completeness of the body??

<renewed> It isn't complete ... and hinders it's use.

<mizpah> There would be a distorted body.

<shama> It can't be complete then.

<at-peace> there  wouldn't be

<helpmate> Nothing would work together.


<opentext> 1 Cor 3:3-4, For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men? For while one saith, I am of Paul; and another, I am of Apollos; are ye not carnal? (KJV)


<opentext> Envying...strife, and divisiveness...have no place within the body of Christ...

<opentext> these are the signs of those that are operating in the flesh...and are still on the milk of the Word.


<opentext> Gal 5:15 But if ye bite and devour one another, take heed that ye be not consumed one of another.  So we are able to see...that many of the problems that plagued the Galatians, were also prevalent in Corinth....

<renewed> o/

<opentext> And we are able to see that it also one of the major problems today...as man has made all kinds of divisions and denominations....each playing by there own sets of rules...rather than the Word of God for their guide...i.e. the Holy Spirit to lead then and guide them into all truth.

<opentext> yes cheryl

<renewed> I am not sure what the difference is between devouring and consumed in this passage .. why does he make the distinction?

<opentext> Cheryl...remember how the Lord Himself referred to the fact that there would be wolves in sheep's clothing amoung us?

<renewed> yes

<opentext> First a wolf maims its prey...and makes it suffer before it dies...i.e...bites.

<renewed> ah okay, thanks

<opentext> As it continues to tear at it...eventually death comes....and then it is devoured. and consumed.  That help cheryl?

<mizpah> o/

<renewed> Okay ... I guess I was thinking of consumed being .... so intent on what another person was doing that we have lost our focus of Father.

<opentext> yes miz

<renewed> Yes, it does thanks.

<mizpah> So, are you saying that if strife and division exists, that is because there is wolves in sheep's clothing in the body around us?

<opentext> It is not always from a wolf....these are traits that the devils tries to get started in everyone of us...as he tries to get us to revert to the flesh.

<mizpah> ok

<opentext> We forget, that the world has trained and taught us to be competitive...to do whatever and whenever necessary...to get to the top, and thus when we revert to the flesh...these are the traits that will come out....and start divisions and strifes.  This is why we are told to walk in the Spirit...and we will not fulfill the lusts..desires..traits of the flesh.


<opentext> 2 Cor 12:20, For I fear, lest, when I come, I shall not find you such as I would, and that I shall be found unto you such as ye would not: lest there be debates, envyings, wraths, strifes, backbitings, whisperings, swellings, tumults: (KJV)


<opentext> How many of say, that if Father sent Paul the Apostle to teach us we would change?


<helpmate> many would


<mizpah> It isn't the teacher that causes the change, it's the individual.

<renewed> ummm, like to say that would be true .. except I know it probably wouldn't make a difference if my heart wasn't in the right place

<at-peace> Paul can't change us.... we have to want to change and look to Father to help us...no man can change us.

<opentext> And yet from the 3rd chapter in the first letter to the Corinthians....to a year later in the 2nd letter to them....we see the same traits being carried on... very good answers.  For Jesus Christ spent about 3 1/2 years ministering publicly...and yet only about 120 were waiting at the day of Pentecost....so we see it is all up to the individuals heart...and motivation


<opentext> James 3:14-16, But if ye have bitter envying and strife in your hearts, glory not, and lie not against the truth. This wisdom descendeth not from above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish. For where envying and strife is, there is confusion and every evil work. (KJV)


<opentext> 2 Cor 11:2-3, For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ. But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ. (KJV)


<opentext> It is the simplicity of the gospel of Christ...it is not hard...it is not complex....it is based on love....as we saw Jesus Christ portray throughout His life.


<opentext> Gal 5:16-17, This I say then, **Walk** in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfill the lusts of the flesh. For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would. (KJV)


<opentext> 4043 peripateo- definition for **walk**- to walk: a) to make one's way, progress; to make due use of opportunities  b) Hebrew for, to live  1) to regulate one's life  2) to conduct oneself  3) to pass one's life.


<opentext> Walk, to take one's time. Not trying to keep up with where we think everyone else is at. Not trying to be where every one else thinks that we should be at. Seeking Father's counsel each day, to know where He wants us at, and then being content with that.

<helpmate> where ***we*** think we should be

<renewed> walk in the Word ....today

<shama> wow yeah...without overtaking Father

<opentext> It is a tough thing when one gets ahead of Father...have been there...and let me tell you...it is not fun.

<shama> the sheep follow

<opentext> Good point steph.  The body of Christ is a team, not a bunch of individuals, seeing who can outdo each other. Are you content with what Father has asked of you? Today?

<helpmate> yes..i am now

<mizpah> Each day, we have to seek what Father wants of us on this particular day...not what we did yesterday or what we think we may do tomorrow.

<opentext> exactly....

<renewed> Yes, because we can only waste away today ... not yesterday or tomorrow, by not being obedient to what is being asked of us.

<opentext> And doing that which He asks of us today...to the best of our ability...being led and guided by the Holy Spirit...who will lead us and guide us with the truth...for His Word is truth.

<helpmate> We can't change yesterday....tomorrow is not yet here.  If we are lead by the Holy Spirit....there will not be room for satan to enter.

<opentext> So often, Father will ask something so simple of us, to do today....and we will mumble and grumble...and not do it....and  in acting this way...we have hindered Father....from being able to bring us further along in the truth...we have hindered our own growth....as well as those who were watching our example.  There is a battle going on each day. And, unless we stay renewed daily in the Word, the flesh will gain the upper hand; it will be in control.

<helpmate> sweet water and bitter, cannot come from the same faucet

<opentext> fountain...

<renewed> Passive disobedience is not different that out right disobedience ... it is still not doing what Father has asked of us.

<mizpah> o/

<helpmate> thank you

<opentext> If we do not do as Father asks of us...we have disobeyed....to what degree we disobeyed is not of consequence....we did not do as asked.

<opentext> yes miz

<mizpah> What is passive disobedience?

<`Blu> failing to do something we should

<helpmate> sort of like a little sin or a big sin....sin is still sin

<helpmate> There are no degrees.

<opentext> passive resistance...opposition not apparent...

<renewed> I like the example of my two daughters ... if I would ask one to shut the door, she might outright refuse me ... the other would say she would .. but then would go sit down and not do it (passive)

<opentext> When we ignore what the Word says...we lean back to our own understanding...i.e. ...operating in the flesh...and we see nothing wrong with what we are doing.  It is only as we allow the Light of the Word on the scene...that we are able to see the darkness that we were operating in.  The worlds best excuse...is still an excuse.


<shama> Rom 8:13-14 couldn't be more clearer in telling us what will happen

<opentext> When we operate in error...it matters not how much error we operate in...we are still operating outside of the Word.


<opentext> Rom 8:13-14  For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live.  For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.  (KJV)


<opentext> Gal 5:18, But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law. (KJV)


<opentext> John 1:17  For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.   (KJV)


<opentext> For by grace are we saved through faith...faith comes by **hearing**, stopping all that we are doing...and giving audience to the Word of God....for then we shall know the truth, and the truth shall make us free...if we continue in His Word

<opentext> Will you continue in His Word today??

<NewSong> yes

<shama> yes

<mizpah> yes

<at-peace> yes

<opentext> We will stop here for today....any questions from today??  Very good participation today...thank you all for that.

<renewed> was thinking that all Father asks of us is to take one step at a time  ... to begin the journey and then He will guide each step as we look to Him ...

<opentext> exactly

<renewed> Thy word is a light unto my path ....

