<opentext> Father, we come before your throne this day, that we might receive from you your heavenly manna and living waters, that will make us the stronger more capable servants through Christ Jesus our Lord…

opentext> Gal 4:12, Brethren, I beseech you, be as I am; for I am as ye are: ye have not injured me at all. (KJV)

<opentext> Phil 3:7-8, But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ, (KJV)

<opentext> Paul, was always out to bring one more to Christ. Have we got to the place in our walk yet, that with confidence we can tell others to follow our example...because we are sure of our walk with God, that we will not lead any astray?

<stowe^> not me, not yet

<mizpah> ditto

<shama> no

<opentext> Paul also said...be ye followers of me, as I am of Christ....follow the example that i set by the Word...but recognize that i also still have short-comings...as I die

daily to the flesh. We often times forget, that we are to be

examples of the believers.

<now_faith> o/

<opentext> yes michie

<NowFaithIs> Jesus of Nazareth gave us the example of how to keep the flesh in subjection to the Spirit as of one that was born with the Spirit. Paul gives us that example of one that had to allow the Spirit to weed the old man of the flesh to allow it to become in subjection to the Spirit.

<opentext> Good analogy...and thus why Paul told Timothy...to be an example of the believers...each of us has developed the Word in certain areas of our life...and in those areas we can set the example of the believers. 

<opentext> Gal 4:12, Brethren, I beseech you, be as I am; for I am as ye are:

<stowe^> Paul had learned to be free from the law.

<opentext> Yes he did, cheryl. And Paul told them to be as he was....in the liberty of Christ...but he also was growing each day...always learning. We can all learn from each other.....and we can all teach each other...by how we live the Word each day. Each of us has our strong points...and each of us has our weak points....thus we bear each others burdens...by holding each other up in prayer. It is always easier to find each others weak

points, but seldom to we tell each other of their strong points.

<NowFaithIs> Also by being an example of how we have manifested the victory in those areas of weakness, so that others dealing with those areas can see that victory and be encouraged through it.

<opentext> Exactly, michie.

<opentext> Gal 4:12, Brethren, I beseech you, be as I am; for I am as ye are: ye have not injured me at all. (KJV).

<opentext> How often when someone rejects the Word of truth...do we take it personally?

<stowe^> Quite often.

<helpmate> Very often.

<NowFaithIs> Very often, especially if we are looking at it as *our* work and as *our* counsel and not as Father's where we are just the vessel for His use.

<opentext> John 15:20-21 Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also. But all these things will they do unto you

for my name's sake, because they know not him that sent me. (KJV)

<opentext> If they are not seeking the truth, why will they want to hear anything that Father has to say through you?

<helpmate> They won't.

<stowe^> They won't and we can't let others acceptance or rejection affect *my* walk with Father.

<mizpah> Nobody will.

<opentext> How often do we allow that rejection to injure us?

<helpmate> We take it personally.

<stowe^> Used to be always but as I grow more confident in my walk ... doesn't as much anymore.

<NowFaithIs> When we are looking at it as our work, or we are trying to save that person, we will always allow that to injure us.

<opentext> Rom 8:35-36 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the

slaughter. (KJV)

<opentext> Note, that it says...who shall separate us. Not what...but who.

<NowFaithIs> Trust no man of the flesh.

<opentext> So often when i hear this verse quoted...they say what. Not who.

<helpmate> If we take it to personally,....we are separating ourself.

<opentext> 1 Cor 9:20-23, And unto the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain the Jews; to them that are under the law, as under the law, that I might gain them that are

under the law; To them that are without law, as without law, (being not without law to God, but under the law to Christ,) that I might gain them that are without law. To the weak became I as weak, that I might gain the weak: I am made all things to all men, that I might by all means.

<stowe^> Because our focus is on the person instead of Father.

<opentext> Or...shake the dust from our feet...so as not to get our walk dirtied.

<NowFaithIs> If we are giving the words that Father has us give and doing that which Father has us to do, the results either way should not be of any concern to us. If we do become concerned, then we too can get dragged down into the mud with them.

<opentext> We belong to the "heavenly messenger service", our job is to deliver that which Father gives us...no more...and certainly no less.

<opentext> we can empathize with someone...but we should not sympathise.

<nfi> o/

<opentext> Yes, michie.

<NowFaithIs> I think of when those were offended by what Jesus Christ said (after feeding them all) and they *all* turned and walked away and walked with Him no more. Jesus Christ didn't go chasing after them saying "hold on...let me explain what I meant....lets talk about this some more."

<opentext> Leave the 99...and go out and look and listen for the **one** more that is seeking assistance.

<opentext> 2 Cor 12:14-15, Behold, the third time I am ready to come to you; and I will not be burdensome to you: for I seek not yours, but you: for the children ought not to lay up for the parents, but the parents for the children. And I will very gladly spend and be spent for you; though the more abundantly I love you, the less I be loved. (KJV)

<NowFaithIs> If we are listening to and allowing the murmerings of those that are not listening to Father's counsel, wouldn't that drown out the one crying out that is

seeking? For I seek not yours, but you: though the more abundantly I love you, the less I be loved.

<stowe^> I seek not your material possessions ... but you personally.

<opentext> Exactly, cheryl. The world teaches us that we should be loved and cherished in all that we do. Yet Paul clearly shows us, that the more that we love people in Christ, the less that we will be loved.

<stowe^> How can people love us when they reject what we have to offer?

<opentext> That is why we are to operate in the "agape" our spiritual love...not that of the "phileo" our fleshly love. This is where we have to learn to see and observe in the spirit...and not in and through the flesh when we look through the eyes of the flesh...isn't this where envy, strife and division come in?

<NowFaithIs> Rising above in and through Christ and casting all our cares upon Him so that we can be effective for His use. Absolutely.

<stowe^> Yet the whole world teaches us ... if you love me, then I will love you ... our love has always been on the condition it will be returned ...yes it is.

<mizpah> Yes, it is.

<opentext> And what did Paul say it was, when envy, strife and division were present?

<stowe^> It was carnal.

<opentext> 1 Cor 3:1-3 And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ. I have fed you with milk, and not with meat:

for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able. For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men? (KJV)

<stowe^> Wow ... never noticed before it says walk as *men* and not Christ.

<now_faith> o/

<opentext> yes michie

<NowFaithIs> I was thinking on that verse about searching the Word while it can still be found....and what I heard was that if one rejects Father and the Word long enough...their heart will be so hardened that they can no longer hear the Spirit or the Word of truth...and can no longer find that which will set them free.

<opentext> That is why Paul told Timothy...not to neglect the gift that was in him.

<NowFaithIs> And I see that here, with what Paul is staying...that he had to speak to them as unto carnal because they were so hardened and had to be fed milk again.

<opentext> We have to continue in the Word...now faith...to be delivered ...now....this is what set us free, and keeps us free.

<stowe^> Milk softens dry bread.

<opentext> Today...if you do not harden your heart...quit living in the past....what can you do "today"

<now_faith> 1 Pet 4:2 That he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh to the lusts of men, but to the will of God. (KJV)

<helpmate> All things through Christ.

<opentext> Gal 4:13 Ye know how through infirmity of the flesh I preached the gospel unto you at the first. (KJV)

<opentext> Each and everyone of us...has an infirmity called the flesh...it hinders us...it gets in the way...it slows us down and tries to drag us down. For they that are in the flesh...cannot _____ God?

<stowe^> please

<helpmate> please

<now_faith> please

<mizpah> please

<shama> please

<opentext> So any time we are operating in the flesh...we are operating with an infirmity.

<stowe^> Yes, we are.

<opentext> For a moment...stop and think how much you have grown since when you first believed...can you see growth there?

<stowe^> yes

<now_faith> yes

<mizpah> yes

<helpmate> Yes....very much.

<opentext> Would you go back and try to preach with the knowledge that you had when you first believed?

<mizpah> no

<now_faith> Absolutely not.

<helpmate> no

<stowe^> No, definitely not.

<opentext> Gal 4:13, Ye know how through infirmity of the flesh I preached the gospel unto you at the first. (KJV)

<opentext> …at the first.

<opentext> Gal 4:14 And my temptation which was in my flesh ye despised not, nor rejected; but received me as an angel of God, even as Christ Jesus. (KJV)

<stowe^> o/

<opentext> Yes, cheryl.

<stowe^> Don't know if this will make much sense,. but it's like Father is saying you have always seen yourself in the physical trying to appropriate the spiritual, but

reality is. You need to see yourself as spiritual and the physical is just an earthly container for it.

<opentext> Exactly. We are a funnel through which the Word of God passes through.

<now_faith> We "are" presently seated in heavenly places in Christ, we "are" presently complete in Him, so the physical cannot bring about anything of the spiritual.

<opentext> Keeping the body in subjection to the spirit.

<helpmate> Just a receptacle to hold the spirit till we are home with Father.

<opentext> Dying daily in the flesh, becoming more alive in the spirit. If we look back we can all see short-comings that we have had in the flesh...but are we to be looking

back??

<mizpah> no

<NewSong> no

<helpmate> no

<stowe^> No .. never ... forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to the high calling in Christ Jesus.

<now_faith> No. No man putting his hand to the plough and looking back is fit for the kingdom.

<opentext> What was yesterday, what was wrong has been forgiven and forgotten by Father, and what we did right was credited to our spiritual account. What now can

you do for Father today?

<opentext> Phil 3:7-8, But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ, (KJV)

<opentext> This is a good place to stop for today...any questions? Anything to share?

<mizpah> What is the difference between empathy and sympathy?

<stowe^> Not a question .. but just a thought ... is a whole new shift of thinking for me and gives new meaning to walk in the spirit and you will not fulfill the desires of the

flesh.

<NowFaithIs> If we look back we are also looking at what we haven't accomplished, or where we haven't grown yet, instead of focusing on where Father has us today.

<opentext> Empathy is to be able to realize ones situation.

<NowFaithIs> cheryl, when you were saying about trying to appropriate in the spiritual by the means of the flesh…I remember when I too did the same thing. Every time they had communion in church and I tried to "feel" something spiritual, when I was dunked in the water and was depressed because I didn't "feel" anything spiritual about it, I thought something was wrong with me.

<opentext> Sympathy is to join in ones sorrows.

<opentext> That help miz?

<stowe^> Exactly michie, but what I was seeing was as long as I was seeing myself in the physical trying to appropriate the spiritual. The physical was blocking the

spiritual from coming forth, but if I see myself as being spiritual, which we are. Then the physical becomes a container that the spiritual can pour out of, instead of

being a filter which prevents the spiritual from coming forth in a pure way.

<mizpah> yeh

<now_faith> When we empathize, we realize the situation, we relate as we have "been there"...and we pray for manifestation of the victory in that area. When we sympathize, we usually get dragged down into the situation ...don't we?

<NowFaithIs> Amen, cheryl! the mountain that needs to be though removed!

<stowe^> Mountain------> myself most often.

<NowFaithIs > Yes! like you said if we see ourselves as in the physical trying to appropriate that spiritual. That physical is the mountain blocking our way to Father.

<stowe^> yup

<NowFaithIs> And *we* have to say unto that mountain, be thou removed....without doubt, without unbelief and without unforgiveness, then it "shall" be done.

<opentext> Luke 3:4-5 wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be brought low; and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways shall be made smooth; (KJV)

<opentext> When we humble ourselves before God, we remove ourselves as that mountain.

<NowFaithIs> Submit yourselves to God and resist the devil and he will flee from you....the devil who always tries to get us to operate in the physical.

<now_faith> hello melissa

<shama> Can we not go forward if we have a mountain in our life?

<NowFaithIs> Can we hear and see Father in how to go forward if we have a mountain in our life blocking our access to Him?

<helpmate> It becomes a stumbling block.

<Melissa15> I know you aren't God, and you don't know him personally, and you don't hear his voice and you can't ask him questions, face to face, and get straight answers, but

<now_faith> I know Him personally and I do hear His voice, Melissa, I do ask questions and get answers.

<Melissa15> ok great, shhh...That is wonderful, so can you ask him,

RIGHT NOW...why there is life?

<now_faith> So He can be glorified.

<now_faith> II Th 1:12 That the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you, and ye in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ. (KJV)

<Melissa15> Well, so you are saying, we are all living, and some terrible, troubled, lifes without love and hope, and faith and strength, and everything you need to stay alive, just for him to be glorified? Well, gee...I wouldn't make people live like some do, just so I am glorified.

<NowFaithIs> Melissa, people don't have to live that way, they choose to.

<opentext> The purpose of life...is for Father to see those that will do as He asks of them...so He will know who will live and reign with Him for eternity.

<Melissa15> Umm...no I don't think it is up to people. Rather, they have a job, make it through certain troubles or anything like that. God is in charge, God makes the

miracles, why doesn't he help those people who need it?

<opentext> melissa...do you choose for friends...those that abuse and use you?

<now_faith> Because they reject Him and turn from Him, He made it all available to anyone that would receive, but will not force Himself upon anyone.

<Melissa15> Actually, I do choose my friends, and they don't use or abuse me, and I do the things I do that I shouldn't do, I admit, but, I don't understand how you can sit here saying this, sounding like … if someone with a high school and college education, tries NowFaithIs> It is because of an individuals unbelief that things happen in their lives. Jesus Christ came to give life and give it more abundantly, it is up to each individual to accept all that He gave.

<Melissa15> I think God controls that, and rather they go to Church or not.

<opentext> Each and every person has there own free will...or own choices to make...God cannot, nor will not violate that.

<now_faith> If God forced Himself upon anyone, Melissa, you would not have the choices in your life that you do.

<Melissa15> Okay, here is a situation....There is this guy, 24, just got out of college,

graduated...he is looking for a job, while staying in an apartment with a friend, his parents are both dead and here he is there are no relatives to stay with, he looks

and looks and looks, meanwhile, his friend is paying the rent, he friend kicks him out, because he has no money, and he knows someone who does and could pay rent...so,

the guy is left on the streets, with a college degree in whatever.

