<opentext> Father we thank you for this day, and this time that we can gather together to hear your counsel and guidance by you Holy Spirit, because of Jesus Christ our Lord and saviour. This day, let us block out the distractions that would otherwise block our hearing, and allow that measure of faith to develop. As fast as we ask this Father, we thank you and praise you for the answers through Christ Jesus our Lord ....
<opentext> Gal 3:1-2 O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified among you? This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? (KJV)
<opentext> One thing that we did not cover or bring to light yesterday....was the fact that the Galatian people had no knowledge of the law...prior to their conversion to Christ.
<helpmate> Weren’t they barbarians from other countries.
<opentext> Yes...mainly from the kelt tribes
<NowFaithIs> wow
<at-peace> o/
<opentext> So we can then see, that is does matter how it is when we hear this message of faith, that unless we continue in the faith...grounded and settled...we to can be sold a bill of goods that we do not need.
<opentext> Yes charlene.
<at-peace> One thing i noticed when going over yesterday's bible study that I did not hear or see was that the Gal 1 starting with verse 6 i think seemed to be about the same as Gal 3 starting in verse one.
Gal 1 was warning.
<opentext> As with the way Paul was.....he always brought out a point, and then re-emphasized it, and spelled it out clearer. In chapter one, he tells them clearly that they have given ear to other teachings. Here in chapter 3 he tells them they were moved by what they saw
<opentext> How often is it that we will follow the example that other people set for us?
<mizpah> often
<helpmate> Sometimes...specially if we think they are right.
<NowFaithIs> often indeed
<stowe^> Quite often if we are convinced they know more than us.
<at-peace> ditto helen
<opentext> So then, once we have heard something, and then see that a lot of people are doing, we have a tendency to follow and imitate that which the majority is doing.
<stowe^> yes
<opentext> We do not perceive it as being the law, but rather are entranced into doing what everyone else seems to be doing.
<NowFaithIs> Yes, there is usually a justification involved.
<opentext> Gal 3:2-3 This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?
Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh? (KJV)
<opentext> So, these people received the grace of God, through the message of faith, and then people come along and tell them works of the law are necessary....how foolish indeed. Yet if we are looking to the created for wisdom, rather then the Creator, we will be mislead as well as misguided. Jesus Christ told us very clearly that His kingdom was not of this world....so then why are we (as a whole) so caught up in establishing works here?
<stowe^> Because we tend to act on the things our eye can see, or our flesh can take pride in.
<mizpah> Must not trust Jesus Christ if we want to build our works here.
<at-peace> It has been engrained for some time, and it will take diligent study in God's Word and time with Father to undo that which wrong.
<helpmate> It is the way of the flesh, and we get caught up in it by seeing others doing it rather than staying focused on things above.
<opentext> Especially in the developed countries, where success is measured by what one has, by what they possess.
<opentext> 
love of money = power of this world. Christ = God's power in His realm.
Each day, we to have to make the choice of who we will serve this day.
<stowe^> o/
<opentext> It is when we look to the power of this world, that we become foolish, just as the Galatians were. Yes cheryl.
<stowe^> Was just thinking ... isn't it the greatest trick of the enemy for those Christians who are diligently seeking ... to confuse them on who and what Christ did for us?
<opentext>Yes, that is a very big part of it, because as long as we only acknowledge the physical aspect of His redemptive act, we then fail to see how He delivered us over all the power of the enemy. As long as we only see the physical, we will never get off of the milk of the Word, and can never develop into that mature spiritual being that Father wants us to be. They that worship Father, ***must*** worship Him in Spirit and in truth....and being on the milk, one can never get to that point.
<stowe^> Again having a zeal for God but not according to knowledge.
<opentext> Correct.
<helpmate> And studying for Father's approval.
<opentext> For in Christ, are **all** the treasures of wisdom and knowledge, and unless we study the Word, seeking only Father's approval...we will get led astray.
<NowFaithIs> They never had a problem believing he was Jesus of Nazareth, the problem was in their believing He was the Christ, the Son of God.
<stowe^> Wonder if that was the really the problem .... or they were tricked into believing somehow the Judiazers could *add* to their belief?
<at-peace> They are walking by sight, not by faith.
<opentext> How discouraged would you get, to be preaching the Word...and then those that walked with Jesus Christ came along right after you, and taught the people another gospel?
<NowFaithIs> Probably very discouraged.
<stowe^> Very discouraged.
<NewSong> Very.
<mizpah> Very discouraged.
<at-peace> Very.
<opentext> This is what we fail to hear and see.
<shama> Very.
<opentext> The disciples and their followers came along right after Paul...and probably said something like....we walked with Him...Paul persecuted us.....who are you going to believe...us or him?
<helpmate> The seed that fell on stony ground...took root but did not have substance so soon withered away.
<opentext> It is no different today....the denominations will say....look at all the people we have following us....and there are so few doing what you are...who is right, they will ask you
<mizpah> Contrary to popular belief, there is not safety in numbers.
<opentext> Mark 4:16-17 And these are they likewise which are sown on stony ground; who, when they have heard the word, immediately receive it with gladness; And have no root in themselves, and so endure but for a time: afterward, when affliction or persecution ariseth for the word's sake, immediately they are offended. (KJV)
<helpmate> All we can do is point them to what it says in the Bible. This is where i take my direction from.
<opentext> Gal 3:4-5 Have ye suffered so many things in vain? if it be yet in vain. He therefore that ministereth to you the Spirit, and worketh miracles among you, doeth he it by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? (KJV)
<opentext> Faith comes by _____?
<at-peace> hearing
<stowe^> hearing
<mizpah> hearing
<helpmate> hearing
<NowFaithIs> hearing
<opentext> The law comes by ____?
<NowFaithIs> Hearing by the Word of God (hearing of faith).
<helpmate> works
<mizpah> doing
<NewSong> following?
<stowe^> doing
<opentext> Works...physical actions...what did the thief on the cross have to do that day to be saved?
<stowe^> believe
<shama> believe
<helpmate> just believe
<opentext> And God is __ respecter of persons!
<stowe^> no
<helpmate> no
<mizpah> no
<at-peace> believe
<at-peace> no
<opentext> So then tell me, how has this message of faith become so perverted?
.<helpmate> Man's interpretation.
<mizpah> Because of man's laws and traditions, aka denominations.
<stowe^> The enemy likes to trick ... and pervert the truth.
<at-peace> By those who want to control others through their doctrine.
<opentext> It amazes me, that the Galatians started off with the truth, and as Paul says, were so soon removed from it. So this should tell us quite clearly, that unless we too stay rooted and grounded in the word of truth, we too can be swayed from it.
<stowe^> We need to know what the Word says.
<helpmate> Swayed with every wind of doctrine.
<opentext> Gal 3:5-6 He therefore that ministereth to you the Spirit, and worketh miracles among you, doeth he it by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness. (KJV)
<opentext> Here we see Paul now reaching out to the Galatians, by expounding to them, that it was promised to Abraham, and it was accounted to him for righteousness, 430 years before the law ever was.
What do you think when you here the word **accounted**?
<NowFaithIs> Charged to his account, like at a bank.
<stowe^> I think of the word credited to him, or reckoned to him.
<mizpah> To his benefit.
<opentext> How many of you have ever seen Father's ledger book?
<stowe^> not me
<mizpah> Not me.
<shama> no
<at-peace> nope not me
<helpmate> Not unless it is the Bible.
<opentext> Did Abraham ever see it while here on earth?
<NowFaithIs> no
<helpmate> no
<stowe^> no
<at-peace> no
<mizpah> No.
<stowe^> He believed the promise, but never saw the fulfillment of it. 
<opentext> So then we are able to see what Paul was trying to get across to the Galatians here. That Abraham never saw the fulfillment of Father's promise...yet believed God no matter what anyone else said.
<stowe^> Faith does not come by seeing or works.
<helpmate> He knew what he knew and nothing was gong to change him...it came from the heart.
<opentext> This is the place that we...the individual...has to come to, to believe God's Word over whatever man may try to tell you or show you. Exactly cheryl and helen....we have to put Father above anything else...and hold fast to Father's Word.
<NowFaithIs> If we are saved by grace **through** faith, then it is easy to see why if we try to be justified through the works of the flesh, we have fallen from grace because we are no longer operating **through** faith, yes?
<opentext> yes michie
<NowFaithIs> wow, ok
<opentext> Gal 3:6-7 Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness. Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham. (KJV)
<opentext> This is what we see Paul spelling out for them very clearly, that they are of the seed of Abraham, who was before the law.
<stowe^> Yes, and only those who are of faith, are the children of Abraham.
<opentext> So if the promise was to Abraham before the law, why would they want to follow something that was not of the promise?
<stowe^> To please man, and because they had been tricked into believing others knew better then them.
<NowFaithIs> Operating in the wisdom of the carnal mind .
<helpmate> Lazy....like the churches of today....the believe everything that is being taught, but never go back to see what the Word has to say about it.
<at-peace> Because they didn't check out what was being taught to them, thus allowing themselves to be swayed.
<at-peace> They didn't stop to question all that they heard to see if it were of the truth.
<opentext> How well could you hold to your confession of faith, if you were not able to indeed see the results that Messiah has brought?
Abraham never got to see the results of the promise Father made to him, and yet he believed...we have seen the results, and yet waver. Today...will you hold fast your profession of faith? We will start here tomorrow. Any questions from today? Why are we referred to as the seed of Abraham?
<opentext> lol michie...we will get into that tomorrow.
<NowFaith> :-) sowwy!
<NowFaith> Abraham didn't have the Holy Spirit indwelling him either, and yet he held fast.
<opentext> Correct.
<stowe^> Was thinking about Paul calling the Galatian's foolish. and had a picture of my father asking us *where was your head at?* when we did something we knew was wrong. 
<shama> Where is it in the Word that says about God being no respecter of persons?
<opentext> Yes, and since Paul was the one that was used to deliver them the Word of faith...it did hurt Paul to see them chasing folly 
<NowFaith> Acts 10:34 Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons: (KJV)
<NowFaith> 1 Pet 1:17 And if ye call on the Father, who without respect of persons judgeth according to every man's work, pass the time of your sojourning here in fear: (KJV)
<shama> thanks
<opentext> Rom 2:11 For there is no respect of persons with God. (KJV)
<opentext> Gal 2:6 But of these who seemed to be somewhat, (whatsoever they were, it maketh no matter to me: God accepteth no man's person:) for they who seemed to be somewhat in conference added nothing to me:
KJV)
<opentext> Eph 6:9 Also is in heaven; neither is there respect of persons with him. (KJV)
<shama> wow ok :-)
<mizpah> exceedingly abundantly all that we ask or think
<opentext> Col 3:11 Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all. (KJV)
<opentext> Deut 10:17 For the LORD your God is God of gods, and Lord of lords, a great God, a mighty, and a terrible, which regardeth not persons, nor taketh reward: (KJV)
<opentext> 2 Chr 19:7 Wherefore now let the fear of the LORD be upon you; take heed and do it: for there is no iniquity with the LORD our God, nor respect of persons, nor taking of gifts. (KJV)
<opentext> Why would man want to tell you that, because then it would show that all are equal in Father's eyes? Paul was always showing the people that he was flesh and blood just as they were...as we see from
this passage. 
<opentext> Acts 14:14-15 Which when the apostles, Barnabas and Paul, heard of, they rent their clothes, and ran in among the people, crying out. And saying, Sirs, why do ye these things? We also are men of like passions with you, and preach unto you that ye should turn from these vanities unto the living God, which made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all things that are therein: (KJV)
<stowe^> Funny how many of us accept salvation by faith, but then go about in the flesh trying to keep our salvation .
<opentext> Thank you all for the good participation today .
<at-peace> Was studying yesterday’s bible study, and one of the verses was:
John 16:13 Howbeit, when he (Jesus Christ), the Spirit of truth (the Holy Spirit), is come, he will guide you into all truth.... the Holy Spirit brings truth to everything and there is comfort in truth
(Jesus Christ said he would send a comforter)
<opentext> Exactly cheryl, just as the Galatians did.
<stowe^> lol .. we are all so performance oriented, guess it comes from being told all our life ... nothing is
free .... you have to earn or pay your way.
<opentext> I Jn 2:26-27 These things have I written unto you concerning them that seduce you. But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him. (KJV)
<NowFaith> Or always seeking to gain the approval of man all our lives.
<stowe^> True michie. 
<stowe^> Yes charlene, we keep looking to *others* to guide us into all truth ... except the Holy Spirit.
