August 12

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day, and this opportunity to gather together in your name through you Son Jesus Christ, our Lord and saviour

as we gather before your throne this day, let each of us with open hearts and minds hear the counsel that you have for each of us here this day that through your wisdom and knowledge it would make us the stronger more capable servants for the work of your kingdom

<opentext> Why had Paul went to Jerusalem?

<NowFaith> To meet with the disciples?

<stowe^> To confer with the apostles about the revelation of Jesus Christ.

<opentext> Acts 15:1-2 And certain men which came down from Judaea taught the brethren, and said, Except ye be circumcised after the manner of Moses, ye cannot be saved. When therefore Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and disputation with them, they determined that Paul and Barnabas, and certain other of them, should go up to Jerusalem unto the apostles and elders about this question.(KJV)

<at-peace> Father had asked him to go, and probably he didn't know at first why, but later found out that it may have been to confront Peter and the other apostles.

<opentext> We often times forget the grace of God that has been made available to us.  Man with his wisdom, puts all kinds of restrictions or limitations in and on the grace of God.  We are saved by grace through faith...it is the gift of God...very plain, very simple.  But as we can see with those that were in Jerusalem, they had now added to the Word of God...and had placed the people under bondage, and in this case the bondage of the law.  As i have traveled over the years....every place i go, i always see restrictions or limitations placed upon God's children.  Whether in one place it be water baptism, to having to speak with tongues...to any other number of ridiculous things that man has dreamed up to put the people under bondage, and keep them under their control.  If we are saved by grace through faith....why do we then want to further complicate Father's plan of salvation from the simplicity that is there?

<stowe^> So man can keep control, instead of allowing Father to be in control.

<NowFaith> I don't, men do to have power because they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge.

<opentext> Correct cheryl...man always likes to be in control of each and every situation. And yes, michie, they have a zeal for God, and not according to knowledge, and the end result is the same as Saul had before Christ....it brings about spiritual death.

<opentext> Gal 2:11-12 11But when Peter was come to Antioch, I withstood him to the face, because he was to be blamed. 12For before that certain came from James, he did eat with the Gentiles: but when they were come, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing them which were of the circumcision. (KJV)

<opentext> So Paul had come to Jerusalem to confront them on the issue of circumcision...and the fact that they were teaching that besides grace, this also was needed.

<NowFaith> o/

<opentext> yes michie

<NowFaith> I notice that once they departed from grace, they also feared man, instead of fearing God.

<opentext> Whenever we leave the perfect love of God, there is fear, and we know that fear has torment. So once we listen to man, or the devil above God, we have entered the fear zone, and we can be sure of torment.

<NowFaith> yes

<stowe^> yup

<opentext> And this is what the church centered in Jerusalem was teaching.  Even after this confrontation, it is amazing to watch what then transpired.

<opentext> Acts 15:28-29 28For it seemed good to the Holy Ghost, and to us, to lay upon you no greater burden than these necessary things; 29That ye abstain from meats offered to idols, and from blood, and from things strangled, and from fornication: from which if ye keep yourselves, ye shall do well. Fare ye well. (KJV)

<opentext> So after all of the issue on circumcision was settled....they sent them off with a new list of restrictions.  Once we put ourselves in bondage, it is a difficult thing to come out from under.  How many here want to live under the law?

<NowFaith> Not me.

<stowe^> No thanks :-)

<NewSong> Not me.

<at-peace> Not me.

<comeb4him> Not I.

<shama> Nope.

<comeb4him> I want to be free in Christ.

<opentext> Rom 6:15What then? shall we sin, because we are not under the law, but under grace? God forbid.(KJV)

<opentext> And yet we have to remember, that this is only about 12 to 15 years after Jesus Christ has left the earth, and already the church is under such heavy bondage...how could this happen?

<NowFaith> devil

<stowe^> They fell back to that which was familiar?

<opentext> If we remember the parable of the sower, we remember in 3 instances of the Word being accepted, the devil came immediately to take away that which had been sown in the heart.  The devil will come immediately to take away that which is sown. He has not changed some 1980 years later, same sins, just different packaging. 

<at-peace> Satan comes to kill, steal, and destroy what he can of our faith... if we allow it.

<opentext> Exactly, charlene.

<opentext> Gal 2:12 12For before that certain came from James, he did eat with the Gentiles: but when they were come, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing them which were of the circumcision. (KJV)

<opentext> Notice even Peter operated in fear from those that were of Jerusalem.  So, if Peter feared them, what message would that send to those that Peter was around?

<stowe^> That these were men that were powerful and needed to be obeyed, and would cause others to fear them.

<NowFaith> that they need to fear them and that the separation of Jew and Gentile was still in effect.

<at-peace> To also fear the hierarchy of those in Jerusalem.

<opentext> It is one thing when the fear affects us, but what about without our knowledge, it affects others because of our actions?

<NowFaith> Then we have put a stumbling block before others and have offended, to which we will be responsible for.

<opentext> Gal 2:13 13And the other Jews dissembled likewise with him; insomuch that Barnabas also was carried away with their dissimulation. (KJV)

<opentext> Notice that this action, even caused an affect on Barnabas, who had been working with Paul for some time.

<opentext> Definition for dissimulation.

5272  hupokrisis-

1) an answering 

2) an answer 

3) the acting of a stage player 

4) dissimulation, hypocrisy

<opentext> How much do you think this riled Paul?

<NowFaith> Oh, quite a lot, especially considering how much he had overcome himself in regard to the law and the separation of Jew and Gentile.

<stowe^> Very much so.

<NewSong>  a lot

<shama> heaps

<at-peace> a lot

<opentext> Isn't this the same things that we see today, as people try to put others under bondage to the law?

<NowFaith> yes

<shama> yes, it is

<at-peace> yes

<opentext> Because we think that certain people are in position of authority, we think every thing that they say is from God, and never bother to check it out against the Word.  And yet we with our infinite wisdom, think that we are above the errors of the early church.  This is why you, the individual, have to study to show yourself approved unto God.  You have to rightly divide the Word of truth.  You can not pick and choose what part sounds good to you, but you have to hear and do all that Father asks of you.  It is only then that you can stand before Father with no reason to be ashamed.

<opentext> Gal 2:12-14 when they were come, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing them which were of the circumcision.13And the other Jews dissembled likewise with him; insomuch that Barnabas also was carried away with their dissimulation. 14But when I saw that they walked not uprightly according to the truth of the gospel, I said unto Peter before them all, If thou, being a Jew, livest after the manner of Gentiles, and not as do the Jews, why compellest thou the Gentiles to live as do the Jews? (KJV)

<opentext> How often do we neglect speaking that which Father has asked of us?

<stowe^> sometimes

<NowFaith> Sometimes, when I am not confident.

<shama> sometimes too often

<at-peace> sometimes

<opentext> What do you think it was like for Paul, to be sent by Father, to bring correction to all those that had been apostles before him?

<stowe^> Very difficult on the flesh, he would have to keep in mind who was asking him to do it.

<shama> Very difficult.

<at-peace> ditto

<NowFaith> If he had looked at it in the flesh, he would have been quite intimidated. if he looked at it in the Spirit, he would operate in Father's confidence of where he, himself had been brought out of.

<opentext> How often when Father shows us things in the Word.....do we hear all that He is saying to us....or do we give our thoughts over to those who we thought were serving God before us, and thus know better?

<stowe^> Quite often before, am learning to listen to Father more.

<NowFaith> Not as often as before.

<at-peace> Learning to listen to Father more and more each day.

<opentext> Faith is developed by hearing, and by taking the time to hear all of the counsel of God through Christ Jesus His Word.  Any time that we give ear to those things that are contrary to the Word, it erodes at that of our faith that has been developed.  It would be like trying to put water in the gas  tank of your car, and then wonder why it would not run properly. Any false teaching, cause this to happen to our spiritual motor.

<stowe^> Sometimes difficult not to do when you have been brought up to respect those in authority over us.

<opentext> It even caused an apostle, Baranbas, to error from the straight and narrow path that he was on.

<stowe^> Yes it has for me.

<opentext> cheryl, yes, and that is from a thinking pattern that was taught contrary to the Word of God

<at-peace> Those who seem to be of authority, but by whose authority are they operating under.

<opentext> No matter who is sharing the Word of God with us, we have to be just as the Bereans were, and go each day, and make sure that all that we have heard lines up with God's Word.

<NowFaith> Was just going to say that, we have to respect those in authority who Father has given authority to, not to whom man has.

<opentext> 2 Tim 2:15-16 15Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 16But shun profane and vain babblings: for they will increase unto more ungodliness. (KJV)

<NowFaith> respect Does not equal blindly following.

<opentext> This is why we study for Father's approval...not any man's....and we have just seen within the Word what can happen when one gives ear to vain  and profane babblings.

<at-peace> Until you know the mystery of the gospel of Christ and study God's Word to know the truth, you are blinded by the things of this world.

<opentext> Was Paul the majority or minority here in what we have seen this morning?

<NowFaith> Definitely the minority.

<shama> The minority.

<NewSong> minority

<stowe^> Oh the minority for sure.

<opentext> charlene...that is correct, for one is still on the milk of the Word, and are at the mercy of whomever is feeding one the bottle.

<at-peace> Minority in the flesh, majority in the Spirit.

<NowFaith> :-)

<opentext> what happens to us when we go along with the false teachings, even if we do not agree with them?

<stowe^> We put ourselves in agreement with them.

<NowFaith> We give our approval to it, and we allow the corrupt communication to get in.

<at-peace> We are giving our approval that it is okay, and thus we are also leading others astray for not standing for the truth of God's Word.

<opentext> correct

<opentext> John 8:31-32 31Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; 32And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. (KJV)

<opentext> it all comes down to what Jesus Christ spoke....If **you** continue in His Word…then, **you** are one of His…and then **you** will know the truth…and the truth will make ** you** free.

<NowFaith> And continue means to remain and abide, so that would include every action, every thought, every decision.  If we do something that does not line up with the Word, then we have departed from the truth ... correct?

<opentext> That is correct, and we are operating in fear rather then faith.  The more that we grow in the truth, the narrower our path on the way to Father's house becomes.

<NowFaith> For sure.

<opentext> The more of the truth that we know, the more that Father asks of us.  Each day, we have to go to Father, to see and hear that which He is asking of us for this day.  It is that truth that will set us free.

<opentext> John 8:36 36If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed. (KJV)

<opentext> This is a good place to stop for today...we will start here tomorrow.  Any questions from today.  Anything to share?

<NowFaith> Father shared with me (through you) about how Father will have use us to correct and admonish others in areas that we ourselves have gained the victory in....and that is so evident in what Paul did with Peter.  Who else would know that kind of overcoming of the bondage of the law?

<opentext> Good point michie....and this is why Paul was so sure of that which Father had opened to him.

<NowFaith> Right, that is where the confidence came from...I can sure understand that.

<opentext> Phil 1:5-6 5For your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now; 6Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ: (KJV)

<stowe^> Interesting I never noticed it said *fellowship in the gospel* before.  That's where it comes from. The time we spend in the Word.

<opentext> Exactly cheryl. It is that time in the Word....that will set us free.

<stowe^> I mean I've seen it before. I just never *heard* it.

<opentext> Can sure understand that.

<NowFaith> Fellowship in Christ.

<opentext> Every day should be an adventure in the Word.

<at-peace> Me neither cheryl...until now.

<NowFaith> Me either!

<opentext> Each day Father should be opening new and exciting things to us, **if** we have ears to hear.

<shama> He sure does.

<comeb4him> Yes He does.

<NowFaith> Behold He stands at the door knocking!

<comeb4him> It's like putting your ear to the track to listen for the train coming.

<opentext> lol...yes...as we know the time is soon.

