Aug 4

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day, and blessing us with this time that we can gather together in the name of your Son and our Lord and saviour Jesus Christ. Let us this morning, hear your guidance that you have for us this day, whether at the start of our day, or the meditations to rest in this evening

<opentext> we give you and you alone Father...all of the praise, honor, glory and thanksgiving through Christ Jesus ...

<opentext> Gal 1:20 Now the things which I write unto you, behold, before God, I lie not. (KJV)

<opentext> Isn't it amazing, that after all these years in the ministry...about 17 to this writing, that Paul is still trying to justify himself before the people.

<NowFaithIs> Is he trying to justify himself, or is he putting rumors to rest?

<opentext> How many of us here still try to justify to the people that which we know Father has shown us?

<mizpah> All i can do is share what Father has shared with me...it is their responsibility to believe it or accept it.

<at-peace> At times, yes.

<NowFaithIs> At times, yes, I have/do.

<opentext> Was Paul a widely accepted preacher of the Word?

<NowFaithIs> no

<mizpah> no

<at-peace> no

<opentext> Isn't it usually, that when people reject us, that we have more of the tendency, when reacting in the flesh, to find plausible reasons for them to accept us?

<at-peace> yes

<opentext> Gal 1:20 Now the things which I write unto you, behold, before God, I lie not. (KJV)

<opentext> However, not only is Paul trying to justify himself, but at the same time, he is stating quite clearly, that he is speaking as Father's representative, and is putting the responsibility totally on them if they reject the counsel that Father has sent to them through His vessel. One of the hardest things in growing in Christ Jesus, is learning to speak what Father asks of us, without adding our own 2 cents worth. How many of us like to add our own comments or agenda, to what Father asks of us?

<mizpah> :-( me...we all need to listen and tune our ears to Father.

<at-peace> No I don't like to, but sometimes if we are not listening to Father for those acceptable words..it happens.

<NowFaithIs> Me when I am not trusting in the Spirit for the outcome.

<opentext> With man being as a heard animal, and liking crowds, it is always hard to do what Father asks of us, seeing that the majority of the time, people are then going to reject us. If we recall, when Jesus Christ entered into Jerusalem, the crowds yelled Hosanna to Him; however, a week later, they with stronger voice and unity yelled ...crucify Him....has it changed any today?

<mizpah> no

<at-peace> no

<shama> no

<NowFaithIs> no

<opentext> Do you think by this time, Paul had yet gotten victory over the messenger of satan that was buffeting him?

<NowFaithIs> I am unsure that Paul ever accepted total victory over that

<opentext> had he recognized yet by this time where that messenger was sent from?

<mizpah> no

<stowe^> yes

<opentext> ...It was not until his 2nd letter to the Corinthians that he recognized that Father's grace was sufficient to deliver him from the mouth of the lion, and he again makes this clarification to Timothy in his 2nd letter.

The point being....that are flesh will always try to make us doubt our relationship with God, and that which we hear from Him. It is only as we grow in hearing the clarity of His Word and voice, that our confidence in Him grows.

<opentext> Philippians 1:6 > Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ: (KJV)

<opentext> How many are confident of this work which He has started in you?

<mizpah> I am confident that He has it started in me.

<at-peace> Father reminds me every day to be confident of this.

<shama> At times it's a struggle.

<opentext> Are we confident, that He will be the one to continue to perform it?

<NowFaith> yes, as long as I abide in Him and His Word.

<at-peace> yes

<mizpah> ditto, michie.

<shama> yeah

<opentext> Gal 1:21-23 Afterwards I came into the regions of Syria and Cilicia;

And was unknown by face unto the churches of Judaea which were in Christ:

But they had heard only, That he which persecuted us in times past now preacheth the faith which once he destroyed. (KJV)

<opentext> How many of us have as despicable past as Paul's?

<mizpah> not me.

<NowFaith> not me

<at-peace> not me either

<stowe^> sin is sin

<opentext> Then why do we have as hard of a time as Paul, in believing that Father wants to use us?

<opentext> Very good point cheryl...it is still sin that separates us from God, but very often man grades it.

<NowFaith> It is hard for our carnal understanding to comprehend the love and forgiveness of Father through Jesus Christ.

<stowe^> Because we battle with the same enemy that Paul did.

<at-peace> We have been taught in the flesh for all these years, it will take us diligently seeking Father to help weed out our garden.

<opentext> what is the hardest point for man to comprehend?

<NowFaith> Forgiveness and forgetfulness

<mizpah> For me...to believe that Father loves me enough to forgive me and want to spend eternity with me.

<opentext> Mark 12:31 And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. There is none other commandment greater than these.

<opentext> (KJV)

<opentext> If most of us love our neighbor as our self.......we are in tough shape. Most of the time we love our neighbor better then our self.

<stowe^> That's because we know ourselves and our faults so well!

<opentext> Until we recognize Father's love for us, and reflect that, how can we really be effective with the Word?

<NowFaith> We are more forgiving towards others than we are to ourselves, because we tend to remember past mistakes and keep record of them.

<mizpah> But, it's His Word that won't go void...

<NowFaith> we cannot

<opentext> Correct cheryl...we know our faults and short-comings...and have yet to recognize that they have been tossed into the past, and that they are buried.

<opentext> Until we forgive ourselves...how can we really forgive others? We will only be able to measure out, that which we accept for ourselves?

<NowFaith> We cannot, not correctly anyway.

<stowe^> We can't ... but we think we can, but we only do to the extent we are able to forgive ourselves.

<NowFaith> If we are hanging onto past things in our own lives, we will hold on to past hurts and such that other's have committed against us as well. If we keep records of wrongs in us, we will do the same for others.

<opentext> Exactly...so what we see is Paul finally getting to the point where he was able to accept Father's forgiveness, and was accepting the call that Father had placed in and on his life.

<mizpah> I think it is difficult for me to comprehend that i accept Father's forgiveness and His call on my life, but sometimes, i don't forgive me. If i remember it, then i haven't forgiven me, right?

<stowe^> Usually when I get angry with someone its because of a weakness or sin that I see in my own life ...

<opentext> Satan tries to get us to walk in the boneyard, we still have the authority to cast down that imagination...and go forward. It is when we dwell on it, that we then have entertain the thoughts, and they again begin to manifest themselves.

<mizpah> But, just because we take a quick trip through the boneyard, doesn't mean we haven't forgiven ourselves, right?

<stowe^> Is that where agree with your adversary quickly comes in ... agree that you did it but that it has been forgiven?

<opentext> yes

<opentext> 2 Cor 10:4-5 (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ; (KJV)

<opentext> Note Paul states...stay out of the flesh, keep it in the spiritual where we have the victory. miz....if we take but a quick trip through the boneyard...and then cast it down...without contemplating it....then we have accepted Father's forgiveness...for we have cast it down, and not dwelled in and on it. It is when we do more then think on it, that we get into trouble. How many years do you think Paul battled to get to the point where he could preach and teach of Father's love?

<stowe^> about 17?

<mizpah> It had to be years before that was real in his life.

<NowFaith> Many, he took three years alone with Father just to begin with.

<at-peace> Not sure, guessing quite a few.

<opentext> Yes cheryl...from what the Word tells us, and from Paul's epistles....somewhere between 14 to 17 years...and from this point on we see the love of God grow in each letter.

<stowe^> Think like a lot of us, Paul had a lot of unlearning to do :-).

<at-peace> yup, agreed.

<opentext> We all have unlearning to do, and the faster we are able to accept Father's love and forgiveness, we are then able to share and show it to others. It is easy to love God, but quite difficult to show that love to our neighbor.

As we recognize God's love for us, it is then that we will go to the ends of the world, to show and share that love with but one more, and as we can see from Paul's letter.....that love was not going out and telling them where their lives were alright, but many times telling them to put away the pity party decorations. Anyone here ever thrown that kind of party for themselves, besides me?

<stowe^> lol

<at-peace> yup

<mizpah> And invited many guests.

<shama> yeah

<opentext> lol, i was selfish...i kept it all for myself…once in awhile i invited helen.

<at-peace> lol

<opentext> Gal 1:23 But they had heard only, That he which persecuted us in times past now preacheth the faith which once he destroyed. (KJV)

<opentext> If the Word is presented on the scene, will it not get rid of the past?

<mizpah> yep!

<at-peace> yes

<stowe^> Yes, it certainly did in Paul's case.

<opentext> If they kept remembering the past, how could they ever go forward?

<stowe^> They couldn't and neither can we ...

<at-peace> They could not.

<opentext> Faith comes by hearing...stopping all that you are doing, and giving audience to the counsel of God's Word, Christ Jesus.

<mizpah> They'd just spin their wheels....but, they had to put Paul's past behind him to receive the gospel.

<opentext> How can best a rumor be stopped?

<stowe^> Not repeating it.

<mizpah> By not responding to it.

<opentext> Correct...letting it stop at you, and refute it with the Word.

<stowe^> Phil 4:8 You shall know the truth...and the truth shall set YOU free...as you continue in the Word.

<opentext> Just as Paul had set his face like a flint....to press forward for God, regardless of what anyone else thought, this is what we have to do also.

<opentext> Rom 8:31 What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us? (KJV)

<opentext> In all things....we are more then conquerors....as long as we abide in Christ.

<opentext> 2 Corinthians 2:14 > Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place. (KJV)

<opentext> Today, let each of us accept Father's forgiveness and His love, and walk forward as the ambassadors that He has asked us to be. An ambassador has to know that who he represents, and to know that, we have to accept His love.

<at-peace> And accept the position that has been asked of them.

<opentext> For God so loved (insert your name here), that He gave His only begotten Son, that YOU would live together with Him. Anything before right now is the past....what will you allow Father to do through you today? We will start here tomorrow...any questions from this morning?

<mizpah> o/

<opentext> yes miz

<mizpah> If we forgive ourselves, and we forgive others for the past....then we don't have any reason to not love ourselves...right?

<opentext> AAh...forgive and ***forget**, the forgiveness is the easier part, the forgetting is where we usually have problems.

<opentext> Isaiah 43:25 > I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions for mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins. (KJV)

<NowFaith> If you don't forgive yourself and forget...can you see Father's and other's forgiveness towards you as genuine and based on the love of Christ?

<mizpah> And forgiving others for giving us that attitude of self-loathing before we were saved.

<big_L> opentext what do u do with things u cannot forgive????

<opentext> If we see Father's forgiveness and forgetfulness......it does not matter what others think...for we know that if God be for us, who can be against us, since Father has the final say. kathy.....we have to be able to accept Father's forgiveness before we can go on.

<opentext> 2 Tim 4:16-17 At my first answer no man stood with me, but all men forsook me: I pray God that it may not be laid to their charge. Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me; that by me the preaching might be fully known, and that all the Gentiles might hear: and I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion. (KJV)

<NowFaith> That is true, larry.

<big_L> Sometimes accepting that forgiveness is hard.

<opentext> We have to get as Paul....it should not make any difference whether anyone stands with us....we see and know Father's love, and we are going to do what He asks...regardless of what man says or thinks. kathy....yes...since we have believed what everyone else has told us, rather then hearing, seeing, and feeling Father's love.

<NowFaith> larry...also need to correct my very first question at the beginning of the study of was Paul justifying himself or was he putting rumors to rest....answer is he was putting rumors to rest by trying to justify himself! hehe, I heard that about midway through!

<mizpah> Feeling Father's love is one thing, but feeling Father's love come through in others toward me is different.

<big_L> What do u mean by that miz?

<opentext> That is one of the neat things of Paul's epistles...is to see his growth throughout them, and we too then can see how we need to grow also.

<mizpah> I mean not recognizing that other's love me, because the love of God is within them.

<NowFaith> Absolutely larry...an awesome example of the incredible love and forgiveness of Father as we grow in Christ.

<NowFaith> miz, isn't that one of the ways that we recognize Father's love? To see it in the body of Christ toward us?

<big_L> opentext Is it really possible to 100% for sure know that Father loves you - i mean to be able for me to accept that no matter what others say?

<opentext> yes!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! kathy ask anyone here, if they too have not battled that in the past, myself included.

<big_L> In all that i face i think that if i could get to the point of knowing that Father really loved and cared for me i could deal with it better.

<opentext> kathy......Father loves you so much....that He has had us here for 2 1/2 years, waiting to minister to just you.

<NowFaith> For God so loved you, kathy that He sent His only begotten Son for *you*...And that goes for everyone here, however.....it took a year for me to get rid of the fear of computers....to hear Father on what He asked me to do.

<big_L> opentext how do i get to that point - that i can accept his love…all i see is my failures.

<opentext> And who has told you that? God? or the devil and his workers here?

<big_L> Not God.

<opentext> Father has offered you a ***FULL*** pardon, the devil is the one that tells you how despicable you are....who are you going to believe???

<big_L> And all that is required is to accept it??

<opentext> It is the ***gift*** of God. To receive a gift, all one ahs to do is to accept it.

<opentext> Then, read His operation manual, to see all that came with the gift, and how it operates.

<big_L> I need Father - i cant do this on my own anymore.

<opentext> Ephesians 4:7 > But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ. (KJV)

<opentext> None of us can Kathy...that is why each of us is here.

<big_L> Thank you for answering the questions.

opentext says, joyful to be of service!

<opentext> kathy...did that help

<big_L> opentext, my heart wants to believe it. I want so badly to know He loves me, but there are things that i cant forgive.

<opentext> You have to learn to trust Father's Word more then that of man's.

<opentext> kathy...correct you can't, and that is why you have to allow Father's love in to defeat that.

<opentext> 1 John 4:18 > There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love. (KJV)

<big_L> But how?

<opentext> Do you believe God?

<big_L> yes

<opentext> And if He tells you He loves you, and forgives your sins, and forgets your past through Jesus Christ, are you going to believe Him?

<big_L> I want to believe him.

<big_L> opentext, Father isn’t waiting for us to fail so he can send us to hell?

<opentext> John 3:16-17 For God so loved Kathy, that he gave his only begotten Son, that if Kathy believeth in him (she) should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn Kathy; but that she through him might be saved. (KJV)

<opentext> Father is cheering for you to make it, the devil is telling you to fail. Father has done everything for you to make it. All you have to do is accept it...and then learn His Word on how to keep overcoming.

<big_L> I apologize for so many questions.

<opentext> No need to. That is why Father has us here. The only dumb question here, is the one that is not asked.

<NowFaith> We thrive on questions as that is when we get to give the reason for the hope that is in us!

<big_L> michie u have that hope?? that u will go to heaven? and u miz?

<NowFaith> I KNOW I will go to heaven.

<mizpah> Is Christ is the root of our love...the love within us, then it is not automatic for us to begin to love others, right...we have to grow to that?

<mizpah> I am going to heaven...no doubt!

<opentext> We have to learn to love ourselves, before we can see it in ourselves, let alone see it in others. We need to love ourselves as God loves us...

<NowFaith> kathy, but like you...I had to accept all that Father has made available to me in order for me to be that certain of it.

<big_L> opentext, so if i don’t love me then i cannot see Father loving me right ?

<opentext> If you cannot see that Father loves you, how can you then believe that He loved you enough to have His Son die in your place?

<big_L> I can’t.

<opentext> 2 Corinthians 5:17 > Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. (KJV)

<mizpah> I know that Father loves me, but i don't think many others do...that is my vision clouded by my past?

<opentext> The love of God is shed abroad in our heart by the Holy Spirit the moment that we are born again....now we have the choice to believe that God was capable of doing that, or that the devil and his lies are more powerful then God.

<opentext> miz....we have to love our neighbors as ourselves.....the same love that Father showed for us.

<opentext> Mark 12:29-31 And Jesus answered him, The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord: And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment. And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. There is none other commandment greater than these. (KJV)

<big_L> But if u don’t love yourself then u cannot continue right? Until you do love you.

<opentext> kathy...do you believe what God has said that He has done for you?

<big_L> I’m sorry i am just trying to figure things out.

<big_L> You mean for salvation?

<opentext> For salvation....as well as continuing your walk with Him.

<big_L> yes

<opentext> kathy...why do you think that you are so bad??

<big_L> Because i failed.

<opentext> At what?

<big_L> At serving him. At marriage.

<opentext> Do you believe Father's forgiveness through Jesus Christ?

<big_L> Yes, sir.

<opentext> Then anything before this moment right now is the past....correct?

<opentext> Philippians 3:13-14 Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. (KJV)

<big_L> yes

<NowFaith> May I share something?

<opentext> Then if we accept His forgiveness and forgetfulness.......it is all behind us...and we have a clean slate with Father ....right now.

<opentext> sure michie

<NowFaith> The devil is continually trying to remind me what a failure I was yesterday, last week, a year ago....to remind me that I failed then so that I will give up my hope today....when it comes to my marriage, when it comes to serving Him, everything....and Father reminds me and asks me...Have you heard Me today? Did you hearken unto me TODAY? Are you hearing and listening to Me TODAY?? Then my focus is set straight in walking in TODAY's faith and leaving the past in the past. Whenever I give ear to what a failure I was before, I am crippled from being effective for His use this day.

<big_L> So what you are saying michie is that EVERYDAY is a new beginning - a new chance to hear Father and start afresh.

<NowFaith> exactly!!

<opentext> Father has forgiven and forgotten everything before right now....what are you going to do from right now forward.

<opentext> It is NOW FAITH that overcomes.

<NowFaith> Forgetting those things that are behind begins the moment that we receive Father's forgiveness, could be from things from yesterday or even five minutes ago and pressing toward afresh.

<big_L> So my failures in the past if i asked forgiveness are forgiven? He will never remember them?

<opentext> YES. HE CANNOT REMEMBER them!

<big_L> oooooooooo i am seeing this.

<mizpah> So can i have faith that i love myself and it will be so...today?

<NowFaith> PYL!

<opentext> miz....we have to start somewhere....taking that first step.

<NowFaith> TODAY, if you will hearken unto the voice of the Lord and harden not your hearts...

<big_L> I am so glad i logged on this morning.

<opentext> 1 John 1:9 > If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (KJV)

<opentext> Anytime that we blow it...we confess and get a clean slate.

<big_L> Each day? Each day he will forgive?

<NowFaith> The ONLY one that digs up things that Father has forgiven and forgotten is the devil, kathy, NOT Father...He doesn't remember...and when you say, "Father I did it again"...He says, "did what again, I don't remember" every minute of every day.

<opentext> "What are you talking about" ... have heard that from Father a time or two.

<NowFaith> :-)

<NowFaith> me too!

<big_L> oooo i could cry thank you all for sharing this.

<opentext> Psalms 103:12 > As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us. (KJV)

<NowFaith> PYL!

<big_L> I can do this - one day at a time.

<NowFaith> Psalms 130:3-4> If thou, LORD, shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord, who shall stand? But there is forgiveness with thee, that thou mayest be feared. (KJV)

<NowFaith> Absolutely kathy!

<opentext> Yes...today kathy...now faith.

<opentext> Yesterday is gone....tomorrow is not yet here...NOW faith. What will i do for God...right now...this day? 

<big_L> which is why u keep telling me to get into the word.

<NowFaith> Just hear Father ask you each time the creep tries to remind you....hear Father ask you, "are you hearing me today, are you abiding in me this day, are you serving me right now, this very minute"?

<big_L> Because each day is a new beginning so i need his word every day.

<opentext> kathy...the truth is what sets us free...His Word is truth. Each day is a fresh start with Father.

<big_L> ooooo i have been in such bondage. I am ready for deliverance.

<opentext> Colossians 1:13 > Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son: (KJV)

<NowFaith> Just as your physical body needs daily nourishment to survive and be strong....so does your spiritual.

<opentext> He has delivered you.

<NowFaith> amen!

<big_L> Yes opentext but i wasn’t seeing it.

<NowFaith> Salvation, deliverance, rescue from evil is daily, now faith, now salvation as we choose to believe and abide in Christ each day.

<opentext> It does not matter what we were like last week, last month, last year, in Christ we have a new beginning today.

<opentext> Philippians 4:8 > Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things. (KJV)

<NowFaith> The will of God for your life is to deliver you from this **present** evil world.

<big_L> And we cannot be "good enough" today to correct yesterdays mistakes we just have to go on and ask Father to help us for today - not yesterday right?

<opentext> Correct...He has forgiven and forgotten yesterday.

<big_L> I am so excited i have actually learned something.

<NowFaith> You cannot change yesterday and tomorrow isn't here yet.

<opentext> Don't let the devil steal it from you.

<big_L> I won’t.

<opentext> :-)

