July 28

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day, and this time to share and fellowship together in and through your Son Jesus Christ this day, let us have a ready heart and a willing mind to hear that which you have for us for our spiritual banquet.  We are quick Father...to give you and you alone...all of the praise, honor, glory and thanksgiving through Christ Jesus our Lord...

<opentext>  Galatians 1:16 > To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the heathen; immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood: (KJV)

<opentext> to reveal His Son in us....we see and hear these words...but do we???

<opentext> I King 19:11-12, And he said, Go forth, and stand upon the mount before the LORD. And, behold, the LORD passed by, and a great and strong wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks before the LORD; but the LORD was not in the wind: and after the wind an earthquake; but the LORD was not in the earthquake: And after the earthquake a fire; but the LORD was not in the fire: and after the fire a still small voice. (KJV)

<opentext> How often is it that we look for, and try to hear Father...in the spectacular??

Or, we may even expect a marching band to proceed Father, before He speaks to us?

<NowFaithIs> We have to recognize Father in the small things or the seemingly insignificant things..

<shama> I have learned to sit and listen intently for His voice.

<opentext> Very good answers.

<opentext> Did you notice in gal 1:16...that Paul said that he did not confer with flesh and blood?

<at-peace> yes

<NowFaithIs> yes

<mizpah> yes

<opentext> Why do you think that he said that?

<NowFaithIs> Flesh and blood cannot reveal the things of the spiritual, they are contrary.

<mizpah> So he wouldn't get what he received corrupted with man's thinking and ideas.

<opentext> very good answers

<at-peace>His focus was on conferring with Father through the Holy Spirit.

<opentext> What do you think of when you think of the word confer???

<NowFaithIs> conference

<mizpah> consult

<at-peace> conversation

<opentext> Exactly....and if Father is talking with us...why would we go consult with man...who does not know, nor acknowledge the ways of God?

<at-peace> Those of this world, the fleshly man.

<NowFaithIs> we shouldn't

<opentext> Ps 46:10, Be still, and know that I am God: (KJV)<opentext> how often is it....that when we want answers from God, the last thing that we think of or try...is to be still??

<NowFaithIs> :-)  many times

<at-peace> many times

<shama> often

<opentext> Ps 37:9, but those that wait upon the LORD, they shall inherit the earth. (KJV)

<opentext> Do you ever stop to consider...that as well as Paul knew the Word....he still had to get away, and be taught by Father for 3 years??

<mizpah> yes

<NowFaithIs> yes, and I would also imagine that his flesh wanted to immediately run to talk to the disciples who had walked with Jesus of Nazareth for all those years....and he recognized or understood that they knew Jesus Christ after the flesh.

<opentext> **we*** have the tendency to want to go and compare notes with others.......to see if we are heading in the right direction, and we do this, rather then allowing Father the time to prove it out to us in the Word.  We often times forget how Paul commended the Bereans for not believing what he said, but rather going to the Word each evening...to see if it was so.

<opentext> Rom 10:17, So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. (KJV)

<opentext> I still always marvel, that when this verse is taught on....that very seldom is the fact mentioned, that the word ***hearing*** is in there twice.  It is only as we chew on our tongue...and use both ears, that we are able to hear Father's counsel and wisdom for our life.

<at-peace> Today if you will hearken unto my voice, and harden not your heart.

<opentext> Exactly.........keep the ears clean...don't let the wax harden in them.  Keep an open passage to the Word of God.

<NowFaithIs> waxed cold

<opentext> Rom 10:14, How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard?

<opentext> What is interesting in this verse...is that the reason they have not heard...is not that a preacher was not sent....but rather that they had selective hearing....and only heard that which confirmed that which they thought they already knew.  People would rather dance and sing, then to hear that which Father speaks.  They are wanting to stir the emotions...rather then stirring the gift that is within them?  Could this be why we will have 10's of thousands turn out to hear a singer that claims to be Christian...and yet ignore the person that Father sends?

<mizpah> yes

<NowFaithIs> Yes, having emotions stirred causes no conviction in the heart.

<opentext> Song 8:13, Thou that dwellest in the gardens, the companions hearken to thy voice: cause me to hear it. (KJV)

<at-peace>   Yes, because they don't have ears and a heart to hear what Father would be telling them.... rather they would be more comfortable with the emotions.

<at-peace>  And what they know of this world.

<opentext> Each of us here has been at that point in our life at one time or another....how did we get out of it?

<NowFaithIs>  Listened to that small voice to study His Word and seek Him through His word to study to show ourselves approved ...

<at-peace> By listening to the voice within us, asking us to come and follow Him.

<shama>   By listening, hearing and obeying.

<opentext> So then...it all comes down to...hearing Father's Word....and ignoring the roaring voice of this world?

<mizpah> yes

<at-peace> Yes, the still calm voice.

<NowFaithIs> Yes, taking the time to shut out the world and get alone with Father.

<shama> yeah

<opentext> John 6:45, It is written in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of God. Every man therefore that hath heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto me. (KJV)

<opentext> All taught of God.  Note in the last part of that verse.....has heard...and has learned of the Father.  It is only those that are able to come to Him.....

<opentext> John 10:3-4   To him the porter openeth; and the sheep hear his voice: and he calleth his own sheep by name, and leadeth them out. And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth before them, and the sheep follow him: for they know his voice. (KJV)

<opentext> It is only as we take the time, to be still and know that He is God, that we can have conversation with Father, that we are able to go boldly before the throne of grace....and sit at Father's feet and hear His counsel.

<NowFaithIs> o/

<opentext> yes michie?

<NowFaithIs> He goeth before them *and* the sheep follow him and know His voice....often times we get ahead of Father and wonder why we cannot hear him or we question if what we are hearing is of Him.

<opentext> Very good point.  Maybe why Paul said to be followers of him, as he was of Christ.  Many of us want to get wayyyyyyy ahead of God.  We have all the answers for the way things should be run.  Yet...Father's way are not our ways.

<NowFaithIs> Exactly.

<opentext> John 10:5, And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee from him: for they know not the voice of strangers. (KJV)

<opentext> This is where we need to cast down every thought and imagination that exalts itself against the knowledge of God......otherwise we will be following a stranger.  So often Father shows us something in the Word...and rather then meditating on it till it becomes real and alive to us.  We will  run off and ask others what they think of it.

<at-peace> Our focus is then off of Father and what he has asked of each of us.

<opentext> And by the time we are done.....we have listened to man and his ideas, rather then hearing and obeying Father's counsel.

<opentext> Be still...and KNOW....that He is God.

<opentext> 1 Cor 1:18 For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God. (KJV)

<opentext> Did you know, that every time that you reject Father's counsel....that you persih a little bit more??  That it causes you to stray a bit further from the truth??  This is why we have to accept all of Father's counsel...not just what ***we think** makes sense…not just what others will agree with us on.  If you think that you will be popular by taking a stand for Father......you are mistaken, for the flesh, serving Father is a very lonely task indeed; however, the benefits are out of this world...if we hold fast our profession of faith (which comes by hearing) without wavering.  Today....can you be still...and hear and obey Father's counsel for you??  Can you be patient enough to hear Him all the way through....???  It is only as we take the time to hear and obey all of His counsel...that Christ can be revealed through you.  What is it that is being revealed in you this day? Any questions??

<NowFaithIs> Father was showing me a visual....if we are walking down the street and we get ahead of someone....unless they are shouting...usually we have to turn around to hear them accurately...and if we do that...we have then stopped looking where we are going, and we either bump into something or fall down.

<opentext> And are focused in the wrong direction.

<NowFaithIs> Looking backwards and therefore walking backwards instead of allowing Father go go ahead of us and us be followers of Him .

<opentext> Just as the disciples panicked when the Lord was asleep in the boat...they did not trust God...they looked at the circumstances...rather then the Deliverer that was there with them.

<at-peace> Be still and know that I am God.

<opentext> If we are talking all of the time...how can we hear Father's instruction for deliverance??

<at-peace> Allowing the peace of God that passeth all understanding to keep our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.   We can't.

<NowfaithIs> Father showed me something through Jimmy yesturday....he got a splinter in his finger and the more time it took to get that splinter out, the more fear he allowed in there until he was literally fear struck and was hysterical over getting a splinter out....he was looking at the worse and the immediate instead of looking at the end result of having it out and not getting an infection 

<opentext> Exactly...since fear comes by hearing also....so we have a choice which voice it is that we will listen to.  Any time there is fear...it comes from listening to the wrong voice.

<NowFaithIs> Father just showed me how Jimmy could not keep his eyes off of that finger and the more we told him to look away and we tried to calm him down...the more he cried over our voices "but...but...noooo".  Yes.

<opentext> Perfect love casts out ALL fear.

<NowFaithIs>   :-)  I love when FAther shows me examples through situations like that...it tied in so well with this morning study.

<opentext> Father always shows us things that are relevant to our daily walk...if we take the time to hear.  Most of the time though, we listen to the fear, rather then having faith in Father's power.

<NowFaithIs> True!  I was writing down the question, "is it ok to seek out someone's advice on what we are learning of Father if we know that person is listening in the Spirit" and then you put up the part about the Bereans...and I scratched it out.  Yes, because we have fixated our eyes on the physical.

<opentext> Father will always let us know when to ask....but hear again, we have to be listening.

<NowFaithIs> would He sometimes send confirmations of what we are learning of Him through others?

<at-peace> It all comes down to taking the time to "listen".... faith comes by hearing, hearing by the Word of God.

<opentext> lol.....yes...but it will always be 100% in line with His Word...no variation

<NowFaithIs>  Why lol?

<opentext>  Michie...what happens when you feed alex something that he thinks that he does not like??

<NowFaithIs> He pushes it away, makes a face...gags, cries .

<opentext> Spits it out.

<NowFaithIs>  Well, that or throws it up.

<opentext> And this is the way we are with Father at times...when it is not what we want to hear...or are looking for a different answer.

<NowFaithIs> When he throws it up, I get it back with stomach acid and other things...not just the food!  Ok, so if our motivation is to hear something in a different way other than what Father is showing us...then we shouldn't be consulting with others, but taking the time to hear Father through?  Is that what you mean.

NowFaithIs has kicked michie from #the_gate (NowFaithIs)

<opentext> Waiting for Father's leading...not our own notions.

<NowFaithIs>  Ok.

<opentext>  If there are no other questions...i am going to go to bed for a while yet this morning......

