June 18

<opentext> What a privilege, that we are able to gather together this day, and sit at your feet Father, and hear Your wisdom and counsel for the day. 

Knowing that each and every word that You speak to us, will work for our good, if we will but hear and obey. This day, let us sit boldly in front of the throne of grace, that through Jesus Christ, by the power of the Holy Spirit, we can hear Father's wisdom that will get us through this day.

<opentext> Gal 1:1, Paul, an apostle, (not of men, neither by man, but by Jesus Christ, and God the Father, who raised him from the dead;) 

<opentext> Definition for apostle: 652  apostolos (ap-os'-tol-os); from 649; a delegate; specially, an ambassador of the Gospel; officially a commissioner of Christ ["apostle"] (with miraculous powers): a delegate, a messenger, one sent forth with orders  a) specifically applied to the twelve apostles of Christ b) in a broader sense, applied to other eminent Christian teachers.

<opentext> Interesting to note Paul's terminology here. Not of man, neither by man. Paul was not a product of man's religion; nor was he sponsored by a man's religion. How often is it that we look for man's approval, rather then Father's?

<mizpah> Sometimes i do.

<opentext> Why is it that we will seek man's approval before God's?

<at-peace> Sometimes, but it is less and less as I grow in the Word.

<mizpah> Because we see man...and when we do this, we are not walking by faith.

<shama> Because the flesh looks for  man's approval.

<opentext> Very good answers.  Yes, we look for the approval of our fellow man, because this is what we have been taught we should do, and much of the earthly wisdom that we have acquired, is contrary to the Word of God.

<mizpah> That is definitely the truth for me.

<opentext> Galatians 1:1; He acquaints them how he was called to this dignity and office, and assures them that his commission to it was wholly divine, for he was an apostle, not of man, neither by man; he had not the common call of an ordinary minister, but an extraordinary call from heaven to this office. 

He neither received his qualification for it, nor his designation to it, by the mediation of men, but had both the one and the other directly from above; for he was an apostle by Jesus Christ, he had his instructions and commission immediately from him, and consequently from God the Father, who was one with him in respect of his divine nature, and who had appointed him, as Mediator, to be the apostle and high priest of our profession.  Thus does the apostle, being constrained to it by his adversaries, magnify his office, which shows that though men should by no means be proud of any authority they are possessed of, yet at certain times and upon certain occasions it may become needful to assert it. (from Matthew Henry's Commentary) 

<mizpah> Constrained to it by his adversaries?

<opentext> This is because the Judaizers were questioning his authority, as well as his calling......so Paul was constrained to make known the authority both Father and Son had delegated to him.  Galatians 1:1 The bluntness of Paul's denial is due to the charge made by the Judaizers that Paul was not a genuine apostle because not one of the twelve. This charge had been made in Corinth and called forth the keenest irony of Paul <2 Cor. 10--12>.  In <Gal. 1--2> Paul proves his independence of the twelve and his equality with them as recognized by them. Paul denies that his apostleship had a human source [ouk  (grk 3756) ap'  (grk 575) anthroopoon  (grk 444)] and that it had come to him through [di'  (grk 1223) anthroopou  (grk 444)] a human channel (Burton). (from Robertson's Word Pictures in the New Testament).  

<opentext> In today's world.....man wants letters of recommendation from man...to preach to man...Paul would have had a very rough time finding anywhere to preach in today's world.  Where would we be today, if Paul would have listened to man, since 2/3 of the NT was penned by Paul?

<mizpah> Not with the knowledge to achieve eternity, like we do, now.

<at-peace> ummm, without alot of instruction, on how to live for Father.

<opentext> We would also have to have a vast knowledge of the OT, to be able to see all that Paul did.....as we have to remember, that Paul saw all that He did through the OT.  We many times forget, that Paul did not have a NT to read.

<opentext> Galatians 1:1  [Apostle]-- here in the highest sense; not as in <2 Cor. 8:23; Phil. 2:25; 1 Thes 2:6; Rom. 16:7> means, `as being persons who are favourably reported of among the apostles' (Fritzsche in Ellicott). 

<opentext> In the earliest letters-- the two to the Thessalonians-- through humility, he uses no title of authority, but associates with him "Silvanus and Timotheus;" yet here, though "brethren" <Gal. 1:2> are with him, he does not name them, but puts his own name and apostleship prominent, evidently because his apostolic commission needs now to be vindicated against deniers. (from Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

<opentext> What most Christians fail to see and hear, is that the book of Galatians is a direct attack against the majority of the so called churches today, for they have put the people back under the Mosaic law, as well as question anyone that is not of the same denomination.

<opentext> Gal 5:3-5 For I testify again to every man that is circumcised, that he is a debtor to do the whole law. Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace. For we through the Spirit wait for the hope of righteousness by faith. (KJV)

<opentext> Galatians 1:1 [Paul, an apostle, not of men] Not commissioned by any assembly or council of the apostles. [Neither by man] Nor by anyone of the apostles; neither by James, who seems to have been president of the apostolic council at Jerusalem; nor by Peter, to whom, in a particular manner, the keys of the kingdom were intrusted. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> 2 Cor 12:11-12 I am become a fool in glorying; ye have compelled me: for I ought to have been commended of you: for in nothing am I behind the very chiefest apostles, though I be nothing. Truly the signs of an apostle were wrought among you in all patience, in signs, and wonders, and mighty deeds.

(KJV)

<opentext> It is interesting as one goes through the epistles, to see how Paul's calling was constantly being challenged. 

<mizpah> And how reluctant he was to tell them of his status, though he was compelled to .

<opentext> Acts 9:3-9, And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about him a light from heaven: And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? And he said, Who art thou, Lord?  And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks. And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? 

<opentext> As we look at this text of scripture, it is interesting to note that the Lord says that He is Jesus.....Paul knew who Christ was, but did not believe that Jesus of Nazareth was the Mashiyach.  So thus the Lord had to address Paul in this manner, to show Paul that that which he persecuted, was truly of God.

And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do. And the men which journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing a voice, but seeing no man. And Saul arose from the earth; and when his eyes were opened, he saw no man: but they led him by the hand, and brought him into Damascus. And he was three days without sight, and neither did eat nor drink.

<opentext> It is no different today....if we tell people that Father talks to us in an audible voice, they look at us like we are a few cards short of a full deck.  So as we can see, from Paul's very calling.....he was set apart to be different.  What were the problems that Paul was facing at the churches of Galatia?

<at-peace> Alot of them had adopted the celtic religion.

<mizpah> Unbelief and wavering ... being tossed to and fro by every wind and doctrine.

<opentext> Gal 1:6-7 I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel: Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ.

(KJV)

<opentext> In our own lives...how often is it that others try to sway you from what you see and know in the Word?

<shama> often

<mizpah> sometimes

<at-peace> sometimes

<opentext> Gal 1:11-12 But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man. For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ. (KJV)

<opentext> If Paul was under constant attack for what he taught and saw in the Word....why do we think it should be different for us, after 1950 years have past for much greater and further perversion of this Word??

<mizpah> We shouldn't expect it to be any different.

<opentext> If one looks attentively, and closely at the Word of God, from Gen. to Rev....one can plainly see, that any and all that have held fast to the Word of God, have had great persecution from man for following the Word. For some reason...man wants to think that they are immune from persecution when following the Word.

<opentext> John 15:20-22  Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also.  But all these things will they do unto you for my name's sake, because they know not him that sent me.  If I had not come and spoken unto them, they had not had sin: but now they have no cloke for their sin. (KJV)

<opentext> The Lord Himself said that if we are following Him...we will suffer persecution....this will happen...and yet so many get discouraged when they suffer just a little. Why is this?

<mizpah> They haven't developed their faith, so they receive the persection in the flesh.

<shama> Cuz we're not always walking in the Spirit.

<at-peace> Their trust and faith in Father has not developed fully.

<opentext> Man is a group animal....and likes to be accepted by the herd...and when the herd rejects man....they tend to do what is necessary to be accepted.

<mizpah> In this case, the herd is headed for hell...i don't want to follow the herd.

<at-peace> They allow the flesh to over rule the spirit.

<opentext> Many figure that if they compromise the Word just a little, then they will be accepted...if they just change what they are preaching just a little...then they will be welcomed, and yet we know that we cannot change one jot nor tittle of what the Lord taught...and yet in our ignorance, we think we can get away with it.  It is vital for us to see and observe....the constant attack and scrutiny that Paul was under from the very start of his ministry...until the very end...when no one would come to visit him in prison before his death.  It is only as we can comprehend this, that we can see how impacted Paul was by what Jesus Christ had showed him, that would cause a man to overnight change from all that  he had been taught as a leading Pharisee.  Many of us think that we have had a knowledge of the Word, and yet Paul knew the OT backwards and forward, and yet the visitation by the Lord on the road to Damascus, overnight changed his entire live, and all that he thought that he knew of the Word.  What could so drastically change one such as Paul, from all that he thought that he knew, to teach something that would set the world against him?

<at-peace> the Holy Spirit

<mizpah> He had to have truly believe in the doctrine of Jesus Christ.

<opentext> And so with these thoughts in mind, we embark on our study of Galatians. Monday we will continue with verse one.  Any  questions from todays study, or things to share.

<at-peace> Was thinking on acts 9:3-9... on how Paul had to become blind to the old world and be raised up with new spiritual eyes of understanding from the Lord.

<opentext> Very good analogy.

<opentext> How would you have liked to be the one that the Lord asked to go pray for Saul of Tarsus??

<at-peace> It would have been difficult... was just thinking of Ananias

I had not read this about Paul in the spiritual, as I had with what Ananias was asked to do.

