Bible Study Thursday 8 February, 2001

<d-g> Heavenly Father i thank you for this day as well as all the bretheren gathered together this day before your throne of grace, Father we ask that you would teach us your way this day, and show us the path that leads us closer to you, through your son and our one mediator, Jesus Christ 

<d-g> Luke 12:32 32 Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom. (KJV) 

<d-g> we will continue in this today, and conclude the last two weeks studies, i would like to post a comment made in this weeks newsletter to help expound on this 

<d-g> men are so wedded in their passions, and so determined to follow the imaginations of their own hearts, that still it may be said: there are few who find the way to heaven; fewer yet who abide any time in it; fewer still who walk in it; and fewest of all who persevere unto the end. (from Adam Clarke Commentary) 

<d-g> so as we have been learning, first of all not to operate in fear, even though it is a small flock, let God be true and every man a liar 
<d-g> and knowing it is our Fathers good pleasure to give us of His kingdom, enough to send His own Son to die on our behalf, we will expound further today on being a receiver, and walking in the fullness of it 

<d-g> Luke 12:33-34 33 Sell that ye have, and give alms; provide yourselves bags which wax not old, a treasure in the heavens that faileth not, where no thief approacheth, neither moth corrupteth. 34 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. (KJV) 

<d-g> many are called, few chosen, many hear the calling, run the race for a season, the problem with many is the endurance, continuing in this race to the finish 
<d-g> its the selling out part where most stumble and fall by the wayside, most would rather hang on to the things of this world, the ways and idea's of it, rather than selling out totally to God, knowing that the just shall live by faith 

<d-g> Gal 5:17 17 For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would. (KJV) 

<d-g> the carnal mind is enmity with God, it has been programmed for a long time to the things of the physical, some of these thoughts and ideas have been rooted in our lives, and will hinder our walk if not pulled 
<d-g> the Word tells us to take up the cross daily, crucifying any area in our walk that would hinder and vail our vision 
<d-g> and this is where the many draw the line, call it quits, but to those that know the truth, and are set free by it, they are able to experience the fruit of the spirit, and taste and see the goodness of the Lord, knowing that the trade off is much better than anything this world has to offer 

<d-g> I Jn 3:16 16 Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. (KJV) 

<d-g> and by laying aside our own lives, selling out to the Spirit, and discarding anything that is of the flesh, we to are able to see and perceive his kingdom clearer, and are able to be ready always to give that answer, to anyone that would ask of the hope within us 

<d-g> Luke 12:33 33 Sell that ye have, and give alms; provide yourselves bags which wax not old, a treasure in the heavens that faileth not, where no thief approacheth, neither moth corrupteth. (KJV) 

<d-g> a treasure that never fails, will never let us down or leave us short, a good measure pressed down, shaken together and running over 

<d-g> I Jn 5:18 18 We know that whosoever is born of God sinneth not; but he that is begotten of God keepeth himself, and that wicked one toucheth him not. (KJV) 

<d-g> a treasure so valuable to us, we esteem it higher than anything else, including our own lives 

<d-g> 1 Pet 1:4-5 4 To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, 5 Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. (KJV) 

<d-g> and undefiled, incorruptible inheritance, one that is hid within our hearts, that pearl of great price 
<d-g> and in order to obtain this, as well as maintain it to the end, we will continue on a strait and narrow path, one not heavily travelled, but one that is well worth it to those that do continue to the end 

<d-g> Matt 13:44 44 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the which when a man hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that field. (KJV) 

<d-g> the joy of the Lord is our strength, i can do all things through Christ who strengthens me, and the more i seek, the more i am able to see beyond the vail of the flesh, the clearer my vision is to see that path that leads home, and to continue in it, nothing stopping us 

<d-g> Isa 55:7-8 7 Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD. (KJV) 

<d-g> again here we see the tug a war that goes on within us at times, the spirit and the flesh, they contradict each other, and that is where we need to keep the mind renewed, as well as keeping this body in subjection to the spirit 

<d-g> Luke 16:15 15 And he said unto them, Ye are they which justify yourselves before men; but God knoweth your hearts: for that which is highly esteemed among men is abomination in the sight of God. (KJV) 

<d-g> things that we thought and were taught all of our lives that were so important, things that we thought would bring us peace, are now a hinderance in our walk and things we need to forsake and sell out to 
<d-g> and if i told you it was easy on the flesh, i would be greatly misleading you, there are times it is going to seem like we are literally cutting off one of our own body parts with a dull knife, but we need to know that afterward there is peaceable fruit 

<d-g> Mark 4:19 19 And the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things entering in, choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful. (KJV) 

<d-g> the key is once we have begun in the Spirit, we need to watch and pray always, stay on guard, letting the peace of God rule, so that we dont allow anything from the outside to enter in again, and choke the new life 
<d-g> once we have died to an area, sold out to it, we need to leave those things buried once and for all, walking in the newness of His life 
<d-g> leave these things on the outside, so that if the devil comes knocking on the door, seeking entrance, you will know the voice of a stranger, and not give place to him for a moment 

<d-g> Isa 55:9 9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts. (KJV) 

<d-g> at times we will see things that look appealing to the flesh, things we think will bring us peace, but know this, that satan himself can appear as an angel of light 
<d-g> when he tries to entice us back into sin, he will show us the highlights, things that seem so appealing, but not the consequences 
<d-g> however, that is where we need to sell out from our own thoughts and perceptions, knowing that Gods ways are much higher than ours, He knows the end result of things we consider so highly esteemed, knowing that the wages of sin is death 
<d-g> rightly dividing the Word of truth, taking heed that the light we think we see, is not darkness 

<d-g> Heb 10:38-39 38 Now the just shall live by faith: but if any man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him. 39 But we are not of them who draw back unto perdition; but of them that believe to the saving of the soul. (KJV) 

<d-g> interesting definition for draw back … 5288 hupostello- 1) to draw back, to let down, to lower; to withdraw: of a timid person 2) to withdraw oneself, that is, to be timid, to cover, to shrink a) used of those who from timidity hesitate to avow what they believe b) to be unwilling to utter from fear c) to shrink from declaring, to conceal, to dissemble 

<d-g> its when we lower our shield of faith, so that we can peek back into the world, and see if we are missing anything, is when we get hit with the fiery darts of the wicked one 
<d-g> its knowing that though our outward man perishes, dies daily, we need to keep the inward one renewed daily, moment by moment, let him that stole steal no more 
<d-g> once we have put our hand to the plough, keep looking forward, stay on that straight and narrow, so that we can stay fit for the kingdom of God 
<d-g> i will close here for the day, any comments or ?s 

<steph> o/ 
<d-g> yes steph 
<steph> verses to share... 

<steph> 2 Tim 3:14-15 14 But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them; 15 And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. (KJV) 

<d-g> Matt 18:3-4 3 And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven. 4 Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven. (KJV) 

<d-g> its keeping that humble attitude, like with a child, knowing that there is always more to learn and trusting in our heavenly Father 

<char-judy> o/ 
<d-g> yes c-j 
<char-judy> when it was shared that we are to take up our cross daily, crucifying any area that would hinder & vail our vision.. heard these verses... 

<char-judy> Heb 12:1-2 1 Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, 2 Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God

. (KJV) 

<char-judy> laying aside every hinderance, and the sin that so easily attacks or harasses us. 
<d-g> letting those things that we have allowed to enter in and harass us 

<d-g> o/ 
<d-g> lol 
<char-judy> lol 
<d-g> with the cloud of witnesses 

<d-g> Isa 55:10-11 10 For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater: 11So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it. (KJV) 

<d-g> letting the truth of his word rain down on us, and bring forth fruit to full maturity 

<his> o/ 
<d-g> yes graeme 

<his> Mark 8:15 And he charged them, saying, Take heed, beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, and [of] the leaven of Herod. (KJV) 

<his> study reminded me how we have to beware all the time of letting any kind of bad leaven in..corruption of the Word...and temptation from the world..a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump 
<d-g> yes indeed 

<d-g> let me post an adam clarke comment from the potter and the clay that helps sum up today also 

<d-g> Jeremiah 18:4 And the vessel that he made of clay was marred in the hand of the potter: so he made it again another vessel, as seemed good to the potter to make it. (KJV) 

<d-g> [The vessel that he made of clay was marred in the hands of the potter] It did not stand in the working; it got out of shape; or some gravel or small stone having been incorporated with the mass of clay, made a breach in that part where it was found, so that the potter was obliged to knead up the clay afresh, place it on the wheel, and form it anew; and then it was such a vessel as seemed good to the potter to make it. (from Adam Clarke Commentary) 

<d-g> we all sin and fall short of the glory at times, just a matter of asking forgiveness and getting back on the wheel, letting him continue the good work that He begun in us 

<d-g> any other ?'s or comments today 
<d-g> if none, the channel is open for the day, i must take my leave here for now, have a blessed and prosperous day in Christ all 
<his> thank you for delivery brother, excellent lunch 
<rhoumai> there is a lot to digest here...thank you for delivering the last two weeks of Bible studies. we thank Father that we had the opportunity to receive them 
<steph> thank you for study brother...and also for the blessing that it has been, over the past 2 weeks 
<char-judy> thank you for sharing this morning dear brother 

<d-g> it has been truly a joy and pleasure, each and every day 
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