Bible Study Thursday 6 February 2003

<opentext> John 13:34-35, 34 A new commandment (a new standard of living) I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. 35 By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another. (KJV)

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day, this time that you ordained for us before the foundation of the world. As we come before you as that new creature in Christ, let us hear and understand the new standard of living that you have for us in Christ Jesus, your Son, and our Lord and savior

<opentext> Unless the mind is renewed in the new covenant, in that new standard of living (faith, the message of love), how can a person ever expect to be pleasing to Him?

<faithful> they can not

<chosen> can not be <helpmate> can't be <diligently> they can not

<disciple> they can't

<opentext> Without faith, it is impossible to please Him! So we can see that it takes this new standard of living in operation in ones life, for them to be a part of Father's family. For whatever is not of faith (the new standard) is sin.

<opentext> 2 Cor 3:6, Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life. (KJV)

<opentext> Weymouth's New Testament

2 Corinthians 3:6 It is He also who has made us competent to serve Him in connection with a new Covenant, which is not a written code but a Spirit; for the written code inflicts death, but the Spirit gives Life.

<opentext> Now, just because one is competent, does that necessarily mean that they will hear and obey?

<chosen> no <diligently> no, not at all <helpmate> no...their choice <at-peace> no

<opentext> I like the way that Weymouth says that it is not a written or physical code, but that it is a code that is only revealed by His Spirit.

<opentext> Thus we can see why the Word tells us not to lean to our own understanding. That His thoughts are not always our thoughts.

<opentext> It is only as one will separate themselves from the old nature, the old standards, and operate in that new standard of God's love, that they are able to see, hear and comprehend, all that Father has hidden in His Word, just beyond the vail of the flesh.

<opentext> William's New Testament

2 Corinthians 3:6 He has qualified even me as a minister of the new covenant, which is not a written but a spiritual covenant. For the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.

<opentext> This new standard is written in and upon our hearts, by the Holy Spirit, the moment one is born again. They receive the unction of the Holy One, and they know all things.

<opentext> However, now one must seek Father's wisdom, to understand and operate in this new standard.

<opentext> It is by His ability, that we are able to live by the new standards which are applicable to the new creation. It is when one tries to live in the new creation, by the old standards that troubles arise.

<opentext> One way of looking at this, is what would happen if you tried to operate a car, with the instructions for a washing machine?

<disciple> it wouldn't work 

<chosen> you wouldn't get anywhere 

<diligently> would not work right

<helpmate> the car would not go anywhere

<at-peace> you could end up in the spin cycle

<m-m> lol

<opentext> So then, when you try to operate apart from the new standards required for the new nature, why does one wonder when they fall flat on their spiritual face?

<disciple> certainly shouldn't wonder, since it's sure going to happen

<opentext> Now, another thing that one must understand, is that it is a maturing and growing process into this new nature governed by the new standards. Yet, how often do people expect to go from the first grade, right into college?

<at-peace> ummm, had thought that <diligently> most often

<opentext> People also forget how special and unique that they are in the sight of God. They are often so busy looking at the external of how others are doing, and try to imitate them, instead of following the leading and guidance of the Holy Spirit for their own life.

<at-peace> sometimes we expect more from ourselves than what God is expecting of us and so we put our standards on ourselves (our own standards would come from our lower nature, because our thoughts of what we expect from ourselves are usually not God's thoughts)

<opentext> > 2 Cor 5:17, Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.(KJV)

<opentext> How hard is it to remove the old standards, the old nature from one's life?

<disciple> very difficult...can be done, but not overnight

<diligently> for me , myself , very hard

<chosen> hard in some areas, because they have become habits with long roots

<at-peace> easier if we are doing it with the help and strength of Christ, very hard if we are trying to do it on our own apart from Him

<opentext> And, in all reality, the old nature, the old standards are truly passed away. It is the devil that tries to get us to go into the bone yard, and resurrect these old standards, the old way of life.

<diligently> exactly <disciple> true

<opentext> Phil 4:8Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things. (KJV)

<opentext> Paul here gives us a very good outline of the thoughts of the new nature. So it is when one keeps themselves fed with these thoughts, this standard of living, they will remain in true fellowship with Father.

<opentext> How easy is it for the wrong thoughts to sneak in, if one does not keep their mind renewed by the Word?

<chosen> very easy <disciple> very easy 

<helpmate> to easy…..evil communications

<at-peace> very easy

<opentext> How can two walk together unless they be agreed? 

<opentext> Col 3:10, And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him: (KJV)

<opentext> With Christ inside of one, the new creation, the new standards are there. Now it is a matter of seeking Father's guidance each and every moment of each and every day on how to properly apply them to our relationship with Him.

<opentext> We can see how Paul after many years walking with the Lord, said that it was a constant battle for him, to keep the old nature dead and buried, and was only able to do this by always operating in the Spirit, to keep the new standards in control.

<opentext> We became the new creation in Christ. It is only as we remain in union with Christ, that one is able to hear and obey the new standards for their life.

<m-m> as the sower parable outlines... the contrary thoughts come in after we have heard the word... only one was able to cast down the thoughts that came from the old nature (which try to steal the word)

<opentext> Today, you have the opportunity, to walk in union and fellowship with Him. The manifestation of God's love for you!

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

There will be no Bible studies Friday, Saturday and Sunday this week, as we will be out of town!
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