Bible Study Thursday 20 February 2003 

greg> Father we ask for your bread of life this day, knowing it is your good pleasure to

give us of your kingdom, we seek first your counsel and wisdom that will allow us to do those things that are pleasing in your sight, walking by the message delivered by your Son Jesus Christ our Lord

<opentext> Weymouth's New Testament

Mark 4:11 "To you," He replied, "has been entrusted the secret truth concerning the Kingdom of God; but to those others outside your number all this is spoken in figurative language;

<opentext> As we concluded yesterday, that to you, it has been given to know, or as Weymouth says entrusted, to know the mystery concerning the kingdom of God.

<opentext> Weymouth's New Testament

Mark 4:12 that "'THEY MAY LOOK AND LOOK BUT NOT SEE, AND LISTEN AND LISTEN BUT NOT UNDERSTAND, LEST PERCHANCE THEY SHOULD RETURN AND BE PARDONED.'"

<opentext> Again, we can see here the new standard being applied, of hearing and seeing within the realm of the Spirit, according to the new standards that are applicable for the new creation.

<opentext> But, to those that are without, they look and look, but can not see or observe; listen and listen, yet not comprehend this Message delivered by the Word of God, Christ.

<opentext> Weymouth's New Testament

Mark 4:13 "Do you all miss the meaning of this parable?" He added; "how then will you understand the rest of my parables?"

<opentext> Can you remember when you first began to hear what the Word said, and see that which He was telling you, and people thought you were just a few cards short of a full deck?

<disciple> yes

<chosen> yes

<m-m> yes

<diligently> yes and still do

<greg> i thought if i just show them what the word said, they would be able to see also

<opentext> And, what happened when you tried to explain to them, what had happened or transpired in your life?

<h-d> they thought we went off the deep end

<disciple> they either told me i was taking things out of context or totally confused

<diligently> they did and do not want to hear at times.

<greg> it was revealed to me by the spirit, and unless they are walking in the spirit, it will just be another parable or still a mystery to them as well

<chosen> they couldn't comprehend it

<m-m> laughed at, mocked, jeered

<opentext> Now think about it, as you have continued this journey, and Father has developed you hearing and seeing in the realm of the Spirit, if they could not believe you at the beginning of the journey, what will they say now, of that which is apparent and true to you now?

<disciple> at this point in my walk, i wouldn't even try, unless i knew Father was asking me to share, because they are sincerely asking of the reason of the hope within me

<greg> unless one follows mans proper protocol of what they think God is, they would consider us to be like Paul or even the Lord, one who is mad and beside himself

<diligently> just heard it not to long ago( but it does not matter) that i was living in LA LA land.

<at-peace> eye has not seen, nor ear heard that which He has prepared for those that love Him.

<diligently> it does not matter when it is from the world.

<opentext> Could this be why we are told, that we should not be casting the pearls before the swine?

<disciple> yes

<diligently> yes

<h-d> yes

<at-peace> yes

<greg> one would have to return to the mud themselves in order to cast the pearls

<opentext> Weymouth's New Testament

Mark 4:14 "What the sower sows is the Message.

<opentext> For God so loved the world, that he gave His only begotten Son.....He sent His Word and healed (rescued) them, and delivered them from their own destruction

<opentext> Not many like to be told that they are on their way to hell. Yet, without this Message, that is exactly what the end results will be. And it is nothing that you or i can say that will convince them otherwise, as it is the mystery or secret of His kingdom, therefore they have to hear His Message, to receive His Spirit, in order to receive the proper code for deciphering the Message.

<opentext> I can recall years ago, that they had 3-D movies, and if you did not have the special glasses, the movie looked plain and blah. However, if you had the glasses, the movie came alive, and looked more real then life.

<opentext> Isn't this what happens as well, when we enter God's realm, and begin to be a partaker with Him, and begin to see and hear things as He does?

<disciple> yes

<chosen> yes

<m-m> yes

<at-peace> yes

<diligently> yes

<greg> you start to see the breadth, length, depth and height

<h-d> yes

<m-m> able to see through the pitfalls together too

<opentext> The written Word on the page is no longer just a bunch of phrases trying to take away your fun out of life, but now becomes a real, and alive way of life and living. The Word now jumps off the page at you, alive by the Spirit, and enlightens the eyes of your understanding.

<opentext> Can you recall when people used to tell you how alive and real the Word was, before your perception had been made alive by the Word?

<chosen> yes

<disciple> yep

<h-d> yes

<diligently> yes

<opentext> And what was your reaction when they were so excited about the Word, and you could not understand what the fuss or excitement was all about?

<m-m> huh? :o)

<disciple> was perplexed

<h-d> i knew there was more than what i had and i wanted that same understanding and excitement that they had

<opentext> And no matter what they said or did, it could not change your perception of them. It was only when you heard God for yourself. When you heard the Message that He had for you, that you were able to accept His invitation into His kingdom. 

<opentext> And it was verses different then what He spoke to the other people with.

<opentext> So we can see, that each of us are unique individuals within the body of Christ, as partakers of His divine nature. And yet, each of us has different requirements to maintain our place and function within this body, and yet it is the same Message that supplies that which we have need of.

<opentext> Luke 17:20And when he was demanded of the Pharisees, when the kingdom of God should come, he answered them and said, The kingdom of God cometh not with observation: 21Neither shall they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for, behold, the kingdom of God is within you. > (KJV)

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?
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