Bible Study Thursday 13 February 2003

<at-peace> Heavenly Father we come before you this day with praise and thanksgiving for the life and family you have blessed us with in Christ and ask for you guidance and counsel in all things that will enable us to grow and mature in our walk and relationship with you to your praise, honor, and glory through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> Gal 5: 16. I mean this: Practice living by the Spirit and then by no means will you gratify the cravings of your lower nature. 17. For the cravings of the lower nature are just the opposite to those of the Spirit, and the cravings of the Spirit are just the opposite of those of the lower nature; these two are opposed to each other, so that you cannot do anything you please. (Williams NT)

<opentext> I like the way Williams says to practice living!! Often times people will talk about the Word, they will make reference to it often, but neglect to apply to their own life the new standards that are required for the new nature.

<opentext> The old nature, the old man, craves to return to its old standard of living. It fights against the standards of the new nature. These two are opposites, and explains why at times, it does seem as if there is a war going on within a person.

<opentext> How many excuses one use to justify returning to the old standards?

<opentext> will one use

<chosen> the flesh will use as many as it can think of to try to get it's own way

<disciple> as many as it takes to pacify the flesh, while shutting out Father's voice

<opentext> Gal 6: 7. Do not be deceived anymore; God is not to be scoffed at. A person will reap just what he sows, whatever it is. 8. The person who sows to gratify his lower nature will reap destruction<d> from that lower nature, and the person who sows to

gratify his higher nature will reap<d> eternal life from the Spirit. 9. Let us stop getting tired of doing good, for at the proper time we shall reap if we do not give up. (Williams NT)

<opentext> Now, when one ignores God, how often do they realize that they are scoffing at God and His standards?

<disciple> i haven't realized that before

<chosen> we don't usually admit to it, at the time

<opentext> Each person has the choice to sow their own words, and own standards in their life. The alternative, is to allow the One who sows, to mainifest the Word within their life. However, one has to submit to God and His standards for His Word to become the governing authority in their life.

<opentext> Often times we will hear the Word; we can even acknowledge what it says and its intended purpose. But, if one does not allow it to govern in their life, what good will it do a person?

<h-d> none at all

<chosen> none

<diligently> no good at all

<faithful> none

<disciple> none

<at-peace> none

<opentext> Weymouth's New Testament

Ephesians 2:3 Among them all of us also formerly passed our lives, governed by the inclinations of our lower natures, indulging the cravings of those natures and of our own thoughts, and were in our original state deserving of anger like all others.

<opentext> Now, just as one often indulges in foods to the detriment of their physical health; this is the same way the old nature acts with its old propensities to sin. Have you ever thought about returning to the old nature as indulging in the passions of the lower nature?

<disciple> not clearly as that

<diligently> no

<greg> have tried to mix and match the old and new, thinking one could come up with a perfect blend, only to find out a little leaven was all it took to spoil the lump

<m-m> same

<opentext> William's NewTestament

Colossians 2:11 And through your union with Him you once received, not a hand-performed circumcision but one performed by Christ, in stripping you of your lower nature,

<opentext> Now, we can all recall in the gospel of John, how the Lord talks about the branches being pruned. It is as we proceed and progress further towards the kingdom of God, that a process takes place; that of the branches being pruned or trimmed.

<opentext> As one maintains their union with Him, the cravings and indulgences of the lower nature are cut away by the two-edged sword of the Word. 

<opentext> Now, a branch will feel the impact of the shears, won't the same be felt by the lower nature?

<faithful> oh yes

<at-peace> yes

<diligently> yes

<disciple> yes, it does...a real owie at times

<chosen> yes

<opentext> Yet, what is most often ones first response when they feel or sense the shears starting to cut?

<disciple> grumbling

<h-d> conviction

<diligently> pain

<diligently> of the heart 

<opentext> If one needs a sliver removed, how often are they eager to have that needle poked into the wound?

<chosen> not eager at all

<disciple> usually put it off until there isn’t a choice at all

<diligently> not eager at all

<opentext> Yet, isn't it essential for health to be restored as quickly as possible?

<at-peace> the anticipation of it can be painful in itself depending on how deep the sliver may be

<disciple> yes

<chosen> yes 

<at-peace> yes

<diligently> yes

<faithful> yes

<opentext> How often do we respond to God's chastening, just as we do the needle?

<disciple> many times :-/

<chosen> until we remember that He only chastens those He loves and those willing to listen

<diligently> Father chastens them He loves 

<opentext> Weymouth's New Testament

1 Peter 2:11 Dear friends, I entreat you as pilgrims and foreigners not to indulge the cravings of your lower natures: for all such cravings wage war upon the soul.

<opentext> A daily process of hearing Father's counsel, and applying it to our life, so that we are ready for departure at any time. Today, will you be ready for departure if the Lord calls, or will you lower nature win out?

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<diligently> we are and will be ready for departure to Fathers call for me

<opentext> Jude 1: 22. Some people, who continue to waver through doubts, you must pity 23. and save, snatching them out of the fire; and others you must pity with dread, loathing even the clothes that are soiled by their lower nature. (Williams NT)

<opentext> Operating this day in and by the Spirit, that is the divine nature, so that we are prepared for immediate departure.
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