Bible Study Wednesday 12 February 2003 

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day and this time, that we can gather before

you, to receive of you the daily nourishment that we have need of to maintain our

relationship with you. Teach us your way that we may be appreciative and thankful for

the gift of your love, Christ Jesus our Lord and savior.

<opentext> John 15:12, This is my commandment (the new standard), That ye love one another, as I have loved you. (KJV)

<opentext> To love one another, as He has loved us. An easy statement for the mouth to make, but quite another for the heart to live.

<opentext> One seldom stops to give thought to the fact of what our condition of the heart was, when Christ Jesus died for us.

<opentext> Usually, we will do something for someone else, after they have shown that they deserve our love or favor. Yet, what good was there in any of us, when Christ Jesus died for us?

<chosen> none at all <disciple> none <h-d> no good at all <diligently> no good

<faithful> none <at-peace> none

<opentext> Yet, is the standard which He set for us, the same standard which you always live by?

<faithful> not always <h-d> no <chosen> no, fall short at times <diligently> not at all times <disciple> not always <diligently> should be

<opentext> Why not?

<at-peace> should be, but not always ... like steph said fall short at times

<diligently> because i have sinned

<faithful> not praying without ceasing

<h-d> none is perfect except One

<chosen> at times we allow our fleshly thoughts and opinions to rise up

<opentext> We are made a new creation in Christ; old things are passed away, all things become new. We have the new nature, but often times resort to living by the old standards of the lower nature.

<opentext> Eph 5:2And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet smelling savour. (KJV)

<opentext> As we talked about a few days ago, we want God's standard to apply to us in all instances; yet, when it comes to others, our lower nature only wants to apply the new standards only when we deem that the people or person are worthy. Isn't this living by a double standard?

<h-d> yes

<disciple> yes it is...and we need to remember, a double minded man is unstable in all his ways

<chosen> yes... double minded <diligently> yes <at-peace> yes

<opentext> Jesus Christ walked in singleness of purpose; that is He only did those things which manifest the Father's love to all of mankind, and was thus always pleasing to the Father. This is the example that He set for us to follow.

<opentext> If His love would only be available when we were worthy, would anyone ever be able to be saved?

<disciple> nope <chosen> no <h-d> no <faithful> no <diligently> no <at-peace> no

<opentext> I Jn 3:13Marvel not, my brethren, if the world hate you. 14We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren. He that loveth not his brother abideth in death. (KJV)

<opentext> Now, with the new standard of living, one has to remember, or keep fresh in their heart and mind, that the world is not going to understand or comprehend this rationale of life and living. Yet, how often does one get discouraged when the world does not acknowledge the fact that we are trying to live and love as He did?

<faithful> sometimes i get frustrated until Father reminds me why

<disciple> it's getting less and less bothersome

<chosen> less now than i used to... knowing that they are blind to the truth

<opentext> Our brother Paul tells us that we are to walk in the Spirit, and then we will not seek to please the desires of the lower nature. To walk in the Spirit, one has to see into the realm of the Spirit. One has to see themselves risen with Christ, so that they are able to partake of that reward. 

<opentext> Isn't it when we forget to see ourselves as partakers of that divine nature (for God so loved the world) that one then reverts to the standards and desires of the lower nature?

<disciple> yes it is <h-d> yes <chosen> yes <diligently> yes <faithful> yes

<at-peace> yes

<opentext> William's NewTestament

Romans 7:5 For when we were living in accordance with our lower nature,<c> the sinful passions that were aroused by the law were operating in the parts of our bodies to make us bear fruit that leads to death.

<opentext> So we can see, that anytime one will neglect the love of God in their live, and for their fellows man, that the lower nature lurking in the background, will use the opportunity to seize control in our life.

<opentext> The old law told us what was wrong, but did not give us a way to walk pleasing in His sight. It is by and through Christ Jesus, (the love of God manifest in the flesh) that we are now able to do all things to please Father.

<opentext> William's NewTestament

Romans 7:23 but I see another power<l> operating in my lower nature in conflict with the power operated by my reason,<m> which makes me a prisoner to the power of sin which is operating in my lower nature.

<opentext> As Paul tells us, that we are able to be transformed, by the renewing of our mind. Allowing His Word, His love to be that new standard which we learn to live and operate by each moment of each day. It is when we neglect this, that the lower nature looks to exert itself.

<opentext> William's NewTestament

Romans 7:24 Wretched man that I am! Who can save me from this deadly lower nature?

<opentext> If one dwells on the wretchedness of the lower nature, will deliverance ever be fully available to the person?

<disciple> no way <diligently> no <chosen> no <faithful> no

<h-d> no, they are thinking on the wrong things <at-peace> no

<opentext> William's NewTestament

Romans 7:25 Thank God! It has been done through Jesus Christ our Lord! So in my higher nature I am a slave to the law of God, but in my lower nature, to the law of sin.

<opentext> So we can then see why Paul reminds us to remain risen with Christ. As one remains operating in Christ, that they are able to keep the lower nature in subjection to the Sprit of Christ. The divine nature will remain the controlling force within ones life.

<opentext> Thus, why we are to always be thinking in and on those things which will be pleasing to the Father; and these thoughts will always be in accordance with His new standard for us, the manifestation of His love.

<opentext> William's NewTestament

Romans 8:5 For people who live by the standard set by their lower nature are usually thinking the things suggested by that nature,<e> and people who live by the standard set by the Spirit are usually thinking the things suggested by the Spirit.

<opentext> The choice today is yours, of which path, which nature you will follow this day.
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