Bible Study Thursday 15 June 2000

<shama> we thank you Father for this day and for all of your many blessings....we pray that as we come to learn from you this day that we would hear that which you know we are in need of, and that we would be quick to hear and obey, and we pray that  in all that we do and say this day, that we will be pleasing to you....we thank you for these things and for your unconditional love towards us in Christ Jesus our Lord

<opentext> today is Q & A day

<opentext> no questions today?

<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> a general question.....when one knows one is not as content in Christ as one should be what should one do ?

<opentext> Phil 4:11-12 11 Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content. 12 I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound: every where and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need.  (KJV)

<opentext> the key is, in taking the time to hear Father all the way through with His instructions. All too often, we hear about half of what Father has to say.... if you were repairing a car engine, and only had half of the instructions....what good would that car be to you?

<his> none

<opentext> Yet...that is very often the way we are with God....we hear half of what He has to say, and then blame Him when things do  not work out… all we have to do is look at all of the different denominations....and we see many people running round with half-truths...and very malcontent … when we hear God all the way through...then we will have....

<opentext> Phil 4:7 7
And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. (KJV)

<opentext> does that help graeme?

<his> yes thanks

<now-faith> o/

<opentext> yes michie

<now-faith> was just hearing something..... when you put up phil. 4:7 and asked Father.. *when* do we have the peace of God and He said, when you have cast all your cares upon me.  So now, my question is....  IF we only give half of it to Father or we cast it upon Him and keep taking it back...aren't we in effect preventing ourselves from hearing all the way through because we keep insisting on keeping it and not giving it wholly unto Him to hear completely for the answer?  (did that make sense?)

<opentext> it would be like going to pay a bill, show the people the check made out for the payment, then stick in back in your purse, and then wonder why you keep getting late payment notices…  if we believe God, we will leave it with Him, for we know He is much more capable then we are. if we are doubting, it is because we have not given Him the time needed, to develop that trust relationship with Him.

<now-faith> because if our minds are occupied on that "care" that we haven't completely given over to Father, how can we hear His instructions all the way through?  Or if we jump ahead before hearing Father all the way through...we have become easily distracted?

<now-faith> ok

<opentext> yes, one is concentrating on the problem, rather then the solution.

<now-faith> ok, thank you

<opentext> as long as one is concentrating on the problem, when do you have time to hear the solution? Afterall, faith is by hearing the message delivered by and through Christ, and then living that which we come to understand.

<now-faith> yes

<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> i am having a hard time letting go of one care in particular (lol..among many)...how do we overcome in this case ?...ask for prayer help ?

<opentext> the first thing one has to ask one self...is why aren't they letting go… do they think they can handle it better than God? … the majority of the time, it comes down to really turning the problem over to Father, letting Him know that we can not overcome it without Him, then taking the time to hear all of His counsel concerning it…  one thing that has really helped me, in many areas, is to realize and acknowledge that i am not the saviour....and once i recognize that, then i am willing to seek Father's assistance…  often times, we want to show God how good we are doing....and without Him, we can do nothing. If we could have handled it by our self, there would have been no need to send His Son…  that is why we have to come to Him as a child....ready to listen and learn…  that help at all graeme?

<his> yes thanks

<at-peace> o/

<h-d-m-m> yes charlene

<at-peace> interesting the way you stated in talking about yourself, how we are not the saviour.. never thought about it as ourself trying to be the saviour to ourself (if that make sense), but as Father's Word says... it is not of works, but of faith… have always heard it as wanting to save someone else... never heard it as that someone includes myself

<opentext> it is easy to think we have all of the answers. The fact is, it is Father's answer we are supposed to have. And when we learn to present His Word, rather then our own words, it is then that Father is able to work.

<opentext> Isa 55:11 11 So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.  (KJV)

<opentext> He sent His Word...and healed them...when they accept His Word, and allow it to do that which it was sent to do… Often times, one will accept part of what God says.....and disregard that which they don't want to hear…  For a moment, stop and think about how each of you had to grow in a level of trust, in God and His Word. When you quit listening to what everyone else "thought" the Word said....and started to take God at and for His Word.

<opentext> Rom 3:3-4 3 For what if some did not believe? shall their unbelief make the faith of God without effect? 4 God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is written, That thou mightest be justified in thy sayings, and mightest overcome when thou art judged.
(KJV)

<opentext> that help charlene?

<at-peace> yes, thank you

<opentext> any other questions or comments today?

<h-d-m-m> miz  o/

<opentext> yes miz

<h-d-m-m> when the Word says "work out your own salvation"...what is the work we are to do...since we can do nothing to please God by works, without faith?

<opentext> Phil 2:12 12 Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.  (KJV)

<opentext> 2716  katergazomai- 1) to perform, to accomplish, to achieve 2) to work out, that is, to do that from which something results;  used of things: to bring about, to result in to fashion, that is, to render one fit for a thing… def. for work out

<opentext> If one just talks about the Word, but does not live it....faith without works (a corresponding lifestyle) is death… no one else can study the Word for you.... it is a personal relationship with God.....

<h-d-m-m> working out our salvation by and through Jesus Christ

<opentext> when one hears the Word only, but does not live it....they are only deceiving themselves....for God sees the thoughts and intents of the heart…  making one self fit for the Master's use… not by power, nor by might...but by my Spirit saith the Lord… the Word that Jesus Christ spoke, was indeed Spirit, and life to those that would receive it

<h-d-m-m> yes

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<now-faith> o/

<opentext> yes michie

<now-faith> when we were hearing on the "work" that is supposed to be present in us.... we heard this verse....

<now-faith> Eph 3:7 7 Whereof I was made a minister, according to the gift of the grace of God given unto me by the effectual working of his power.
(KJV)

<now-faith> that if that effectual working of His power is not operating in our lives.... then our faith is in vain

<opentext> work = a lifestyle corresponding to the Word we have heard and acted upon

<now-faith> if we are operating in our own will and power, then we are not allowing His effectual power work in and through us and we are not being doers of the Word but hearers only…  presenting one self to God...a living sacrifice....alive spiritually

<now-faith> yes...

<now-faith> 1Thes 2:13 13 For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye received the word of God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which effectually worketh also in you that believe. (KJV)

<opentext> and as we do that, then we need to be transformed by His Word, that we will operate in that good, perfect and acceptable Word…. And His Word, is always a full expression of His will.

<now-faith> aah yes

<opentext> Gal 1:11-12 11 But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man. 12 For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ. (KJV)

<opentext> and, since we know that God is no respecter of persons, if He taught Paul that way, He will also teach you!

<opentext> John 14:26 26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you. (KJV)

<opentext> I Jn 2:27 27 But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him.
(KJV)

<opentext> that help michie?

<now-faith> yes… thank you

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<opentext> if no other questions or comments, then we will open the channel for fellowship
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