Bible Study Monday 31 July, 2000

<now-faith> Heavenly Father we come before your throne of grace this morning with thanksgiving in our hearts for this day you have given to us .  We open our hearts to receive all that you have prepared for us this day and ask that we would turn to you to guide our paths.  We thank you and praise you through Christ Jesus

<opentext> Eph 6:5-7 5 Servants, be obedient to them that are your masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in singleness of your heart, as unto Christ; 6
Not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but as the servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart; 7 With good will doing service, as to the Lord, and not to men: (KJV)

<opentext> One thing that i find interesting, that as we think back on what Father has had us cover for the end of chapter 5 and on, is that the Lord was talking about Christ and the Church… And in doing this...it seems that most then change their thinking and hearing once they get to the first part of chapter six, and then half way through chapter six, then revert again to spiritual implications… Maybe, we should be hearing in all with spiritual implications. Afterall, this is instructions for the spiritual man to live, and bring the body into subjection to the spirit… And then as we apply it first to our spiritual man, then we will be able to also control the flesh.

<opentext> Matt 23:8-10 8 But be not ye called Rabbi: for one is your Master, even Christ; and all ye are brethren. 9 And call no man your father upon the earth: for one is your Father, which is in heaven. 10
Neither be ye called masters: for one is your Master, even Christ. (KJV)

<opentext> As we see here with the Lord talking, He shows us who our Master should be, whom our Father should be. Yet, how often do we keep this in the proper order, or perspective?…  If we would always remember to keep the Lord as our teacher, would we be as apt to follow man?

<rhoumai> no, we wouldn't

<shama> no <joyful> no <his> no 

<diligently> no, and we are learning daily not to follow man.

<opentext> If we kept Father as our Father, would be become as caught up in fleshly struggles as we do?

<rhoumai> nope <shama> no <his> no <joyful> no <diligently> no

<opentext> Matt 23:11-12 11
But he that is greatest among you shall be your servant. 12 And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased; and he that shall humble himself shall be exalted. (KJV)

<opentext> The flesh always likes to exalt itself...and thus show others what we think we know. As true Christians, we should always be willing to fill in the role of a servant. Yet, how often is it that we look to be served?

<rhoumai> too often

<shama> when we are only concerned about our wants

<diligently> not very often

<his> more than i think

<opentext> Eph 6:5 5
Servants, be obedient to them that are your masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in singleness of your heart, as unto Christ; (KJV)

<opentext> What does it take for the heart to be single?

<h-g-k> to be one with Him

<his> focus on Father all the time

<at-peace> abide in Christ, keeping our focus on the prize of the high calling of God 

<diligently> just loving Christ, being one with the church ?

<shama> our focus being only on His Word....all day and night

<joyful> total openness to Father

<rhoumai> undistracted focus on Father and pleasing Him only

<opentext> all good answers

<opentext> Matt 6:22 22 The light of the body is the eye: if therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full of light. (KJV)

<opentext> Matt 12:25-26 25
And Jesus knew their thoughts, and said unto them, Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to desolation; and every city or house divided against itself shall not stand: 26 And if Satan cast out Satan, he is divided against himself; how shall then his kingdom stand? (KJV)

<opentext> Thus we see the importance of starting each day out, by being renewed in the spirit of our mind. Making sure we have the proper food and nourishment to carry us through the day… It always comes to, whether we will make sure that our spirit man is more prepared then the flesh… If you start the day out whining and whimpering, what do you think the rest of the day will be like?

<rhoumai> very trying

<now-faith> know it will be miserable

<diligently> not blessed at all.

<h-g-k> it will all go downhill from there

<his> whining and whimpering

<shama> tiring

<opentext> for parents...what will your attitude then be with your spouse and children?

<diligently> and following the father of lies

<now-faith> very negative

<shama> focussed on oneself

<at-peace> reflection of our own condition within

<his> it is not good....everything becomes a struggle

<joyful> whining and whimpering would be a very bad example 

<opentext> for those with jobs, what will your attitude be with your boss and fellow-workers?

<diligently> not wanting to be at work..following father of lies

<h-g-k> k - a lot harder than it already is

<at-peace> grumbling and complaining

<his> no-can-do attitude

<h-g-k> not a joyful experience

<opentext> whose fault then is everything the rest of the day?  isn't that when people try to blame their problems on everyone and everything else??

<h-g-k> k - ours

<diligently> our own <shama> our own

<rhoumai> they blame, but truly our day goes the way our attitude allows it to

<h-g-k> yes, our own

<his> ours <at-peace> ours

<opentext> our world for that day, is formed by the thoughts and intents of our heart, and are brought into existence by our words.

<opentext> Eph 6:5-6 5 Servants, be obedient to them that are your masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in singleness of your heart, as unto Christ; 6
 Not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but as the servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart; (KJV)

<opentext> how often do we see people work when the boss is around?

<rhoumai> they usually try to look busy when the boss is present

<h-g-k> some....not very much

<diligently> often, yes some

<opentext> or, how often do people dust of the Bible if the preacher is coming to their house?

<diligently> some ,often

<opentext> one must remember that Father is always watching, that there is nothing that He does not see or know.

<rhoumai> that used to be a given before i got saved, but now, we don't allow the Word to be silent long enough for that to happen

<opentext> in anything and everything that we do, if it was always done unto the Lord, we would not have anything to be ashamed of… and also, as we are growing in Him, He will then always be asking us to do a little more. Doing things a little better. Afterall, we are doing all to please Him… If we would keep fresh in our heart and mind, to do all to please Father, it will remove many of the obstacles that are currently getting in our way.

<opentext> Eph 6:7-8 7 With good will doing service, as to the Lord, and not to men: 8 Knowing that whatsoever good thing any man doeth, the same shall he receive of the Lord, whether he be bond or free. (KJV)

<opentext> The only thing that can hold us captive as a Christian, is our thoughts if they go contrary to the Word… We often forget the liberty that we do have in Christ… So at the start of each day, let us start to remember who it is that we serve. Let us keep fresh in our heart and mind who it is that we work for. Let all that we do each day be done to the glory of Father, by and through our strength, Christ… Afterall, we do not look for our reward here. And we must remember who it is that is our provider.

<opentext> Eph 6:9 9
And, ye masters, do the same things unto them, forbearing threatening: knowing that your Master also is in heaven; neither is there respect of persons with him. (KJV)

<opentext> So then the question is, how will you start or finish this day? Will you keep God as your Master? and will you allow Him to lead you and guide you in all that you do?

<shama> yes <diligently> yes <joyful> yes

<rhoumai> absolutely

<now-faith> yes <his> yes, yes

<h-g-k> rejoicing in the Lord...yes....yes

<diligently> :-)

<at-peace> continuing in Christ, yes

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> want to share thoughts: have tried to be self-employed for about 7 years now with varying success..now think of myself as Father-employed..it makes a big difference..this study was especially relevant as Father has just blessed me with my first large order for several months...PYF !

<opentext> that is a blessing to hear brother

<rhoumai> :-)))  PYF!

<opentext> Father is faithful...

<opentext> any other comments or questions from todays study?

<opentext> btw graeme, can remember who Father said is the best geologist that He has in Finland.

<his> :-)

<opentext> if no other questions or comments, we will open the channel for fellowship

--------------

<now-faith> have been sitting here just meditating on "the only thing that can hold us captive as a Christian is our thoughts if they go contrary to the Word."....i didn't realize how very true that is

<opentext> as a man thinketh in his heart....so is he

<now-faith> then we looked up captive to see where else it was and these verses I had only thought of in extreme situations...but really they do apply to every time we allow carnal thoughts to take us captive........

<now-faith> 2 Pet 2:18-20 18
For when they speak great swelling words of vanity, they allure through the lusts of the flesh, through much wantonness, those that were clean escaped from them who live in error. 19 While they promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of corruption: for of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage. 20
For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning.
  (KJV)

<opentext> 2 Cor 10:5-6 5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ; 6
And having in a readiness to revenge all disobedience, when your obedience is fulfilled. (KJV)

<now-faith> great swelling words of vanity, lusts of the flesh....that is all that wanting to do things our own way and in our own wisdom and knowledge...right?

<opentext> yes

<opentext> Gen 6:5-6 5 And GOD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the   thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 6 And it repented the LORD that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart. (KJV)

<diligently> we are to not take our heart off Father for a second.

<now-faith> while they promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of corruption....this reminds me sooo much of the types of persons that we had been given ear to and thus allowing anxiety and fear in

<opentext> Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth  itself against the knowledge of God, when we don't cast them down...then....and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil  continually.

now-faith> yes, that is so true larry and we are realizing how much that was allowed… how much we allowed that to consume us

<diligently> we seem to have trouble when our flesh starts wanting.

<opentext> 2 Tim 4:3-4 3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; 4 And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. (KJV)

<opentext> Jude 1:16 16 These are murmurers, complainers, walking after their own lusts; and their mouth speaketh great swelling words, having men's persons in admiration because of advantage. (KJV)

<diligently> well that makes good sense… just seems that if we never start wanting..we always have Fathers joy then.

<opentext> that is why one cannot be ignorant of the enemies devices

<diligently> yes..oh my

<opentext> and the only way one can spot these devices, is by taking the time to rightly divide the Word of truth

<diligently> yes

<now-faith> that is so true… to spot them immediately before we are taken captive by them

<diligently> oh my… we just heard..the enemies know our wants also.. and can then play on them, but only if we allow it… only Father knows our heart… well and His church

<opentext> 2 Tim 2:25-26 25
In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth; 26 And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will. (KJV)

now-faith> we were realizing that we verbalize what is in our heart more often than we even realize.  Even if it isn't what we say as much as it is the attitude behind what we say.  

<opentext> quick to hear, slow to speak....once we speak, we have given the devil the power that he needs to operate in and on

<now-faith> yes, again...keeping the mute button on our words until we have peace to speak 

<diligently> Father wants us as meek as a dove..and as wise as serpent

<opentext> Prov 6:2 2
 Thou art snared with the words of thy mouth, thou art taken with the words of thy mouth. (KJV)

<now-faith> i find that especially difficult when it comes to the boys…  i am very quick to speak/reprimand instead of seeking Father's counsel first for every word

<opentext> giving them totally over to Father, just as Abraham did

<now-faith> Father showed me a while back ..... how would i talk to a child who isn't mine?  More than likely not the same as I have been speaking to the boys.  Father asked again...who's are they?  

<opentext> always tough, when one has to admit they have been getting in the way

<now-faith> oh yes…  and that "mother role" seems to snag me every time

<opentext> Prov 3:5-7 5 Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.
6 In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. 7
Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from evil. (KJV)

<his> <opentext> giving them totally over to Father, just as Abraham did.....could you give a reference ..am looking :-)

<opentext> Gen 22:2 2 And he said, Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of. (KJV)

<opentext> Heb 11:17 17 By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac: and he that had received the promises offered up his only begotten son,
(KJV)

<opentext> cannot give them totally over to Father, unless one totally trusts Father

<his> Father's asking up to make the same sacrifice...but spiritually....seems one should do that daily

<now-faith> living sacrifice

<opentext> yes, so that we do not interfere, or lean to our own understanding

<diligently> yes

<now-faith> discipline = to guide and lead by example, the same example Jesus Christ gave us.  Not by force, not by emotions, not by the flesh.

<opentext> Heb 5:7-9 7 Who in the days of his flesh, when he had offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears unto him that was able to save him from death, and was heard in that he feared; 8
Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered;  9
And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him; (KJV)

<his> the new newsletter talks about letting nothing be of more importance than Him....dealing with our children according to the flesh is :-(

<opentext> when we try to solve it....we have then ignored His wisdom and counsel

<diligently> yes..that word try… trying  for me = pain

<now-faith> 2 Pet 1:4-8 4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. 5 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; 6 And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; 7 And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. 8 For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. (KJV)

<opentext>  For if these things be in you, and abound,


<opentext> def. for abound.....4121  pleonazo-  1) to superabound; used of things: 1) to exist in abundance  2) to increase 3) be augmented  2) to make to increase: one in a thing

<now-faith> they cannot abound in us if we keep shifting our focus… a double minded man being unstable in all his ways

<opentext> exactly...for then one becomes double minded

<peace-afk> Gal 2:18 18 For if I build again the things which I destroyed, I make myself a transgressor. (KJV)

<opentext> Eph 4:14-15 14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; 15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ:
(KJV)
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