Bible Study Monday 21 August, 2000

<his> Our Father, thank you that You have blessed us with this opportunity to hear instruction in Your ways this day. We ask in Jesus Christ name that You would help each of us to learn to work as one and put into practice all that You have for us and are asking of us this day. That all would be for Your glory. And we thank You and praise You for this. Through Jesus Christ

<opentext>2 Pet 1:12 12 Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance of these things, though ye know them, and be established in the present truth. (KJV)

<opentext> We are to be established in the "faith". This faith which comes or is developed by hearing the message delivered by Christ. (His Word is truth) And then becoming a doer of the Word, and not a hearer only… As we are established in the truth of His Word, then one has to recognize that anything other then the truth, is a lie. And to promulgate or put forth anything other than the truth, then makes one a talebearer… Unless one is living and abiding in the truth, how can they expect to be productive for the kingdom of God?

<shama> they won't be <rhoumai> they can't <diligently> can not <his> cannot  <h-d-g> one cannot 

<opentext> So then, one must be established in the truth. One must take the time, and put forth the effort, to maintain this relationship with God, each and every day… It is a strait and narrow path, which leads to Father's house. Thus why one has to put forth the effort to rightly divide the Word of truth.

<opentext> Rom 1:25 25 Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen.
(KJV)

<opentext> Unless we study for Father's approval, it is very easy to try to misrepresent God and His Word.

<opentext> Rom 2:8 8 But unto them that are contentious, and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, indignation and wrath, (KJV)

<opentext> Whatever is not of faith, that is of His Word, is sin. One must make the choice each day, to continue in the truth. There are no short-cuts… How easy is it, to try to coast on what one did yesterday?

<his> it is very easy

<rhoumai> sometimes very easy...we have to cast out the other voices

<diligently> not very, we need Father daily

<shama> easy if we are not living in now faith

<opentext> One thing we must remember, as we are covering this section of Ephesians, is to recognize this list that Paul is covering, describes all of the attributes of Christ. As such, if we are complete in Him, then it is a matter of learning how to apply all of these things to our life on a daily basis… One is able to know their place within the body of Christ, when they remember that Christ is their strength, established by the truth of God's Word. Jesus of Nazareth learned to hear and obey the voice of God… He learned to do only those things He saw Father do, and speak only those things  He heard Father speak. The example that we too should follow. Training oneself to hear and obey the voice of God, by allowing His spirit to lead us and guide us into all truth… If we will not believe His Word, how can we then ever believe that we are righteous through Christ?

<rhoumai> we won't ever be able to

<opentext> Eph 6:14 14 Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness; (KJV)

<shama> we wouldn't be able to

<diligently> we have to believe, …we would not be able to

<his> we would have no confidence

<opentext> Now, another thing to note, is that Paul says..."having"...not getting or acquiring, but rather having. By this time one should begin to have an understanding of who they are in Christ…One has to know the truth, that Christ Jesus paid the total sacrifice for sin, that one might be the righteousness of God in Him. (2Cor 5:21) … The truth is, that it is nothing that we can do, other then accepting His free gift. It is in Christ that one is able to have right standing with God. After all, it is by grace, through faith that we are saved, and not by works lest any man should boast… (And again, remember, that any man includes oneself)… We should all remember how Isaiah described ones own righteousness.

<opentext> definiton for "righteousness"...... 1343  dikaiosune-  1) in a broad sense: state of him who is as he ought to be, righteousness, the condition acceptable to God a) the doctrine concerning the way in which man may attain a state approved of God  b) integrity, virtue, purity of life, rightness, correctness of thinking feeling, and acting  2) in a narrower sense, justice or the virtue which gives each his due 

<opentext> 2 Cor 5:21-6:1 21
For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.
CHAPTER 6 1 We then, as workers together with him, beseech you also that ye receive not the grace of God in vain. (KJV)

<opentext> That we might be made.....that one would allow the Word of God to bring about the change in them… How often does a person try to show God "how good they are doing"? …Will one be as quick to be boastful, if they always remember the price that Christ paid in their behalf?

<diligently> have done that when i thought more highly of myself ,then i should of.

<h-d-g> no <diligently> no <shama> no <rhoumai> no, we won't <his> no <at-peace> no

<opentext> Phil 3:9 9
And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith: (KJV)

<opentext> Note, that it is the righteousness of God, by faith......the more one knows the truth of His Word, then the more one will understand all that Christ did accomplish in and on their behalf, and will then continue to prize this gift that has been made available to them… Thus, why....if...we continue in His Word, then are we His disciples....and in knowing the truth, and living the truth, one will be able to live and operate in the liberty that can only come by and through Christ… The importance of seeing and understanding all of the attributes made available to you. It is only by understanding how you are complete in Him, that one is able to draw on that which is already theirs…. How often does one keeping asking God for help, forgetting what manner of man they already are? Forgetting of all that they received in Christ?

<diligently> yes, i have done that daily… but did not realize what i was forgetting.

<rhoumai> we have done that

<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> it is when i try to do things without going to Father that things go wrong...could you explain further what you mean here ?

<opentext> One must remember where our strength is from; i can do all things through Christ who is my strength. It is when we try to show God how much we have learned; or how smart we are, that we get ourself in the midst of troubles. The Bible says, that in all of our ways, we should acknowledge Him. Learning to ask Him first, how we should handle things, rather then after we have messed it up.

<opentext> John 8:28-29 28 Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then shall ye know that I am he, and that I do nothing of myself; but as my Father hath taught me, I speak these things. 29 And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left me alone; for I do always those things that please him.  (KJV)

<opentext> If we always followed the example of Jesus Christ, would we ever fall short of God's glory?

<his> no

<his> so you mean asking for help but at the same time being aware of who we already are and what we already have...going boldly before the throne of grace in time of need

<opentext> Yes...one must remember who they are, in order to go boldly before the throne.

<opentext> Heb 4:16 16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.
 (KJV)

<opentext> Can one go boldly, if they do not think they are a part of God's family?

<his> no

<opentext> One must know the truth, as well as their right standing with God, in order to go boldly… one must know the truth, and their right standing with God, in order to know where their feet should walk…. that help graeme

<his> yes..thanks

<opentext> any other questions or comments

<opentext> if none, then we will open the channel for fellowship

<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> comment: understood from study that it all comes back to our basic motivation...are we asking for help to do something so that it will further the body of Christ...or are we asking for help so that it will further our own aims

<opentext> Eph 6:18 18 Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication​ for all saints​; (KJV)

<opentext> Eph 4:12 12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: (KJV)
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