Bible Study Wednesday 16 August, 2000

<at-peace> Father, we come before you with praise and thanksgiving in our hearts this day, knowing that you have prepared for us all our need that would keep and sustain us in our walk with the Lord, and we ask that you would open and reveal to us your Word of life and strength for our need this day with thanksgiving through Christ Jesus our Lord...

<opentext> definition for "truth".....In reference to religion, the word denotes what is true in things pertaining to God and the duties of man....the truth, as taught in the Christian religion, respecting God and the execution of his purposes through Christ....  truth as a personal excellence; that candor of mind which is free from affectation, pretence, simulation, falsehood, deceit:

<opentext> We often talk about the truth, but seldom hear the word in its proper context. Anything other then the "truth" of God's Word, is not the truth. Anything not of the truth, would have to be of the father of lies… Yet, how often is it, that people try to promote "half-truths"??

<h-d-g> most often

<diligently> often

<rhoumai> when it is to their advantage...often

<his> whenever we speak words not in agreement with Father

<opentext> If it is not the "truth" according to God's Word, then it is a lie. Plain and simple! … Yet, how often do we hold God's Word as the standard??

<rhoumai> that should always be the standard for us

<diligently> we should every time we open our mouth and say a word.

<his> if it's not first in our heart our words will be "half-truths" that is lies

<opentext> Rom 1:18-19 18
For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness; 19 Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them. (KJV)

<opentext> He has sent His Word to all of the world. His Word is truth, and so any that perish are without excuse… Paul clearly tells us here, that they hold the truth in unrighteousness. In other words, twisting and perverting the Word for their own gain.

<diligently> o/

<opentext> yes judy

<diligently> do you think it would be unpleasing then ,to Father for us to even spend a moment of our time even having any compassion for them? or  should we? … or thoughts of compassion

<opentext> true compassion would be that they would come to the knowledge of the truth. The lie would be to feel sorry for them… The Word clearly says that they are without excuse. That is Father's Word, not mine.

<diligently> yes, we clearly see that.

<opentext> Gal 2:5-6 5 To whom we gave place by subjection, no, not for an hour; that the truth of the gospel might continue with you. 6 But of these who seemed to be somewhat, (whatsoever they were, it maketh no matter to me: God accepteth no man's person:) for they who seemed to be somewhat in conference added nothing to me: (KJV)

<opentext> If they will not add anything to our working knowledge of God.....why would one want anything to do with them? …  Of what good or purpose would they be to us?

<h-d-g> none <shama> none <his> none

<diligently> we would not want anything at all to do with them

<opentext> Gal 2:14 14 But when I saw that they walked not uprightly according to the truth of the gospel, I said unto Peter before them all, If thou, being a Jew, livest after the manner of Gentiles, and not as do the Jews, why compellest thou the Gentiles to live as do the Jews? (KJV)

<opentext> Paul stood his ground, according to the truth…  How often do we do all to stand, when we know the truth is not being presented?

<opentext> Gal 5:7-9 7 Ye did run well; who did hinder you that ye should not obey the truth? 8 This persuasion cometh not of him that calleth you.
 9 A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump. (KJV)

<opentext> How often do we allow the hindrances to have more control in our life then the truth?

<diligently> getting entwined with the ways of the world.

<his> when we focus on them...too often

<diligently> at work sometime, we get caught up in there meanness.. we get upset that they be mean to each other.

<shama> when we focus on the distractions 

<opentext> i have a little saying that i use quite often in my life....if God said it; i believe it, and it is settled!!

<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> Gal 2:6 6 But of these who seemed to be somewhat, (whatsoever they were, it maketh no matter to me: God accepteth no man's person:) for they who seemed to be somewhat in conference added nothing to me: (KJV)


<his> does "in conference" mean in collusion, operating together, in a clique ?

<opentext> 4323  prosanatithemi (pros-an-at-ith'-ay-mee); from 4314 and 394; to lay up in addition, i.e. (middle voice and figuratively) to impart or (by implication) to consult: KJV-- in conference add, confer.

<his> thanks

<opentext> There are many in the world, that "appear" to be serving God....but, what could they add to the knowledge that you have acquired of Christ?

<his> none… nothing

<opentext> And yet, so often, people will run to those people, seeking guidance and counsel… Later in his life, John gives quite a different account then what he does here...

<opentext> II Jn 1:7-11 7 For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist. 8 Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things which we have wrought, but that we receive a full reward. 9 Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son. 10 If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed: 11 For he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds. (KJV)

<opentext> Could it be, that because of Paul's faithfulness to the truth, that John started seeking the truth? That we do not know, but it is a good possibility. And yet, Paul never got to see this change in John… The truth, is the foundation of our relationship with God. It is the truth that set us free; that made us that new creation in Christ. It is only as we continue in this truth, that one is able to maintain that freedom.

<opentext> Gal 4:16 16 Am I therefore become your enemy, because I tell you the truth? (KJV)

<opentext> How often do you get mad at someone for them telling you the truth?

<shama> used to get upset but not anymore

<rhoumai> used to be every time they told me the truth...now, am getting self out of the way to receive the truth

<his> when i have not prepared myself to receive it

<diligently> have not gotten mad, but have gotten hurt.

<h-d-g> only when in the flesh

<diligently> oh my, yes when in the flesh

<opentext> 2 Cor 12:15 15 And I will very gladly spend and be spent for you; though the more abundantly I love you, the less I be loved. (KJV)

<opentext> Often, it is the truth that one will avoid. As well as those that have the truth… We seldom think about all of the persecution that Paul went through. Why did he go through this persecution?

<diligently> he had the truth, and he told it.

<at-peace> because he spoke the truth in love

<shama> because He spoke the truth and did not compromise the gospel of Christ for no one

<rhoumai> because of the same reason his exalted Brother did...people didn't want to hear the truth

<opentext> If he had been a "popular" preacher, do you think he would have been persecuted?

<h-d-g> no <diligently> no <shama> no <rhoumai> no

<his> he did not compromise what he knew.. no

<at-peace> no

<opentext> Eph 6:14 14 Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth,  (KJV)

<opentext> The first thing Paul mentions here, is the truth. One must know the truth to be set free. One must continue in the truth to maintain that liberty, which can only come by and through Christ… One must continue to seek the truth in all of their ways, so that they are able to maintain that walk on the strait and narrow path. (see, we are to be narrow-minded)

<his> lol

<rhoumai> :-)

<opentext> Jesus Christ is the only way to Father, which is established by the truth of His Word. God will not accept any other substitutes… When you have done all to stand in and on the truth of His Word, will you continue to stand, in spite of the opposition? In spite of what people say and think? regardless if your earthly family turns against you? How much do you really trust in Him and His Word?

<h-d-g> with my whole heart

<diligently> all heart soul and mind

<shama> yes...totally trust His Word

<his> yes....more and more

<rhoumai> i will stand on the foundation of truth, no matter what attempts to separate me from God

<opentext> Today, will you hold fast "your" profession of faith, without wavering?

<shama> yes <h-d-g> yes <rhoumai> yes, absolutely! <his> yes <at-peace> yes, yes, yes <diligently> yes <diligently> :-)

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study? also, remember that tomorrow is Q & A day

<diligently> o/

<h-d-g> yes judy

<diligently> so , any time i get the emotion of, upset, hurt, mad, jealous, scared, well any emotion.. that is a very good clue, i am in my flesh?

<opentext> Gal 5:19-21 19 Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, 20 Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, 21 Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.
(KJV)

<diligently> and cast it down as soon as it enters. we are hearing,… yes, PYF

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<opentext> if no other questions or comments, then we will open the channel for fellowship
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