Bible Study Thursday 10 August, 2000

<at-peace> Father we thank you and praise you for this day to serve you as you ask of us and to be of encouragement to one another as your Holy Spirit leads us, we ask that you would lead and guide us into all your Truth and Wisdom this day through Christ Jesus our Lord..

<opentext> Eph 6:12-13 12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. 13Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. (KJV)

<opentext> Just as the Bible so often speaks about the tongue, the Bible also speaks very often about the flesh.

<opentext> 2 Pet 2:9-10 9 The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished: 10 But chiefly them that walk after the flesh in the lust of uncleanness, and despise government. Presumptuous are they, selfwilled, they are not afraid to speak evil of dignities. 11 Whereas angels, which are greater in power and might, bring not railing accusation against them before the Lord. 12
But these, as natural brute beasts, made to be taken and destroyed, speak evil of the things that they understand not; and shall utterly perish in their own corruption;  (KJV)

<opentext> We can notice that here Peter shows how the flesh and the tongue operate together… The flesh will always try to justify itself. It is hard to be strong in the Lord, when one is always trying to justify the actions of the flesh.

<opentext> Rom 8:1 1 There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. (KJV)

<opentext> There is no condemnation, if one is walking in His Spirit… For if one knows that God is for them, it will not matter what anyone else says or does… The only way that one can stand, and remain standing, is to be strong in the Lord. To be strong in the Lord, one has to have an intimate relationship with Him, and then maintain it, according to His Word of truth… Others can point us to the truth. There can even be signs and billboards proclaiming the truth. Ultimately, it is what you, the individual, decide to do with the truth, that will determine the path that you will follow… How can one be strong in the Lord, and in the power of His might, if one does not know Him, nor where His power originates from?

<HisRemnant> it can't happen

<shama> they can't be

<diligently> they can not

<his> one cannot

<opentext> Eph 5:16-17 16 Redeeming the time, because the days are evil. 17 Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is. (KJV)

<opentext> We are in this world, but we are not to be of this world. What is it that one is attaching themselves to? Amos 3:3 tells us that two can not walk together, unless they are agreed. The word agreed in that verse means betrothed… That is why Paul says to take unto you, all that God has made available to us. The only way that one can know all that God is, and has available, is by knowing His Word… Paul commended the Bereans, because they did not believe what he said, but rather they went to the Word, and made sure what they were hearing was so. Not what someone else believed or thought, but rather what the Word explained as truth… How often is what we do, based upon what we think or believe, rather then what you know?

<HisRemnant> sometimes have done that

<diligently> one time is to often 

<diligently> it could be life or death

<h-d-g-k> that would be setting the wrong example

<opentext> 2 Cor 12:8-9 8 For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me. 9 And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. (KJV)

<opentext> Paul had been seeking God to intervene for him. And God's answer to Paul, was that His grace is sufficient. That Paul would learn to depend upon the power of Christ…  The thing we often overlook, is that Paul could not flip the pages to the epistles that he had scribed, and reference Father's wisdom. He had to learn to hear God for himself.

<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> would that mean waiting to hear, and be sure of, the answer in the Word before acting on anything ?

<opentext> swift to hear, and slow to speak. Knowing that it is from God, and according to His Word and His will, before acting… It is when we are weak, that He is strong. i, the flesh must decrease, that the Spirit of Christ may be in control in my life… Again, what we often forget or overlook when reading the gospels and epistles, is the years of hearing that it took for these to be penned. How the writers had to become not only hearers of the Word, but had to learn to live the Word of faith which they preached… How many of you...still have the same development of faith, as when you first believed?

<HisRemnant> not the same...no

<h-d-g-k> not me <diligently> not me <at-peace> not me

<shama> no

<joyful> everyday we learn more

<his> more developed

<opentext> How much of what and who you thought God was, is still the same as when you first believed?

<HisRemnant> very little

<shama> not much at all

<diligently> not me

<his> very very little

<diligently> most none

<opentext> So then, our faith has developed, as we have taken the time to hear the message delivered by and through Christ Jesus… And then as we hear this Word, to allow it to become a very way of life. Being a doer of the Word, and not a hearer only… His Word, Christ the power and wisdom of God, is where we get our strength from. The more and the better one knows His Word (being a hearer and doer both) the more of the obstacles of the devil one is able to overcome… It is as one will continue in His Word, that the truth will set them free, and keep them free, as they continue in His Word… This is what enables one to be able to stand against all the tricks of the devil. That enables one to overcome all of his craftiness. To overcome and see through all of the lies, and rightly divide the Word of truth.

<opentext> Eph 6:14 14 Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness; (KJV)

<opentext> How can you stand, if you do not know the truth of His Word, as taught by His Spirit?

<HisRemnant> you can't for very long at all

<shama> we can't

<diligently> you can not

<his> one will soon fall

<at-peace> can't

<joyful> you cannot

<opentext> definition of stand..... 2476  histemi-  1) to cause or make to stand, to place, to put, to set  a) to bid to stand by, [set up] 1) in the presence of others, in the midst, before judges, before members of the Sanhedrin; 2) to place b) to make firm, to fix, to establish 1) to cause a person or a thing to keep his or its place 2) to stand, be kept intact (of family, a kingdom), to escape in safety 3) to establish a thing, to cause it to stand,  to uphold or sustain the authority or force of anything c) to set or place in a balance to weigh: money to one (because in very early times before the introduction of coinage, the metals used to be weighed)  2) to stand a) to stand by or near…  to stop, to stand still, to stand immovable, to stand firm, used of the foundation of a building b) to stand 1) to continue safe and sound, to stand unharmed, to stand ready or prepared 2) to be of a steadfast mind 3) used of quality, one who does not hesitate, who does not waiver

<opentext> ​ to uphold or sustain the authority or force of anything​

<opentext> One must remember, where we are to get our strength from. It is in Christ that one becomes the new creation. Old things are past away (left dead and buried), for behold all things are become new. Are you walking this day, in the oldness of the flesh, or in the newness of His Spirit?

<HisRemnant> the newness of His Spirit! <at-peace> today, in the newness of His Spirit <his> newness of His Spirit <diligently> newness of His spirit <joyful> newness of His Spirit!!!  <shama> the newness of His Spirit

<opentext> any questions or comments from todays study?

<his> o/

<at-peace> o/

<opentext> yes graeme, and then charlene

<his> comment:<opentext>  to uphold or sustain the authority or force of anything....brought to mind the word "ambassador" (Eph 6:20)

<his>Eph 6:20  For which I am an ambassador in bonds: that therein I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak (KJV)

<opentext> that would be a very good comparison....and as we know, one does not take a novice or beginner, to use as an ambassador....but rather one that is developed and knowledgeable of the facts

<opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> was thinking about your comment about the billboards, and was hearing that Father places billboards of His truth all around us, yet we still have the choice to stop and give heed to them and allow the truth to guide our next step or not

<opentext> His Word is all around us. All things are created by and for Him. However, if one does not know Him, nor His voice, how can they see or hear all that He is trying to say to us or show to us?

<at-peace> one can not

<opentext> Often, as we move forward and grow in the Lord, one is often able to think back, and realize some of what we thought was from God, was really from the devil and his workers. And we can see how we sped right by that which Father was trying to show us.

<at-peace> not paying attention to the signs…  the details

<diligently> o/

<opentext> yes judy

<diligently> and when we realize that. we can be thankful we did finally hear and see from Father,, and then just grow from it.. and continue for the mark of the prize… hard to see, just how crafty the devil is

<opentext> That is one thing that we can see from the Bible, is the mistakes and errors that others made...and why there is then no excuse if we make the same mistakes.

<diligently> right

<opentext> He has come, that we might have life, and have it more abundantly!

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<opentext> if none, then we will open the channel for fellowship
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