Bible Study Tuesday 1 August, 2000

<his> Our Father, we thank You for the privilege on this time to gather before You for this time of instruction and fellowship. We thank you and praise You that You have already prepared that which You know each of us has need of. We ask in Jesus Christ name that You would help us to be attentive to the message You have for us this day. And we thank You and praise You for this. Through Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior…..

<opentext> Eph 6:10-11 10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. 11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. (KJV)

<opentext> finally...some would say in the remaining time...yet, if one listens and looks, it would be more appropriate for those yet remaining… If you will recall, then when Paul left Ephesus for the last time, when on his way to Jerusalem, he told them plainly that they would not see his face no more…  He also told them and warned them of several other things as well...

<opentext> Acts 20:26-31 26
Wherefore I take you to record this day, that I am pure from the blood of all men. 27 For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God. 28 Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood. 29 For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock. 30 Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them. 31 Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three years I ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears. (KJV)

<opentext> so now a few years later, and now as a prisoner in Rome, Paul pens this epistle to those same people of Ephesus. And if we keep in mind that which Luke recorded in the book of acts, it will give us a clearer picture that this letter is being written to those yet remaining. It is also very similar to what happened with Jesus Christ during His public ministry, that for most of three years many people followed Him as well...  yet, once He told them they would have to eat of His flesh, and drink of His blood, then many were offended and followed Him no more....

<opentext> John 6:65-68 65
And he said, Therefore said I unto you, that no man can come unto me, except it were given unto him of my Father. 66 From that time many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with him. 67 Then said Jesus unto the twelve, Will ye also go away? 68 Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal life. (KJV)

<opentext> Many are called, but few are chosen. Few find that strait and narrow path, and maintain their walk on it…  The only way that one can remain strong, is by recognizing and always remembering where our strength comes from… We can also recall from the book of Acts, that some people tried to imitate that which Paul was doing, rather then developing a relationship with God for themselves…  some seven sons of Sceva... they knew the words, but did not know the Saviour, and came up with disastrous results...

<opentext> Acts 19:14-16 14
And there were seven sons of one Sceva, a Jew, and chief of the priests, which did so. 15 And the evil spirit answered and said, Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are ye? 16 And the man in whom the evil spirit was leaped on them, and overcame them, and prevailed against them, so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded.  (KJV)

<opentext> we also have to remember who the book of Ephesians is written to....it is written to the believer...the church there at Ephesus.... and so it is addressing those that had made a profession to Christ Jesus...

<opentext> be strong in the Lord.....and He made this same Jesus both Lord and Christ..Acts 2:36... one must recognize how Jesus of Nazareth overcame temptation. They must recognize that He not only heard the Spirit of Christ, and the Words of Father, but also obeyed them as well... Many times we will hear God's Word, but we do not obey them...we will be hearers of the Word...but we will not do that which they ask of us… Throughout the Bible, we see that many people make a commitment to God, and have enthusiasm for awhile....but in many instances their love for God then grows lukewarm… This happens when one forgets where their strength comes from. They forget that Christ is the wisdom and power of God. They forget that the joy of the Lord, is their strength… This is why we are to walk by faith, our ability to hear the message delivered by and through Christ, and then to allow this message delivered to become a way of life… And not by sight or the senses, which cause one to be led or swayed by the emotions…  For we know that those in the flesh cannot please God. Whatever is not of faith, is sin…  In many instances, people will begin in the Spirit, and through lack of teaching or proper studying will then revert to the flesh, and walking that way… So we can see, that one must remember where their strength comes from. For it is only as one stays mindful of this, that they will operate in and by Christ, rather then by what they think that they have accomplished.

<opentext> Eph 6:11 11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.
(KJV)

<opentext> Put on...said in the singular....put it on, and leave it on… Many people change their attitudes of and about God, the way they change their clothes…  He is Lord and God, and He changes not… He is the same today as He was yesterday, and as He will be tomorrow. Yet, one must remember to always walk by now faith. Knowing that God cannot fail… Put on the FULL armor of God. Often times, we are so busy looking at what others are doing, that we fail to watch God. One must remember that it is God that has all of the wisdom and power, and that is only available by and through His Christ…  God is a Spirit. Since then He is a Spirit, guess what realm His armor is for?

<shama> the spirit realm <at-peace> spirit realm <diligently> them in the spirit <his> spirit realm <rhoumai> the spiritual

<opentext> One must remember this at all times.

<opentext> Gal 5:16-18 16 This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. 17
For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would. 18 But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law.  (KJV)

<opentext> Eph 6:11 11 Put on the whole armour of God, that​ ye may be able​ to stand (KJV)


<opentext> One is not able to ride anyone else’s coat tails into God's kingdom. One must establish their own relationship with God. And since we know that faith is developed and built upon taking the time to hear God's Word, the message delivered by and through Christ. One then learns to study for Father's approval, rightly dividing the Word of truth, so that one will never have reason to be ashamed when they stand before Him… It is only by doing this, that one is able to learn, to know, to gain confidence of who they are in Christ. To know the rights and authority in Him, that are  made available to each and every person. Since we know that God is not a respecter of persons.

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<at-peace> o/

<opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> noticed in Acts 19:14-16 that the evil spirit said "I know Jesus, I know Paul, but who are you?"... had asked Father why it only mentioned Jesus and Paul, and He said that it was because they "knew" their rights and authority in Christ, and had learned to operate in them properly

<opentext> yes...as we can also see from this scripture....

<opentext> Matt 7:21-23 21
Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. 22 Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? 23 And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. (KJV)

<opentext> even the devil and his workers can appear as an angel of light....

<opentext> any other questions or comments from today's study

<opentext> if no other questions or comments, then we will open the channel for fellowship

<his> found something particularly interesting in what charlene shared: <at-peace> noticed in Acts 19:14-16 that the evil spirit said "I know Jesus, I know Paul, but who are you?"... had asked Father why it only mentioned Jesus and Paul, and He said that it was because they "knew" their rights and authority in Christ, and had learned to operate in them properly… AND had learned to operate in them properly…  helped :-)

<opentext> that is key for us all, learning to operate properly in God's grace and love

<at-peace> :-)

<opentext> the key is in learning to do all to please Him.... when one learns to do all to please Him, then there is no room for self-centered motives or glory…  it is the Word that sets people free and keeps them free...not the signs and wonders

<his> a long process

<opentext> a process...only as long as we make it, or fight against it

<opentext> Isa 55:8-10 8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD.9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts. 10 For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater: (KJV)

<diligently> Isa 28:10 For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little:  (KJV)

<opentext> Isa 55:11-13 11 So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it. 12 For ye shall go out with joy, and be led forth with peace: the mountains and the hills shall break forth before you into singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
13 Instead of the thorn shall come up the fir tree, and instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle tree: and it shall be to the LORD for a name, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.
(KJV)

<diligently> we love those verses..Father’s word WILL not return unto Him  void

<his> Romans 9:20  Nay but, O man, who art thou that repliest against God? Shall the thing formed say to him that formed it, Why hast thou made me thus? (KJV)

<opentext> remembering Job's conversation with God.....and how Job was asked where he was at, when God formed the universe (Job 38)

<his> so it only "seems" a process when i'm in the way

<opentext> all a part of growing together....

<h-k> growing up into Him in all things

<opentext> Eph 4:15-16 15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ: 16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth,
(KJV)
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