Bible Study Tuesday 27 June 2000

<his> Our heavenly Father, thank you for the privilege you have blessed us with to come before You to hear the Words of life You have for us this day. We ask that you would help us to be attentive to all that You have for us and are asking of us. Through Jesus Christ….

<opentext> Eph 5:8-10 8 For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light: 9 (For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth;)
10 Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord. (KJV)

<opentext> walk.....how often is it that we do not walk...but rather get in a hurry. We get in such a rush, or such a panic, that we try to handle and analyze things ourselves?

<rhoumai> much too often

<his> very often

<shama> we still do that

<diligently> do that at times

<opentext> definition for walk..... 4043  peripateo-  to walk: a) to make one's way, progress; to make due use of opportunities b) Hebrew for, to live 1) to regulate one's life 2) to conduct oneself  3) to pass one's life 

<opentext> Do we always make full use of our opportunities to learn from Father? How about sometimes? Or, less then we should?

<his> less than one should

<shama> not as often as we should

<diligently> we always think  we are… but know this is not true

<opentext> Do we really use the Word to regulate our life? Or, only in times of trouble or stress?

<rhoumai> never make full use of our opportunities

<diligently> our heart wants to use the word always

<rhoumai> attempt to use it everyday, but i know i use it more during times of stress and trouble

<shama> learning to allow it to become a way of life all the time, not just when in trouble

<his> spirit and flesh always in conflict....sometimes latter

<opentext> Is the Word really our guide, for how we conduct ourselves in every instance?

<rhoumai> not in every instance, no

<shama> we want it to be, at all times, but still learning

<diligently> it should be, sometimes it is after ,we hear Father as to what we should not have done, or said.

<opentext> If you are running, can you always be sure of your every step?

<shama> no <rhoumai> nope <diligently> no <his> no

<rhoumai> not sure of any steps when you run

<opentext> Yet, how often do we allow our mouth or words to run, rather then weighing all of our words, before we speak?

<rhoumai> :-X

<diligently> not so much any more. we are learning daily to be stiller, as Father asks

<shama> sometimes too often...once is too often

<opentext> Eph 5:9-10 9 (For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth;)
10 Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord.
 (KJV)

<opentext> definition for proving.....  1381  dokimazo- 1) to test, to examine, to prove, to scrutinize (to see whether a thing is genuine or not), as metals  2) to recognize as genuine after examination, to approve, to deem worthy

<opentext> Afterall, we are to try or test the spirits. And, remember that Paul tells us quite clearly (Heb 5:14) that only those that are on the meat of the Word, are able to discern between good and evil…  We are supposed to study for Father's approval. It is Him that we are supposed to aim to please. However, is this always the case?

<rhoumai> not all the time, no

<shama> not always

<diligently> not all the time

<his> no

<opentext> definition for acceptable....  2101  euarestos (yoo-ar'-es-tos);  from 2095 and 701; fully agreeable:  KJV-- acceptable (-ted), wellpleasing.

<opentext> we are to always check things out, to be sure one is in full agreement with God. This can only happen as we have given our time, to attentively hear ALL His instructions, and then apply them to our life… Have you ever heard some of what God asked of you, and then went ahead to do what you thought you heard, to only find out later that you did not take the time to hear all that He had to say?

<shama> oh yeah!

<diligently> oh ,yes

<rhoumai> yep

<his> yes

<opentext> I can think of many times people wanted me to make a decision....and wanted it right now....but i would not act or react till i knew exactly what Father wanted me to do. Being still long enough, to know that He is God, and to be sure of that which He is asking.

<opentext> Eph 5:10-11 10 Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord. 11 And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them. (KJV)

<opentext> please note...that it says no fellowship.....with that which is not of God. Yet, how often do we rationalize, or think....just a little bit will not hurt me.....we think we are stronger than that?

<shama> we have thought that before … but it does do harm

<rhoumai> i don't say it in those terms, but my actions say that exact thing at times

<diligently> we have been thinking we were doing Fathers will and learn we heard wrong

<opentext> definition for reprove......... 1651  elegcho- 1) to convict, to refute, to confute a) generally with a suggestion of shame of the person convicted  b) by conviction to bring to the light, to expose 2) to find fault with, correct  a) by word: 1) to reprehend severely, to chide, to admonish, to reprove 2) to call to account, to show one his fault, to demand an explanation b) by deed: to chasten, to punish

<opentext> How often can our example, our lifestyle....bring conviction to those around us?

<shama> very often, when we are walking in the Spirit

<diligently> very often

<rhoumai> certainly not as much as i would like it to

<his> often we can  bring reproval by not participating

<opentext> How often do we "think" we have to give the people an explanation of why we are doing things? Or, that we owe them an explanation?

<shama> not so much anymore… we are answerable to Father not to man

<diligently> we do this so often..and we hear from Father asking us not to.letting us know we do not have  to..

<his> did before ..less now..flesh "thinks" that way

<rhoumai> yes, i do until i remember to let my yes or no be enough explanation

<diligently> yes, flesh thinks we have to

<opentext> Do you really think that Noah looked for approval of the people that were not of his family? Did Jesus Christ look for the apostles approval before going to the cross and the grave?

<diligently> no <shama> no <his> no

<rhoumai> if they had done that, the ark would not have finished, and Jesus Christ would not have completed the sacrifice

<opentext> So then, we are beginning to see the importance of being a doer of the Word....one that lives the Word, not just talk about it. And also, that we are not the savior, but rather only messengers for Him. And unless we are living this Word, we will present the wrong message.

<rhoumai> yes

<opentext> Eph 5:11-12 11 And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them. 12 For it is a shame even to speak of those things which are done of them in secret.
(KJV)

<opentext> Our example...(a picture is worth a 1000 words)...is what should do most of our speaking for us....except when asked of a reason of the hope within us....  Now....let me ask you this....when we see people doing something wrong....why do people always want to discuss the sin? Isn't this becoming a partaker of their evil deeds?

<shama> yes it is

<diligently> yes… we should not even listen

<rhoumai> sigh...yes, but we often forget that

<his> the flesh likes to gossip...which is wrong

<opentext> is it the lie that sets us free, or the truth?

<his> the truth

<rhoumai> absolutely the truth!

<diligently> the truth

<shama> the truth...His Word

<opentext> 
For it is a shame even to speak of those things ......definition for shame.....
 149  aischron- shame, base, dishonorable

<opentext> we all too often forget, that death and life are in the power of the tongue. We forget that our words have power. They will either work for or against a person or persons… if we are discussing the lies, then how can or will the truth be presented?

<rhoumai> it won't be

<diligently> it will not,or can not

<shama> it cant be, the truth will be choked out by the lies

<h-d-k-m> there is no truth in lies

<his> lies not edifying

<opentext> it will choke the Word, and cause things to be unfruitful!

<opentext> Matt 13:22 22 He also that received seed among the thorns is he that heareth the word; and the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he becometh unfruitful. (KJV)

<opentext> Today, will you abide in His vine?

<opentext> John 15:4 4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. (KJV)

<his> yes <diligently> yes <shama> yes <h-d-k-m> yes

<rhoumai> yes, i sure will!

<opentext> any questions or comments from todays study?

<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> comment: understood from this study that i should not be looking for an explanation "why" someone else did something or has not something why something happened a certain way etc - but rather checking myself to see if i am in error..if i have strayed from the Way

<opentext> yes, for it is then that our life will present light to their path as well, if they choose to follow the Word.........IF Father asks you to speak, you will know it, and often the thought is" can't you find someone else God?" … when a person sins, it is because they chose not to be obedient to God...what other explanation does one need?

<his> none

<opentext> does that help graeme?

<his> yes much thanks

<diligently> o/

<opentext> yes judy

<diligently> how do we know we are on the meat of Fathers Word enough to really learn to discern between good and evil, at all times?

<opentext> Have you ever did something...and knew immediately that you were not supposed to do it, but did it anyway?

<diligently> not very often, but once is to much, yes

<opentext> How often, have you started to do something, and knew inside that you should not, but ignored the warning?

<diligently> yes, we have … or ..i..have

<opentext> Father holds us accountable for that which He has opened to us within His Word. It is as we use that properly, and to please Him, then He will then open more of His Word to us. The more we grow, the more that Father asks of us, and requires of us…  As we grow in a working knowledge of the Word, so grows one's discernment.

<diligently> ok,so Father will just keep teaching us as we learn.

<opentext> 1 Cor 13:11 11 When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things. (KJV)

<opentext> that help judy?

<diligently> yes,thank you

<rhoumai> o/

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<opentext> yes miz

<rhoumai> i realize in this toe-stomping study, that we can cloak gossip and speaking of those things done in secret as prayer requests, concern, a plea for help, etc., but it all comes back to gossip, and speaking things we ought not

<opentext> that is why we ask God for the solution....as the problem is usually quite evident....just as in John 8, the woman caught in adultery, did not need the scribes and pharisees to tell her she was wrong. Yet, Jesus Christ did not accuse, nor excuse, but rather asked her to cease from sin.

<rhoumai> yes

<opentext> it is the truth that sets us free....His Word is truth....

<rhoumai> reminds me of that verse, accusing or else excusing one another

<opentext> also, when we place God's Word on the scene...as Father directs us, then it removes us from the equation, even though we may have been the vessel Father used to deliver it.

<opentext> Rom 2:15-16 15
Which shew the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and their thoughts the mean while accusing or else excusing one another;) 16 In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according to my gospel. (KJV)

<opentext> and that is why we have to remember who the judge is, for it certainly is not us

<rhoumai> very true

<opentext> that help miz?

<rhoumai> oh, yes

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<opentext> if none, then we will open the channel for fellowship
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