Bible Study Wednesday 21 June 2000

<shama> Father we thank you for your Word, and for all that you have prepared for us this day....we pray that we would be the example of the believer, so that the light of Christ may shine through us, so others may see your abundant love and salvation...we pray that we will hear and obey your voice this day, and we thank you for these things in Christ Jesus our Lord

<opentext> Eph 5:6-7 6 Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things cometh the wrath of God upon the children of disobedience. 7 Be not ye therefore partakers with them. (KJV)

<opentext> let no man deceive you with vain words.....that also means deceiving oneself, with vain or empty words… if one does not take the time, and put forth the effort to hear all that God says to us each day.....we can deceive ourselves, since we have not taken the time, nor put forth the effort to hear God's counsel clearly… Paul tells us to study to be quiet, and he does this for a reason. So that we take the time to hear all of Father's counsel, which then enables one to prepare an answer in that area, that we may have His answer when asked a reason of the hope within us.

<opentext> <Cadfael> i am on an interesting project.  I had a couple of gentlemen from the Jehovah's Witness organization stop by the other day to chat.  They left a booklet and said they would come back.  I am looking up a bunch of scriptures which help substantiate that Jesus is God, and a part of the trinity.

<opentext> now, from what you each know of the scripture, how would you answer this question?

<diligently> the trinity is not in Father’s Word any place…the word is not found.

<miz> they are not asking of the hope within me, or even asking anything...i would be silent after i threw the booklet away

<his> i would say that is contrary to the Word of God and leave it there unless they asked anything else

<read-fish> i agree with miz, unless they sincerely asked, they have pretty much made up their mind already

<shama> there are no scriptures which help substantiate that, in my Bible

<read-fish> would not cast pearls before those swine

<opentext> we can all formulate, and speculate what we would answer.....the question he asked, in and of itself....that Jesus is the son of God.....one would have to first ask the person, at what place and time are they referring to…  for we know that after the resurrection and ascension, that God made this same Jesus both Lord and Christ, at which point He became the firstborn of many brethren, the firstborn from the dead....and thus set the pattern for us to follow…  Jesus Christ said clearly, that He and the Father are one.....the equality of the Godhead....without separation… any time that we are questioned over that which we know of the Word, you will find the challenge that is immediately placed before you. This is why we are to study for Father's approval. Since the more one will study the Word, the more clearly they will develop their ability to hear His voice… At the same time, we are told to be swift to hear, and slow to speak or respond. As one hears the Word that is real and alive to themselves, then one must learn to immediately hear Father's counsel on the words to present it to those that are asking. Most often we respond in our understanding, or the terms that God used to explain it to us… And since no two of us are the same, each person needs to hear it in what will speak to their understanding. Thus, we are quick or swift to hear God's Word, then take the time to ask God on how He would present it to that whom is seeking… By learning to do this, one is not pulled into the vain words, for they are quickly renewing their mind with God's Word, and seeking His response, rather then our own.

<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> do you mean taking the time to ask Father how to answer at the actual time the person asks...that is training ourselves not to be troubled about not answering immediately? 

<opentext> That is correct. Usually our flesh panics, and one assumes that they have to respond immediately. For myself, i want to be sure that i represent God properly, so will take my time to respond, to be sure i have His answer, with His understanding… Those who are around the office, know that many times i ask them to be quiet, so i can hear Father's answer clearly, and this happens many times during studies or conversations.

<opentext> does that help graeme?

<his> yes much thanks

<opentext> How often when one is taking a test, do they take the time to make sure they hear the right answer?

<miz> always for me

<shama> yes for each question

<diligently> most of the time,that is how Father asks us to do it.

<his> double and triple check 

<opentext> so then, since our life here is a test, one needs to take the time, and develop their hearing, to be sure they hear His answer, which is always right.

<read-fish> making sure we hear the question properly as well as answer

<opentext> and faith is developed by hearing, hearing and obeying the message delivered by Christ…  In the world, we were taught to answer quickly....and in many circles to answer with BIG words, so that if we were not sure of the answer, the BIG words would confuse the people, and keep them from asking further.

<opentext> Eph 5:7 7
Be not ye therefore partakers with them. (KJV)

<opentext> How often have you joined a conversation, just to try to prove your point, or to impress people?

<miz> have done that before

<shama> have done that often

<diligently> we in the past have done that..and did not even know anything as to what they were talking about,,we do not do that any longer.that is one of the times..we thought to Father..why did we say that Father.

<his> have ...not so often these days but still do at times

<opentext> 1 Pet 3:15 15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and ​be ready always to give an answer​ to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear: (KJV)

<opentext> many times people will ask a question, but they are not seeking an answer for the reason of the hope that is in us......do we then owe them an answer?

<miz> nope <shama> no <diligently> no <h-k-m-m> no <read-fish> no <his> no

<opentext> 1 Tim 5:22 22 Lay hands suddenly on no man, neither be partaker of other men's sins: keep thyself pure. (KJV)

<opentext> Just as the lawyer asked Jesus Christ who his neighbor was.....not seeking an answer, but rather to justify himself, as well as trying to trick Him… Many times we see Jesus Christ, answering their question with a question, which then exposes the motives of their heart.

<opentext> Eccl 5:1-2 1 Keep thy foot when thou goest to the house of God, and be more ready to hear, than to give the sacrifice of fools: for they consider not that they do evil. 2
Be not rash with thy mouth, and let not thine heart be hasty to utter any thing before God: for God is in heaven, and thou upon earth: therefore let thy words be few. (KJV)

<opentext> Today, learn to be swift to hear Father's counsel, and wise enough to hear His answer at the same time…  any questions or comments from todays study?

<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> comment: am thinking one should be applying this counsel to all areas in ones life....without asking Father to tie my shoe-laces for me

<opentext> lol...yes... very good insight graeme

<his> :-)

<opentext> asking God for the counsel, so that "we" are able to maintain our walk within the guidelines of that straight and narrow path

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<diligently> o/

<opentext> yes judy

<diligently> one time, someone asked me..judy ,cant you figure anything out on your own? do you always have to ask God..well. it was all the years of my figuring things out..that caused so much trouble in my life..when we ask Father ..there is no mistakes.  :-) …  and listen and obey.

<opentext> as Paul said, being followers of him, as He followed the example of Christ

<diligently> yes

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<opentext> if none, then we will open the channel for fellowship
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