Bible Study Tuesday 25 July, 2000

<shama> Father we thank you for all of your blessings this day, and for your love that you freely give to us....we ask that you would help us to be still and prepared to hear your words, so that we may obey all that you ask of us this day, and be the example of the believer to all.... we thank you for these things and give you the glory for them, in Christ Jesus our Lord 

<opentext> Eph 5:21-22 21 Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God. 22 Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord. (KJV)

<opentext> Being helpers of one another’s fait, not lording it over anyone… For one must remember what happens to anyone that offends or leads one of His little ones away… It takes much more to be an example of the believer, then what most think. It is living up to God's standards, not man's… And as we discussed yesterday, it is God who has set the order for things, they are His laws, so one must learn to do things in His order, out of reverence and respect… Thus why Paul tells us, that they that are in the flesh, cannot please God.

<opentext> Eph 5:23-24 23
For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body. 24 Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in every thing. (KJV)

<opentext> We can see man's rebellion against God's laws all around us. One of the most obvious things is in the children of today. They have no respect or discipline, and so they do anything and everything that makes them feel good…  And where did this all start? From the parents, who got tired of discipline, and so wanted to give the children that which they did not have, or thought they had. Few realize, that the only liberty is in Christ… Christ Jesus did all that Father asked of Him, out of love and respect. The perfect example set for us to follow… Also here though, Paul is setting the pattern on Christ’s obedience to Father, and how when the two became one flesh, Jesus and Christ (Acts 2:36) the union and agreement which brought this to pass.

<opentext> Eph 5:25-27 25
Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; 26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, 27
That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish. (KJV)

<opentext> Jesus Christ did all that Father asked of Him. Did he ever question or hesitate...yes. However, He always did as He was asked. How often do we look for, or find excuses for that which we are asked of by Father?

<h-d-g> once is too often

<diligently> we have at times…mostly asking Father why, and we are very thankful He has let me know. because He would not have to.

<his> have often in past...less as it becomes clearer Who is asking what

<shama> too often...when our flesh questions whether we are ready or capable for doing what He has asked us to

<diligently> we do as He asks, and He lets me know why after we have done it.

<opentext> That He might sanctify it....it is in Christ that one becomes that new creation, old things are passed away. It is as we continue in the Word, that those old things stay in the past. That the living waters are able to expose and extinguish all of the fiery lies of the devil… studying, to show one self approved unto God...taking the time and putting forth the effort to rightly divide the Word of truth, so that one will never have any reason to be ashamed when they stand before Him

<opentext> Eph 5:28-30 28 So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself. 29 For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church: 30 For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones. (KJV)

<opentext> As Peter said, we are to be partakers of His divine nature. Paul said that we are to be seated in heavenlies in Christ. That we are to be risen with Christ. This can only happen or come about, as one walks in the Spirit, and sets aside all of the leadings of the flesh… This is the example that we are able to see in the life of Jesus Christ. His learning obedience to Father's Word in everything… How often do we want to pick and choose that which we want to be obedient to?

<diligently> when i have been in the flesh… and it hurts

<his> when ears blocked by self

<shama> learning daily that we need to be obedient to all of His Word.. not just some of it

<opentext> What one often forgets, is what we show for others, (love, respect, honor) is the same respect one has for themselves… Thus why Paul says that if one really loves themselves according to God's love, they will do that which will lead to eternal life, not death… To love God, means that one will become the servant just as Jesus Christ did.

<opentext> Eph 5:31-32 31 For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh. 32
This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church. (KJV)

<opentext> Just as in Galatians, where Paul said that God separated him from his mothers womb. Are you willing to leave aside all fleshly ties, so that you can be a part of His family?

<h-d-g-k> yes <diligently> yes <joyful> yes <at-peace> yes <shama> yes <his> yes

<opentext> Remember earlier in the book of Ephesians, Paul told us that of the two, He made one new man. Here Paul gives us the same insight...will we leave the fleshly ties, and be joined to Christ as the new man. The same precedent that was set when Jesus Christ became the firstfruits of those that slept. The firstborn from the dead. he set the pattern that we too can follow… This is the mystery of the gospel. This is what opens to us all that Father has for us… After all, it is in Christ that one is able to become that new creation. You leave one family the father of lies, and are joined to the family of truth… Old things are past away. And one is now able to begin a new life in Christ. The devil tries to use the past and its feelings, to pull one back to their old lifestyle. It is only as one continues in the Word, that they are kept free… This is why the example of the Word, is what one has to keep the mind renewed in and with. Otherwise, one will be pulled back into their old thought patterns, their old lifestyles… Each and every day is a choice in doing that which Father asks, or to revert to the old ways… Before Christ, we were a part of the family of the father of lies. There was no life there. So now we are a part of Father's family, and only the truth of His Word can keep us there. So today, one has the choice to follow the truth as it is in Christ, or revert to their old ways, that of the father of lies. Which path will you follow this day?

<at-peace> the truth that is in Christ

<shama> Christ...the Truth

<diligently> the truth.of Father’s Word… Christ Jesus

<his> the way, the truth and the life...Christ Jesus

<joyful> the truth......no room for the old mary

<h-d-g-k> Father's Word of truth

<opentext> any questions or comments from today?

<h-d-g-k> ggrrreeeeeat study

<diligently> oh my yes PYF

<his> just what i'd asked for :-)

<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> how does one. if necessary, cut fleshly, emotional ties with children without rejecting them and over reacting to a situation (that is finding oneself trying to be the savior)?

<opentext> Being the example of the believer. In Word, in conduct, in conversation. Setting the example that will speak to them without having to say a word…  For myself, i will not give up my salvation for anyone.....but will continually show the way to Father through Jesus Christ… If one will keep the Word first and foremost in their life, then one will not over-react. It is only as we get into the flesh, that one will over-react. And that is when one will also try to be the saviour…  does that help graeme?

<his> yes, thanks....however...how does one know when correction is necessary and when it is not...especiallly with young children ?

<opentext> That is where one has to ask Father for His wisdom in each and every situation… And when discipline is applied, to do  it in love....not hate because we see our old man in the actions.

<his> or all the wrongs in this world

<opentext> yes, we are only responsible for our actions, not the actions of the world…  one is only able to rise above each and every situation, by abiding in Christ

<opentext> does that help?

<his> yes thanks, much, producing deeper teethmarks on tongue already :-)

<h-d-k> lol <at-peace> lol

<diligently> :-)

<opentext> any other questions or comments

<at-peace> o/

<opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> verses to share

<opentext> sure

<at-peace> I Jn 5:2-4 2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God, and keep his commandments. 3
For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous.  4 For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. (KJV)

<opentext> any other questions or comments

<opentext> if none, then we will open the channel for fellowship
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