Bible Study Monday 17 July, 2000

<his> Our heavenly Father, thank You for the privilege of coming before You for this time of instruction and fellowship. We ask in Jesus Christ name that You would help each of us to be attentive to that which You have for us and are asking of us this day. And we thank You and praise you for this. Through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ……

<opentext> Eph 5:14-15 14 Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light. 15 See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, (KJV)

<opentext> Definition for awake.....  1453  egeiro (eg-i'-ro);  probably akin to the base of 58 (through the idea of collecting one's faculties); to waken (transitively or intransitively), i.e. rouse (literally, from sleep, from sitting or lying, from disease, from death; or figuratively, from obscurity, inactivity, ruins, nonexistence):  KJV-- awake, lift (up), raise (again, up), rear up, (a-) rise (again, up), stand, take up.

<opentext> How often is it, that many walk around as if they are asleep? All too often, one is not aware of all that is going on around them.

<opentext> Matt 25:5 5 While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept.(KJV)

<opentext> We all fall asleep on the job at times. We all get a bit lazy. The thing is, that the more we have prepared, the more apt it is that one will recover in time.

<opentext> 1 Cor 15:34 34 Awake to righteousness, and sin not; for some have not the knowledge of God: I speak this to your shame. (KJV)

<opentext> The problem is, that many times we try to rely on our own righteousness. We want to tell God what a good job we have done, or are in the process of doing. Our job or task is never complete while we are yet here…  Any time we allow the Word to slip, we have not retained the knowledge of God. It causes the spirit man to become weaker… And any time that we become weaker, we have presented the devil another area to attack.

<opentext> Rom 13:11 11 And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than when we believed. (KJV)

<opentext> There are many times within the Bible, that we see the people grow complacent, because things did not happen when they thought, and so they then doubted God… Any time we allow the Word to slip, it is a result of one being to complacent, and allowing doubt to enter in…  One reason that this can happen, is that the individual does not maintain "their" relationship with God… As the brothers in Finland will tell you....there comes a time when Father takes away the straws and cuts them up, = = = = = = = = = =, as we need knives and forks to cut and eat the meat of the Word...milk will no longer supply that which our spirit man needs.

<opentext> Isa 60:1-2 1 Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the LORD is risen upon thee. 2 For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people: but the LORD shall arise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen upon thee.
(KJV)

<opentext> If we are not in tune with the Lord's voice to arise and shine, why would one ever listen to a brother or sister?

<h-k> they wouldn't <diligently> they would not <shama> they wouldn't

<rhoumai> they wouldn't see a need

<his> only if they had become dependant on them and not Father

<opentext> Heb 5:11 11 Of whom we have many things to say, and hard to be uttered, seeing ye are dull of hearing.
(KJV)

<opentext> Have you ever gone to sleep, knowing that you needed to be awakened for something, and thus slept awaiting the call, so that you would not miss out?

<rhoumai> yes <his> yes <diligently> yes <h-k> yes <shama> yes <Joyful> yes

<opentext> In our walk with God, there are times that we are more aware of the urgency, so we thus stay more atune. Yet, there are other times, that we too grow complacent, and do not tend to the needs of the spirit man the way we should. Our hearing becomes dull to the Word of God… Often times, we forget that our walk with God has eternal implications. If we would always keep that in mind, we would not become as lazy as we sometimes do…  In becoming dull to Father's Word and His voice, we have now allowed other voices to lull us to sleep, rather then staying alert with the Word… How many in Noah's time, do you think ...thought that Noah was a bit to fanatical? After all, Noah had been preaching this message of righteousness and judgement for about 100 years.

<h-k> all but 7 others

<diligently> almost all of them

<rhoumai> all that perished

<his> all but those on the ark

<shama> all of them except the ones on the ark

<opentext> It is no different today, that many say where is His coming...for times continue as they were. Yet, we have to also remember all those that died awaiting Father's promise...before the Messiah did arrive.

<opentext> Eph 5:14 14 Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light.
(KJV)

<opentext> It is only the Word, that will give us adequate light to see where we are to walk. It is only His Word that will illuminate all of the pitfalls… It is only as the Word is shining forth from us, that it will eliminate all of the shadows.

<opentext> Eph 5:15 15 See then that​ ye​ walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, (KJV)

<opentext> Definition for circumspectly.....  199  akribos-  exactly, accurately, diligently

<opentext> How often is it, that we do things to what we think is close enough?  We tell God not to be so fussy or picky?

<diligently> we have done that, but never told Father to not be so picky… we have asked Him why He has to be? … and He has told me then.

<h-k> it is either right or wrong.....close to being right.....is still wrong....no in between

<opentext> There were probably many that were standing close to the ark when the floods came...yet, what or where  did it get them?

<rhoumai> we know it's a strait and narrow path, so close is not enough...we have to be accurate

<h-k> all wet

<rhoumai> water logged

<diligently> death...they perished

<his> nowhere...dead

<opentext> This is why "our" relationship with Father through Jesus Christ is so important. It can not be our relationship with anyone else that is going to get us home. It does not matter who we are standing next to. Thus, why one has to hear His voice, and awake to the urgency of His call, and respond now… If one does not hear the urgency of His call now, why will they ever hear or respond at a later date?

<rhoumai> they will not  <diligently> they will not

<h-k> they won't because things will not stay the same....they will be moving further away

<shama> they wont..and they will be too late

<opentext> How often is it that we have been sleeping too well, to get up, to arise and hear that which He wants to say to us?

<h-k> too often <matti> often <rhoumai> too often <Joyful> often

<diligently> our hearing is getting better and better

<shama> too often <his> very often

<opentext> How many things have we been doing, that are too important to disrupt "our" plans, and give heed to that which Father is asking of us?

<h-k> :-((

<diligently> yes,we have…  we dont know for sure

<Joyful> learning to slow down and listen, not do things "my" way

<rhoumai> too often

<diligently> when we are moving so fast ,we dont hear Father so ,we dont even know He was talking to me… but He does

<rhoumai> we do that too often

<opentext> Of course....once we start listening to Father's plans, then the devil will then ask us, and just how do you think you can accomplish that. The devil will always be trying to attack as long as we are here on this earth. It is only the truth of His Word that will expose the lie, and show us the route of safe passage…  Today, will you stay awake, and listen to His instructions, and then follow them to the jot and tittle?

<h-k> yes <diligently> yes <shama> yes  <Joyful> yes <his> yes <matti> yes

<rhoumai> we will work with Father to do just that, today

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<now-faith> o/

<opentext> yes michie

<now-faith> we had studied slumber or sleep awhile ago and Father brought it to remembrance last week.  one of the definitions we found was "spiritual torpor" and torpor means inactivity and hibernation.....

<opentext> yes, hiding one's head in the sand, rather then in the Word

<now-faith> so we often picture our spiritman being in hibernation....sleeping, inactive, not being fed.....when we allow our flesh to be awake and in control.  We put our spiritman to sleep or send it to hibernation

<opentext> and one that is in hibernation, will MISS the call … good analogy, thank you for sharing

<now-faith> our joy :-)

<opentext> it all comes down to being lazy....to busy with our own things, rather then the example Jesus Christ set, of always being about Father's business

<opentext> any other questions or comments from today's study?

<opentext> if no other questions or comments....then we will open the channel for fellowship
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