Bible Study Wednesday 28 June, 2000

<now-faith> Heavenly Father we come before your throne of grace to receive that which you have for us this day.  We open our hearts and minds to receive from you the bread of life that sustains us and we seek you in all that we do this day.  We are quick to give you all the praise, honor and glory through Christ Jesus 

<opentext> Eph 5:11 11 And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them. (KJV)

<opentext> now please note, that it says to have no fellowship with that which is unfruitful....yet few read and hear it this way…  How often is it, that we think we are better than God, and go out and try to be the savior?

<shama> sometimes *me* gets in the way, rather than being the funnel for Him to work through

<his> any time we haven't listened to His instructions first

<diligently> not often at all, but once is too much, we have done this in the past.

<rhoumai> a bit too often...have to keep reminding myself that i am not the savior

<diligently> my heart wants none to perish.

<opentext> It is our example as a believer, that will show them the proper path. Our lifestyle is supposed to be the Word all of the time, not just when one thinks it is convenient… How often is it, that we only apply the Word to our life when we think others are watching?

<diligently> Father is always watching and with us.

<at-peace> have grown to apply the Word in my walk each day, that i can grow further in the example that Father asks of me

<h-d-g-m-c> that can be an eye opening thought

<now-faith> we want to keep fresh in our heart that Father is always watching

<rhoumai> am sure we must do it at times, and once is too often

<shama> not so much anymore...trying to always live His Word at all times

<opentext> Have we forgot, that Father watches all of the time, and knows the thoughts and intents of the heart?

<shama> no, we can hide nothing from Him

<rhoumai> no, we haven't forgotten that, although at times, one might wonder

<diligently> yes He does

<his> no

<opentext> That is why Paul had said earlier, that we are not to allow any corrupt communications to proceed out of our mouth...but rather always words of grace.

<opentext> Eph 5:12 12 For it is a shame even to speak of those things which are done of them in secret.
(KJV)

<opentext> definition for secret....concealed or hid.

<opentext> What can you hide from God?

<rhoumai> nothing <shama> not a thing <diligently> nothing <h-d-g-m-c> not a thing

<opentext> If one is trying to hide it from God, do you really think that it would be pleasing to Him?

<rhoumai> nope

<shama> not at all

<diligently> no <h-d-g-m-c> no <at-peace> no

<opentext> Think about the times, that you thought you had pulled a fast one on God. This happened while we were operating in the flesh. Once we started to listen again in the spirit, what were your thoughts? What was your reaction then?

<rhoumai> cringe at what we thought we got away with, and hurt and shame at the thought that we hurt Father and our family

<shama> shame, thinking how we had been so displeasing to Him

<diligently> would be very hurt and our heart in pain, ashamed ..sad,

<now-faith> remorse, grief, sadness

<opentext> Think about it, how often do we want to talk about other peoples sins? Does this minister grace??

<h-d-g-m-c> none

<diligently> no <at-peace> no

<shama> no it doesn't

<now-faith> we want to talk about it as often as we are trying to cover up our own sin, and no, it does not minister grace

<rhoumai> no and it causes us to be a partaker in those sins

<at-peace> if we are wanting to talk about other peoples sins, then we don't have our focus on Father for our own walk

<diligently> rather we should be  praying for our brother or sister

<opentext> Eph 5:12 12 For it is a shame even to speak of those things which are done of them in secret.
 (KJV)

<opentext> so then note, that it says that it is a shame to talk about these things they "think" they have concealed… Yet, how often do we get pulled into a conversation talking about other peoples short-comings, rather then speaking words of grace; words of life?

<now-faith> that does happen, too often

<diligently> we have

<shama> once is too often

<rhoumai> o/

<opentext> yes miz

<rhoumai> doesn't this eliminate the option to sincerely share something with a brother or sister, that we truly need advice about?

<opentext> James 5:16 16 Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.
(KJV)

<opentext> Not at all. We are able to talk with someone else about "our" short-comings. To obtain sound counsel and wisdom.

<rhoumai> the weakness, not the sin

<opentext> exactly

<rhoumai> ok

<opentext> and also note that it says prayer....is one apt to gossip with Father?

<rhoumai> no <h-d-g-m-c> no <diligently> no

<opentext> Eph 5:13 13 But all things that are reproved are made manifest by the light: for whatsoever doth make manifest is light. (KJV)

<opentext> Think about this for a moment....when the Light of God's Word shows something in your life that is not in line with His Word, do you really need anyone else to tell you?

<rhoumai> nope <shama> no <diligently> no <h-d-g-m-c> no <at-peace> no 

<opentext> So then, when people keep pointing out your short-comings, does this hinder or help you?

<rhoumai> hinder

<now-faith> hinders, definitely hinders

<shama> hinder

<diligently> hinder, if their heart is not right… if heart is right...we feel Father s love

<h-d-g-m-c> hinder....it keeps them focused on the wrong thing

<opentext> What would happen if we spent as much time praying for people, as we did at finding their faults?

<diligently> oh my, Fathers peace , love,  grace,  joy, all Fathers ways

<rhoumai> we probably wouldn't see many faults in others...we would be too busy listening to Father to correct our own faults

<now-faith> and to add to what miz said, we would be able to minister grace to those persons instead of hindering them further

<opentext> But all things that are reproved are made manifest by the light:.....Father does the exposing.....Father does the reproving....it is exposed by His light...for in Him is no darkness


<opentext> John 9:5 5
As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world. (KJV)

<opentext> John 11:9-10 9 Jesus answered, Are there not twelve hours in the day? If any man walk in the day, he stumbleth not, because he seeth the light of this world.
10 But if a man walk in the night, he stumbleth, because there is no light in him. (KJV)

<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> so if we hear to pray for someone it is of Father..if we hear or think on a persons faults it is not of Father ? 

<opentext> That would be correct, for there is no darkness in Father… The devil certainly is not going to ask you to pray for others....

<opentext> Eph 5:13-14 13 But all things that are reproved are made manifest by the light: for whatsoever doth make manifest is light. 14 Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light. (KJV)

<opentext> Think about this for a moment.....how does one usually get a cold or the flu? Isn't it by being around those that are infected?

<h-d-g-m-c> yes <shama> yes 

<now-faith> yes or around things they have touched

<rhoumai> yes <his> yes

<diligently> yes, that is what the world teaches

<opentext> so then....what does evil communications do? Or, hanging around those unfruitful works of darkness?

<now-faith> it infects and can become like a canker if allowed to manifest

<rhoumai> it causes evil communications to infect us...and we become the same

<diligently> they will ,soon manifest.

<shama> makes us partakers of the same

<his> cause infection to spread

<opentext> 2 Cor 6:17 17 Wherefore​ come out from among them​, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you,(KJV)


<opentext> and...touch not....the unclean thing...

<opentext> 1 Tim 5:22 22 Lay hands suddenly on no man, neither be partaker of other men's sins: keep thyself pure. (KJV)

<opentext> today....follow the example that Jesus Christ set for you, and Father will receive you!

<opentext> any questions or comments from todays study?

<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> sometimes hear to pray for someone..but often don't know or understand what to pray for them...any advice ?

<opentext> one can continually hold them up in prayer before the Lord, as Father places them in and on our heart......as well as praying in the Spirit, when your understanding is not there...many times it is better that we do not know what to pray for, so we do not get in the way…  charlene...does Father always have you know what to pray about?

<at-peace> not always, sometimes it is just lifting them up and thanking Him that He has provided for their need

<opentext> that help graeme?

<his> yes much thanks...verse about Spirit helping with our infirmities came to mind

<opentext> :-)

<rhoumai> o/

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<opentext> yes miz

<rhoumai> Eph 5:11 11 And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them.  (KJV)

<rhoumai> does our reproving them mean that we walk away, so they know we are not in agreement, since Father reproves

<opentext> for example...if one has to work around these types of people....they cannot be separate from them....however, one does not have to be a part of their conversations and jokes and such....if we are walking in the light....then we will continue to be the example of the believer, and set the example that points to Father through Jesus Christ…  my lifestyle, will tell them that i am not in agreement with them… this is also where one has to be listening to Father....so that we hear all of His instructions....as each and every situation is unique.

<rhoumai> then why does it say, "but rather reprove them", since Father is the only One that reproves?

<opentext> by not participating with them...does convict them.....it does send correction to them.....have you ever said something around me....and from my actions knew immediately that i did not approve?

<rhoumai> yes

<opentext> but i did not say anything...nor did i walk away...how did you know?

<rhoumai> i got "the look"

<now-faith> lol

<opentext> lol

<his> :-)

<opentext> and is Father a respecter of persons? have you ever got that "look" from Father?

<rhoumai> oh, yes…  i mean, i got the look, but He is no respecter of persons

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<now-faith> o/

<opentext> yes michie

<now-faith> aren't we also to reprove, when led by Father? 

<now-faith> 2 Tim 4:2 2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. (KJV)

<opentext> it can be by word....it can be by our lifestyle....it can be by "the look"....seeking Father’s wisdom in each and every situation, for His sheep hear His voice

<now-faith> ok

<diligently> o/

<opentext> yes judy

<diligently> we just heard, our heart will always know when we have done wrong, when in the Spirit.

<opentext> yes

<opentext> michie...look at these verses...just preceding that one

<opentext> 2 Tim 3:16-17 16
All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 17 That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works. (KJV)

<opentext> it is the Word...the Light that does the work...thus why we have to hear Father on how He wishes to use us

<now-faith> yes, we were hearing that as you were going on.... that it is the Word...so we can put forth the Word to reprove… ok yes… was thinking about a situation such as.... where someone is gossiping or backbiting and we might say something like "Father asks me not to partake in this kind of talk" because for whatever reason we cannot walk away ...but He also might have us remain silent 

<opentext> yes, and thus why we need to seek Father's wisdom in every situation...and not act or react from what Father had us do some previous time...now faith

<now-faith> yes

<diligently> o/

<opentext> yes judy

<diligently> we like that every situation is different, so then we always need to seek Father on all things.in the past..we always thought if Father said one thing one time,it was that way for ever…  so then we would not ask Him again…. thinking it was going  to not please Him for asking again.

<now-faith> Matt 6:33 33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. (KJV)

<opentext> if one looks at the gospels, we can see how every situation that Jesus Christ dealt with, was handled in a different manner, even though many situations were similar

<diligently> yes,we surly do understand that now.

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<rhoumai> o/

<opentext> yes miz

<rhoumai> we were thinking about how the Bible study reproves, rebukes, and corrects us, and also encourages and exhorts us, but without ever mentioning names...it is His Word that does it, not an individual

<opentext> yes, even though many think that larry has written the study aimed just at them

<rhoumai> although the individual delivering it is an example of the believer, or we wouldn't give credence to some of the study, We know that it is Father's Word that is doing the work… many times we have wondered, although we know it isn't aimed from your keyboard at us, but came from the source heading our way

<opentext> one must not forget, that Father used a donkey to talk to the prophet…  or, that a rooster told Peter that he had just sinned....look at the message...line it up with the Word, and ask Father for clear interpretation of what he is saying to us… and do not forget how Jonah's attention was gotten… remember that next time you do not want to do what Father asks of you

<rhoumai> yes

<diligently> oh my

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<opentext> if no other questions or comments, we will open the channel for fellowship
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