Bible Study Monday 24 April, 2000

<now-faith> Heavenly Father we come boldly before your throne of grace this morning seeking all that you would have for us this day.  We thank you for your manna that will sustain us today and are quick to give you all praise, honor and glory through Christ Jesus....

<opentext> as we continue on with the letter to the Ephesians, and as we go through the rest of the third chapter here, Paul lays the ground work for what he will cover in the rest of the epistle.

<opentext> Eph 3:14-15 14
For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,  15 Of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named,
(KJV)

<opentext> Just as when Jesus Christ gave the outline for prayer in Matt 6....where He began..."Our Father"...being in agreement and unity with Jesus Christ, to call Him Our Father....and bowing down as we come before Him… of whom the whole family is named...Christians...as Paul expounds on further, in the fourth chapter...one Lord, one faith, one baptism which brings about one body of believers which comprise the body of Christ.

<opentext> Eph 3:16 16 That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man; (KJV)

<opentext> A grant, a gift given. It must be received, and then be used… One must come to an understanding of what they have been granted. And who knows better to describe the grant to you, then the one giving it…. Yet, how often do we go to everyone but the giver, to have the grant explained?

<shama> go to Him more now than in the past

<diligently> yes, we do do that.

<jhvhonly> amen

<diligently> we have in the past

<his> have much in past

<opentext> Matt 11:29-30 29
Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.  (KJV)

<opentext> Learning of Him. Studying for Father's approval; that is to please God, not impress any man. Not being as the scribes and pharisees, parading on the street corners in their best clothes, so the people would see them, and think how holy they were.

<opentext> Eph 3:16 16 That he would grant you, according to the riches of​ his glory, (KJV)


<opentext> now, if Father gave and made available to us, according to our worth, we would not have anything to receive, for we know what our righteousness is worth. However, it is done according to His riches. And we know, or should know that God is not lacking in any area.

<opentext> Phil 4:19 19 But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.
(KJV)

<opentext> God shall supply all your NEED, (not wants) according to His riches in glory....by Christ Jesus, our mediator, the only mediator.

<jhvhonly> amen   his will not ours

<opentext> Matt 6:8  8 Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye ask him. (KJV)

<opentext> Also note, that Father knows that which we have need of, before we ask. How often though is it, that we hope God sees our need, and hope He will supply?

<diligently> we used to do that, we now know He will supply… we just always want it faster, then the Lord is giving.

<his> it is difficult to overcome at times...sometimes

<jhvhonly> my faith allows me to know he will provide

<shama> learning daily to ask of Him, and believing not hoping

<opentext> The more time that we spend with Father in His Word, the more our faith is developed to believe that which He says to us. For we know that faith comes by hearing, hearing and obeying the message delivered by Christ.

<opentext> Eph 3:16 to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man; (KJV)

<opentext> Phil 4:13 13 I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me. (KJV)

<opentext> 1 Cor 1:24  24 But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God. (KJV)

<opentext> How often is it, that we forget where, and through whom our strength comes?

<jhvhonly> amen    he is all to all

<shama> we do at times, and so we get weary

<diligently> we are sure we have at times, in the past…the Lord lets us know fast.

<his> many times need reminding

<opentext> definition for "to be strengthened"..... 2901  krataioo- 1) to strengthen, to make strong  2) to be made strong, to increase in strength, to grow strong

<jhvhonly> he corrects us as his children     for we are his children

<opentext> We often times forget, that we are to continue in the Word....daily. We are to grow and be strengthened in the inner man. And this can only happen by the time one spends with Father in His Word.

<opentext> The more that one gets to know God, the better one is able to grasp and comprehend, all that is made available to them. As our understanding grows, then our strength or ability also grows..

<opentext> Eph 3:16 to be strengthened with might​ by his Spirit​ in the inner man; (KJV)

<opentext> John 6:63 63 It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life. (KJV)

<opentext> His Word...it is spirit and it is life. Thus, why the Lord said that if we continue or abide in His Word, then we would be His disciples...Christians. And as we continued in His Word, it would set us free and keep us free…. One needs to always be operating in the Spirit...not the flesh. For those that worship Father, must do so in Spirit and in truth, for His Word is truth… How often do we allow the flesh to get in the way?

<now-faith> even once is too much

<shama> more than we would like

<jhvhonly> too much

<jhvhonly> for the flesh is weak

<diligently> some time we do not even know

<now-faith> we i have over exceeded my quota!

<his> frequently

<diligently> o/

<opentext> yes judy

<diligently> if we are allowing our flesh to get in the way, then we should know ,we are doing it…but some times we do not know...why is this?

<opentext> This mainly happens, when we operate by what the physical senses tell us, rather then walking by faith. We allow our "feelings" to get in the way, and many times we want to bring closure by our understanding, rather then leaving the battle in Father's hands.

<opentext> Rom 8:8-9 8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. 9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. (KJV)

<jhvhonly> we have two bodys  one flesh  tempted by things of this world  one spirit  we must choose which one to follow

<opentext> Thus, why we need to follow the example or path that Jesus Christ set for us to follow. Or also as Paul said, be followers of me, as i am of Christ. Walking in the Spirit, by allowing the Spirit to lead us and guide us into all truth, which is only by and through His Word.

<diligently> yes, thank you…  so the more we listen Father will show us more and more daily…Father’s timing… 

<opentext> It is the Spirit of Christ that makes us the new creation. It is by and through Christ that we are able to sustain that new life in Him, as we abide in His Word, and live according to what His will and testament asks of us.

<jhvhonly> his will not ours

<diligently> hear and obey, thank you

<opentext> Each and every day is full of choices, to follow the leading of the flesh, or the leading of His Spirit. The choices that we make, will determine which path we are going to follow. The strait and narrow that few find, or the broad path that leads to destruction.

<opentext> Eph 3:16 16 That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man; (KJV)

<opentext> Will you allow His Spirit, to be your strength this day?

<his> yes <diligently> yes <at-peace> yes <shama> yes 

<now-faith> yes, not my own

<jhvhonly> amen that his Holy Spirit    will fill me and guide me

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<now-faith> o/

<opentext> yes michie

<now-faith> we have a comment regarding not seeing or realizing when we have or are operating in the flesh.  We always think of Paul with the scales over his eyes and remember that when we operate in the flesh, we put those scales over our eyes and that is why we cannot see it when we are IN it..... but when we then operate in the Spirit, those scales fall off and we can see clearly again

<opentext> allowing the flesh to blind our vision

<now-faith> yes and dull our hearing

<opentext> if one is not seeing clearly, why would they then listen

<now-faith> oh right

<jhvhonly> the choice to follow the flesh or spirit is always there as long as we dwell in these flesh bodies

<opentext> always each persons choice....

<opentext> any other questions or comments from today's study?

<diligently> o/

<helpmate> yes judy

<diligently> so the more we study and the more we are in Fathers Word, the more our eyes of understanding are opened up to us, daily.

<opentext> exactly

<jhvhonly> and the easier it becomes to put aside the desires of the flesh  

<opentext> Eph 1:18-20 18 The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints,
19 And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty power, 20 Which he wrought in Christ, (KJV)

<opentext> if no other questions or comments, we will open the channel for fellowship
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