Bible Study Wednesday 12 April, 2000

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day, and this time, to gather in the name of your Son and our savior Jesus Christ. With open hearts and ears, we come before your throne to receive that which you have to nourish and sustain us through this day…  Father, we are quick to give you and you alone, all of the praise, honor, glory and thanksgiving through Christ Jesus our Lord..

<opentext> Eph 3:1-2 1 For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles, 2 If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to you-ward: (KJV)

<opentext> Many times, we will hear what is said, but will we take the time to understand? In other words, have we really heard?

<diligently> we are learning to ,more every day.

<helpmate> not all that we should be at times.....no

<opentext> Faith is by hearing, stopping all that you are doing, cutting out all outside distractions, and giving full audience to God, when He wants to talk with you… How do you feel, when you talk to someone, and they are nodding their head, as if they are hearing, but you know their heart is far from what is being said?

<diligently> hurt

<shama> frustrated

<helpmate> like they don't really want to hear anyway

<shama> makes you feel like not bothering to continue talking

<matti-his> irritated

<opentext> notice in verse 2, how Paul says...IF you have heard....in other words, were you paying attention, or were you only giving lip service to God?…  Have you ever had a time, when someone was giving you instructions, and your mind was wandering, so you only heard bits and pieces of what you needed to hear, and yet were to afraid to ask for them to repeat what they said?

<at-peace> yes <shama> yes <diligently> yes ,many <matti-his> yes and yes

<opentext> So then, we see that since this is a matter of life or death, that we need to give Father our full attention when He speaks, since it is our well being, our eternity that is at risk or stake.

<opentext> Eph 3:2-3 2 ​If ye have heard ​of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to you-ward: 3 How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words, (KJV)


<opentext> It is given, but do we always receive it?

<matti-his> no <diligently> no

<opentext> Faith is by hearing, by taking the time, putting forth the effort, to hear and understand the message delivered by Christ… If one will stop to think, how much reading one will do in their life time, and how small in comparison all of the epistles are....it shows how little time most will give to God. How little they value the eternal life that is set before them; theirs for the asking, and taking…  Can you picture Paul sitting in his prison cell, asking Father for clear and concise words, to present to the saints a clear picture of this mystery, which describes their relationship with Father through the Son?

<diligently> yes

<helpmate> yes....Father had paul's undivided attention....no distractions

<matti-his> his: now yes

<shama> yes

<at-peace> it seems at times simple, but am sure it took alot of diligence on Paul's part and keeping focused on the Lord to do it

<opentext> If, one cannot appreciate that which the Son did, how will they ever hear or appreciate that which Paul went through to present this truth?

<helpmate> they cannot

<diligently> they will not be able to

<matti-his> his: they cannot..

<opentext> John 3 tells us that one must be born again, to see the kingdom of God. So, what do you think is necessary, for one to see, hear, and comprehend this mystery? Do you think a half-hearted effort will suffice?

<matti-his> no <diligently> no,not at all <helpmate> no <shama> no

<opentext> Eph 3:3  3
How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words,  (KJV)

<opentext> definition for revelation in this verse...  602  apokalupsis- 1) a laying bear, making naked 2) a disclosure of truth, an instruction a) concerning things before unknown b) used of events by which things or states or persons hitherto withdrawn from view are made visible to all  3) manifestation, appearance

<now-faith> one has to seek and expect to receive

<opentext> exactly michie, and that can only happen if one is giving God a sincere effort… Now, if God is no respecter of persons, all that He opened to Paul, He has to open to you, if you sincerely seek Him… How often do you "think" someone else is more special then you, and that is why God has shown them so much more in the Word?

<matti-his> his: not now

<diligently> we have at time..but more thought,that they could learn more then me..we used to think this in the past.

<now-faith> don't recall thinking that

<at-peace> used to do that, not anymore though

<opentext> Then let me ask it this way....what excuse have YOU used in the past, to keep you from hearing ALL that Father wants to say to you and reveal to you?

<now-faith> there are a plethora of them :-)

<diligently> we always used to think Father loved sons  more then daughters… in the past we thought that… and many other excuses… in the past

<opentext> 1) a laying bear, making naked  2) a disclosure of truth, an instruction… God has revealed....it is there plain for all to see… The epistles are the instruction manual for the Christian. Everything one needs to know, is there… It has all been revealed. It has all been made plain. After all, it is the simplicity of the gospel of Christ.

<opentext> Col 1:23 23 If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel,​ which ye have heard​, and which was preached​ to every creature which is under heaven​; whereof I Paul am made a minister; (KJV)


<opentext> He sent His Word to all the world, and you are a part of this world, so what have you done with that which you have heard. This is the question one needs to ask themselves at the start of each day. Getting their focus where it belongs, if, they want to be ready.

<opentext> Eph 3:4  4
Whereby,​ when ye read​, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ) (KJV)


<opentext> How often have we used the excuse, that we don't want to read...today? We tell God we just DO NOT have the time to do it right now, but, maybe later God!

<helpmate> ouch

<shama> sure have done that

<diligently> not hardly ever..we always want to read Fathers word.

<matti-his> his: not any more...but hear to wrong what to read at times

<diligently> but in the past it was making Fathers time first.now Father is first.

<at-peace> had been more subtle than that, my flesh finding other things to do, which is as saying the same thing

<opentext> As we can all see and hear this morning, that we need to develop our relationship with Father through Jesus Christ. The more one is able to understand, and see that which is made plain of God's predetermined plan of salvation, the more one will receive all that which God has made available to them… How often, when you hear the word revelation, do you really think of something uncovered? Or, do you think of it more as something yet hidden?

<helpmate> thought of it as something brought to light

<at-peace> uncovered

<diligently> we never thought either way of it.thought it was just the end .

<shama> used to think of it as something told, which is yet to occur

<opentext> Eph 1:18 18 The ​eyes of your understanding​ being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, (KJV)


<opentext> that YOU may know.....that you may see and comprehend, that which has been made plain, that which has been uncovered.

<opentext> Mark 4:11, … unto YOU, it is given.....to know… 

<opentext> What will you allow to be uncovered or made plain by Father to YOU, this day?

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<helpmate> anything He is trying to show me

<diligently> yes,same here sis

<matti-his> matti o/

<helpmate> yes matti

<matti-his> something to share

<opentext> sure

<matti-his> Col 3:1  1 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. (KJV)

<matti-his> matti: that's all

<opentext> IF....YOU...then be risen with Christ, begin to act like it!!… being an EXAMPLE...of the believers!!!… with never a reason to be ashamed, when YOU stand before Father, for YOU have taken the time to rightly divide the Word of truth!!…  if no other questions or comments, we will open the channel for fellowship
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