Bible Study Monday 27 March, 2000

<now-faith> Heavenly Father we come boldly before your throne of grace this morning to feast at your banquet table.  We thank you for your manna which will sustain us this day and we thank you and praise you for all your blessings through Christ Jesus our Lord and savior

<opentext> Eph 2:8 8
For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: (KJV)

<opentext> for by grace..are you saved...grace..God's unmerited favor and mercy...you are saved...once YOU act upon the Word of God… faith, your ability to believe  and trust God.  you cannot believe for someone else, nor can anyone else believe for you… your ability to trust and believe God, grows by the amount of time that you spend with Him in His Word… if...God gets very little of your time and effort, your ability to trust and believe Him grows weak…  how does God rank in your daily schedule?

<his> 1

<diligently> #1..we are learning to slow down with other things and spend time with Father.

<helpmate> First

<opentext> Rom 4:16 16 Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace; to the end the promise might be sure to all the seed; not to that only which is of the law, but to that also which is of the faith of Abraham; who is the father of us all,
 (KJV)

<opentext> without faith, it is impossible to please Him.

<opentext> Eph 2:8 8
For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: ​it is the gift of God​: (KJV)


<opentext> it is not anything that you can do, or have done..other than believing God and His Word. It is the gift of God. This gift is at every persons doorstep, it is all a matter of whether or not they receive it…also, note that it is "the gift"...the measure of the gift of Christ. 

<opentext> Eph 2:9 9
Not of works, lest any man should boast. (KJV)

<opentext> what could you ever do, to earn God's love or respect?

<shama> nothing at all <his>  nothing <diligently> not anything <helpmate> not a thing <now-faith> nothing <at-peace> nothing

<opentext> and yet, how often do we see people trying to earn their way to heaven? trying to have a merit system to get there!

<diligently> often,we do that at times

<opentext> Rom 3:20 20 Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin. (KJV)

<opentext> Gal 5:4  4
Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace.
(KJV)

<now-faith> the only wages they will be earning is that of sin

<opentext> exactly....if we try to work to make ourself justified...we have fallen from grace...we are walking in the flesh, rather then in the Spirit… whatever is not of faith is ....sin, and we know or should know, that the wages of sin is d-e-a-t-h

<now-faith> o/

<opentext> yes michie

<now-faith> I think that is hard to comprehend that even those who "do good" are actually falling into sin by trying to earn salvation, hard for the flesh to comprehend, I mean

<opentext> the flesh would like to think that dudley do-right will make it......however, we must remember, that without faith it is impossible to please.

<opentext> Rom 7:18 18 For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not.  (KJV)

<opentext> it is not of works....def. of works....2041  ergon- 1) business, employment, what anyone is occupied with,  that which one undertakes to do, an enterprise, an undertaking 2) any product whatever, anything accomplished by hand, art, industry, or mind 3) an act, deed, thing done; the idea of working is emphasized in opposition to what is less than work

<opentext>Rom 11:6 And if by grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, then is it no more grace: otherwise work is no more work. (KJV)

<opentext> Rom 11:6  6 His choice is based on his grace, not on what they have done. For if God's choice were based on what people do, then his grace would not be real grace. (TEV)

<opentext> 1 Cor 1:29-30  29
That no flesh should glory in his presence. 30 But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption:  (KJV)

<opentext> Eph 2:10 10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works,
(KJV)

<opentext> it is by faith, that you became that new creation in Christ.....not by anything that you had worked at or accomplished....but by God's grace.... His workmanship, by His predetermined design and plan, he set the law of faith, the plan of salvation in motion, before the world began… if any man be in Christ....he is a new creation..old things are past away....in Christ all things become new....newness of life in Christ... now, teaching ourselves, training ourselves, to walk in the ways of God....that is learning to walk in the Spirit....retraining our thinking.

<opentext> Eph 2:10 which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them. (KJV)

<opentext> we "should" walk in them.....your choice to walk in the Word...or to walk all around it… who can force you to believe God? who can make you live His Word?

<helpmate> no one but yourself

<shama> no one

<at-peace> nobody, has to be my choice to allow Christ to work within me

<his> noone can force me..only i can choose

<diligently> no one., but ourself

<opentext> so then, why are we so often, dependent upon what others are doing?

<diligently> we dont know why,we do that sometimes.maybe to see my brothers and sister, as to Christ Jesus in them… so we learn how to do somethings we have a hard time doing

<at-peace> because at times we allow our focus to be off of our own walk

<his> most like to avoid the responsibility..including me at times

<opentext> just as now...or many times during studies or discussions, we will wait to see how or what others answer, rather then speaking or sharing that which God is speaking in our heart…salvation is a very personal and intimate relationship with Father. it is developed and maintained by the time that we spend with Him in His Word, getting to know Him… no, we do not get stars or brownie points for each hour we spend studying, rather we get to know Father better, as we do that which He asks of us… we are to walk in the Spirit, not the flesh....so then to walk in the Spirit, one must be in agreement with His Word.....

<diligently> o/

<opentext> yes judy

<diligently> we are learning to be still..so is it wrong to look at my brothers and sister..and see them being so still..and as to how they do it..is it wrong ..to see that in them?

<opentext> i can look at their example, but the final say should be that which Father is asking of "us".

<diligently> yes..ok ,and that is what we do.

<opentext> any other questions or comments from todays study?

<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> Rom 11:6 .... was sitting here thinking i'm busier now than i have ever been in my life...am i doing something wrong..and that verse came up at same time... heard we can busy but if it's through faith...done to please Father...then it is not of "works"

<opentext>Rom 11:6 But if it is in His grace that He has selected them, then His choice is no longer determined by human actions.Otherwise grace would be grace no longer (Weymouth)

<opentext> His blessings overtake us

<at-peace> o/

<opentext> was there anything else graeme?   then charlene

<his> well was thinking..blessings overwhelm us :-)

<opentext> and if the physical manifestation of these things overwhelm us, how much more when we truly operate in the Spirit...as well as the spiritual realm

<helpmate> Luke 6:38  38
Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again.(KJV)

<opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> Rom 3:20 .... :for by the law is the knowledge of sin…  heard, for by the law of faith is the knowledge of Christ...the way, the truth and the life

<opentext> faith or fear, life or death, blessings or curses

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<opentext> if none, we will open the channel for fellowship
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