Bible Study Wednesday 22 March, 2000

<at-peace> Our Father, we come before you this day with thanksgiving in our hearts for that which you have prepared for us in your Word, we ask that you would give us our daily bread that will keep and sustain us in our walk on your strait and narrow path, keeping our hearts and minds focused on the mark of the prize in confidence and in patience with praise, honor and glory unto you Father through Christ Jesus our Lord. 

<opentext> Eph 2:4 4
But God, who​ is rich in mercy​, for his great love wherewith he loved us, (KJV)

<opentext> His abundant mercy..think about if the Lord was as short fused as some of us are.

<helpmate> ouch

<his> would rather not 

<opentext> we often times forget, that we are supposed to learn to love as He does.

<opentext> Rom 10:12-13 12
For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him. 13For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. (KJV)

<opentext> for God so loved the world....that He gave....each and every person, has had the same opportunity.

<opentext> Eph 1:7  7
In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, ​according to the riches of his grace​; (KJV)


<opentext> all too often....we only think of His grace  and/or mercy....but we seldom put it in the context of how rich or abundant it is; how all covering it is, for those that will sincerely seek Him.

<opentext> Eph 3:8  8
Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ;
 (KJV)

<opentext> def. for unsearchable..... 421  anexichniastos- that cannot be searched out, that cannot be comprehended

<opentext> we are able to learn and grow each day....yet, we will always find more to learn and grow in, as long as we are here. where we get in to trouble, is when we become complacent, we think we have learned all that **we** think is important.

<opentext> 2 Tim 3:7 7 Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. (KJV)

<opentext> as soon as we forget the focus of the mystery...the unsearchable riches of Christ.....then we become as this verse describes… when we try to figure things out our own way. We tell God how **we** think things should be done.

<opentext> 1 Tim 1:14  14
And the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant with faith and love which is in Christ Jesus. (KJV)

<opentext> 1 Pet 1:3  3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,
 (KJV)

<opentext> without His mercy, there would be no grace

<opentext> Eph 2:5  5
Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) (KJV)

<opentext> note, that we are made alive or quickened....together with Christ.

<opentext> Rom 5:6 6 For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. (KJV)

<opentext> of which we all were....ungodly...dead...it is in Christ, and through Christ, that we are able to do all things. Yet, how often do we tell God that we can't do it, or even that it can't be done?

<shama> sometimes too much

<diligently> not often,but we have told Father we dont think we can do it,some times.

<at-peace> whenever we focus on the problems or physical circumstances

<opentext> Have we forgetten, that if He raised us from being spiritually dead....anything else is possible...

<his> do at times

<opentext> Rom 6:4  4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.  (KJV)

<opentext> note...we should walk in newness of life....most think it should be an automatic thing...ok God...i have confessed Jesus Christ as Lord...now you do everything else… once we are born again, it is but the beginning of our journey home, on that strait and narrow path…. After all the time that Paul had spent in Ephesus, and yet he was having to go over all of these areas again. Makes one wonder if they were listening while he was there, or just riding his coat-tails?

<opentext> Eph 2:6  6
And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly  in Christ Jesus: (KJV)


<opentext> we have to take note, that all that is done, all that has been accomplished, is in Christ.

<opentext> Col 2:13-15 13
And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses;  14 Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross;
 15 And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it. (KJV)

<opentext> the more that we are able to see and recall, of all that the victory of Christ Jesus entailed, all that was accomplished in and on our behalf, the more we will treasure and hold onto the rich mercy and grace from God… selling out all  that we have....to get and maintain that pearl of great price…  all too often, we forget, or take lightly, this gift that has been made available to us…  think about it...any time, you try to handle a problem, or figure out the solution...you are basically saying to God...sit back and let me show you how it is done… and what do you think will be the results of this kind of attitude?

<at-peace> separation,,, a house divided cannot stand

<shama> will stray from the strait and narrow path

<diligently> oh my..not pleasing Father one bit..we have done that many times..but we did not realize..at all what we were doing.

<helpmate> He will let us do it on our own....and we will have to suffer our own consequences

<his> stray

<opentext> what about when we will not ask our brothers and sisters for prayer in a situation, would this not be the same type of vanity?

<helpmate> yes <diligently> yes

<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> have thought in past many times..maybe should ask for prayer on this...but especially with physical things have thought "this is chasing signs  and wonders" or "vain repetition"..does not seem to me an easy thing to do. When is appropriate ?

<opentext> Deut 32:30 30 How should one chase a thousand, and two put ten thousand to flight, except their Rock had sold them, and the LORD had shut them up?
(KJV)

<opentext> any time that we are struggling in prayer....and are having a hard time believing God for the answer....get a brother or sister to agree in prayer with you. That is why we have the body of Christ. That is why God has given us brothers and sisters. They may have gone through that which you are going through, and have their faith developed in that area… and, what if the devil has 2 or 3 thousand of his workers chasing you, and you are too proud to ask for help....pride comes before the fall! … you have not, because you ask not...maybe the brother or sister that God is asking you to ask, will also know how to assist you in petitioning properly.

<opentext> Prov 16:18 18 Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall. (KJV)

<opentext> that help graeme

<his> yes thanks

<opentext> Prov 18:12 12 Before destruction the heart of man is haughty, and before honour is humility. (KJV)

<opentext> any other questions or comments from today's study?

<opentext> if none, then we will open the channel for fellowship...and steph will be mailing out the studies this morning, as i am getting out of the office for the day
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