Bible Study Thursday 30 March, 2000

<at-peace> Our Father, we come before you this day with praise and thanksgiving in our hearts, knowing that you have prepared our bread of life for this day.. we ask that as we partake of this bread, by your Holy Spirit lead and guide us into all truth, wisdom and knowledge that will enable us this day to continue on your strait and narrow path through Christ Jesus our Lord

<opentext> Eph 2: 10 For we are God's own handiwork, created in Christ Jesus for good works which He has pre-destined us to practise. (Weymouth)

<opentext> Eph 2:10 10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them. (KJV)

<opentext> again, God's predetermined plan or purpose....however, we must remember, that we are given our choice, as to whether we will accept or reject God's terms or purpose. Jesus Christ showed us the perfection of that example and purpose....and has given us the ultimate example that we can follow after.

<opentext> Eph 2:11 11 Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands; (KJV)

<opentext> Paul, in seeing where God brought him from, and where he brought him to by His grace...was very humbled. If we keep fresh in our heart and mind, where God has brought us from, and into His family by and through Jesus Christ, we will then be more apt to do those things that He asks of us this day… It is in Christ, that we became that new creation. Not of anything that we have done, other than the confession of our mouth, to accept His terms of restoration. Now that we have done that, we need to continue in His Word, that we can maintain that freedom or liberty that is only in Christ.

<opentext> Eph 2:12 12 That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world: (KJV)

<opentext> before Christ, our state of being, was a very deplorable one. We were on a course of self-destruction. The end results would have been an eternity of torment. And this was evident by the actions and manner by which we lived.

<opentext> Eph 2: 12 At that time you were living apart from Christ, estranged from the Commonwealth of Israel, with no share by birth in the Covenants which are based on the Promises, and you had no hope and no God, in all the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were so far away have been brought near through the death of Christ.(Weymouth)

<opentext> just as people rejected God's plan of salvation through Israel in much of the Old testament....the same is true today, many still go about to establish their own righteousness, apart from the righteousness of God, Jesus Christ… Every time we try to operate in and on our own, we are then also operating apart or away from God's righteousness. And, when we try to do things on our own, the results are quite catastrophic… What happens when we try to do things on our own, apart from God's wisdom?

<diligently> pain..and death

<his> nothing works...it feel like i'm back where i started

<at-peace> we complicate the simplicity

<shama> we stray off the strait and narrow path 

<opentext> when we operate apart  from God, we are operating in sin, or disobedience; and we all know, or should know, that the wages of sin is death.

<opentext> Why do we rebel and become disobedient?

<helpmate> we have returned to our fleshly side

<diligently> we want things done faster.not listening to Father

<shama> we allow the flesh to rise up and have its way rather than keeping it in subjection to the Spirit....wanting our own way rather than His way, Christ

<his> pride..and/or have not taken time to be rooted in Word myself...stony ground

<diligently> sometimes we get scared

<opentext> When we have returned to our old nature...the FLESH...and we allow it to have it's way, rather then keeping it under the control and subject to the Word of God… Eating habits. Taking the time; making the time, to be sure that our spirit man is adequately fed and nourished each and every day. 

<opentext> How many excuses, do we find and use, for not spending time with Father each day?

<shama> sometimes try to justify ourself when we have been busy....because our focus is on the wrong things

<diligently> we do spend time with Father each day..but some times we do our house work first and this and that..and then it seems to never be done and more to do,,then we go to Father,,this is how it has been done in the past.

<his> difficult to answer that..feel it is more a question of misusing the time i do study...not sure

<opentext> Once God becomes second in that day, is there then ever adequate time to get everything done?

<at-peace> no <shama> no <diligently> no

<his> if i have really used time properly no..

<opentext> so then, the key for each and every day is.....

<opentext> Matt 6:33 33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.
 (KJV)

<opentext> Prov 3:9-10 9 Honour the LORD with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase:
10 So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine.  (KJV)

<opentext> If we arose or awoke this day....then the firstfruits are the time to serve Him another day.  This is what i should then walk in this day. So the first thing one needs to do, is find out what His will or purpose would be for us this day, less we get off on  a path other than His…. How do we approach this day? Do we start off mumbling and grumbling? Or, do we start the day off with praise and thanksgiving in our heart and on our lips?

<diligently> with praise and  thanksgiving in our heart and lips

<shama> by thanking Him each morning for the day that He has made

<helpmate> praise and thanksgiving in out heart and mind

<his> attempting to focus and keep it

<opentext> Eph 2:13 13 But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. (KJV)

<opentext> So, as soon as our thoughts and actions begin to wander or stray, bring them back immediately if not sooner, by being refreshed in the blood or redemption in Christ. Keeping the Word first and foremost… Renewing or mind daily...in the Word of truth; this is what will set us free, and keep us free. We must remember where our citizenship is… . So this day, do as Paul suggests to us, and....

<opentext> Phil 4:8-9 8 Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things. 9 Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and the God of peace shall be with you. (KJV)

<opentext> any questions or comments from today?

<helpmate> Col 3:2-3 2 Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. 3
For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.
(KJV)

<opentext> if none, then we will open the channel for fellowship
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