Bible Study Monday 21 February, 2000

<ready-fish> heavenly Father we thank you for this opportunity to gather together here with our precious family and be partakers of your bread of life this day, and we thank you for this in the name of

your Son Jesus Christ

<opentext> Eph 1:9-10, So richly has God lavished upon us His grace, granting us complete insight and understanding of the open secret of His will, showing us how it was the purpose of His design so to order it in the fullness of the ages that all things in heaven and earth  alike should be gathered up in Christ - (Moffatt translation)

<opentext> Phil 2:5, Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: (KJV)

<opentext> Definition for "let mind be"…to exercise the mind, i.e. entertain or have a sentiment or opinion; by implication, to be (mentally) disposed (more or less earnestly in a certain direction);

intensively, to interest oneself in (with concern or obedience): (Thayer's)

<opentext> exercising the mind...keeping one's thoughts in line with the Word...thinking on these things… concern for not offending Father, thus one will want to stay obedient to the Word, by studying for Father's approval… then, one will never be ashamed, for they have taken the time to rightly divide the Word of truth

<opentext> Phil 3:3, For we are the circumcision, which worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh. (KJV)

<opentext> cutting off, getting rid of the old habits of the flesh....walking by faith, rather then the senses

<ready-fish> not leaning to our own understanding

<opentext> our own understanding takes us further away from God...that is what had us on the road to hell in the first place...our own understanding would be much the same as our own righteousness

<opentext> Phil 3:14, I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. (KJV)

<opentext> again....that grape in the wine press, getting rid of the old habits and wants of the flesh

<opentext> Col 1:28, that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus: (KJV)

<opentext> presenting yourself to God, that living sacrifice....and to be a living sacrifice, one must be walking in the Spirit, living in the Spirit, consumed by the Spirit…  Do we always offer the best of what we have? Or, at times do we give God the leftovers?

<diligently> we want to be walking in our best for Father.

<his> when thoughts are elsewhere or divided ..giving leftovers

<ready-fish> everyday we strive to give more, have given leftovers and dont desire to be a leftover

<opentext> maybe why the writer scribed, that much study is a weariness to the flesh... it is very tempting to tell God...but we have gone over that scripture verse 100 times already… maybe, just maybe, He is asking us to go over it again, because we have not been listening close enough… and, if i am not being the example of the believer that i should be, what kind of example is that setting for those around me; those that are watching me?

<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> is it not also the case that as one  understands more of one verse one hears much more in another verse ?

<opentext> yes, the more we see and understand one verse, the more it opens and ties together other verses, since it reveals more of God's character to us … just as when we place a piece in a jigsaw puzzle, it gives a much clearer picture of the end result

<opentext> does that help graeme?

<his> yes thanks

<opentext> Eph 1:9-10, So richly has God lavished upon us His grace, granting us complete insight and understanding of the open secret of His will, showing us how it was the purpose of His design so to order it in the fullness of the ages that all things in heaven and earth alike should be gathered up in Christ - (Moffatt translation)

<opentext> sooooo richly, has God lavished this grace upon us...granting us, that is, giving us the right, as well as the ability to see into His Word the things hidden there, which gives us a more complete understanding of Him, His character, and His predetermined plan of salvation, that has been made available to every person… the more we see of who we are in Christ, the more we are able to be a Christian, that is to be Christ like, and do those things that Father has asked of us… it is by the ability of Christ within us, that we are able to hear that which Father asks of us, and then to do those things that are asked of us

<opentext> Col 1:4, Since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and of the love which ye have to all the saints, (KJV)

<opentext> Eph 4:12-14 12For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:  13Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God,

unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 14That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; (KJV)

<opentext> when we are tossed to and fro, are we operating within the unity of the faith?

<his> no <diligently> no <ready-fish> not at all

<opentext> so we can see then, that when we get into the flesh, it hinders our growth, as well as sets the wrong example for those around us

<opentext> 1Thes 4:16, and the dead in Christ shall rise first. (KJV)

<opentext> we have to remember that we are risen with Christ, that we are to be seated in heavenly places.....in Christ, thus the need for casting down any thoughts that are contrary to God's knowledge… if we do not cast them down, then they are liable to pull us down

<opentext> Col 2:5, For though I be absent in the flesh, yet am I with you in the spirit, joying and beholding your order, and the stedfastness of your faith in Christ. (KJV)

<opentext> remaining rooted and grounded in the Word. Established on the Rock. Not moved by man's traditions and doctrines, but rather holding fast the Word of faith… Have you ever noticed, that though you may not be physically present with someone; somehow you know when they are not doing good spiritually?

<diligently> yes <ready-fish> yes

<his> cannot say that my "tuning" is that reliable....:-)

<opentext> as we can see from Paul's letters to the Churches, he was shown when they were doing good, as well as when they were struggling...and thus prayed for them 

<opentext> graeme, yes, that may be; however, as we grow in His Word, the clearer His voice does become. Also, remember, that we all started at the same place, a sinner saved by that grace, that was so richly lavished upon us … Also, learning to grow in Him, because we want to please Him, not impress other people.

<opentext> 1Thes 5:18, In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you. (KJV)

<his> yes meant can tell from peoples words and action but don't trust my own hearing yet

<opentext> understand brother, and that is why i wanted to share that, to let you know that we all go through that growing process

<his> :-) ok... thanks

<opentext> in everything, not for anything…  not everything is from God....so if it is something that the devil is throwing our way, by

giving thanks to Father, i am thanking Him for the way of escape that is in Christ.

<opentext> 1 Tim 1:14, And the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant with faith and love which is in Christ Jesus. (KJV)

<opentext> and His grace, exceeds abundance.... Today, will you allow His grace to operate in you to that extent?

<ready-fish> yes <his> yes <diligently> yes,we will <shama> yes

<opentext> any questions or comments from today?

<ready-fish> was just thinking about the jigsaw puzzle and taking the time to rightly divide the word of truth, if we try to force pieces to fit our lifestyle or take shortcuts, we end up with a distorted picture, if we take the time to rightly divide, we end up with a clear picture, though it can be a weariness to the flesh..  as well as not giving up if we cant make a piece fit right the first time

<opentext> patience and perseverance

<diligently> o/

<opentext> yes judy

<diligently> we are hearing from Father to be still and know i am God..sometimes when Father teaches us something..oh my our heart wants to change it so fast now… and that is why Father says to me ..to be still and know He is God....so much of the time we want to smash the piece in place…. and Fathers way ..he smashes not a thing..well not diligently any ways

<opentext> square peg in a round hole….  any other questions or comments?

<ready-fish> fitly joined together

<ready-fish> Eph 4:16  16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love. (KJV)

<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> 1Thes 4:16, and the dead in Christ shall rise first. (KJV)

<his> dead in Christ....meaning those who have ran their course all the way until physical death ?

<opentext> yes, as well as the fact, that we also have to die to self, to live in Christ....we have risen from the dead in one aspect, in that we are alive in Christ

<opentext> did that help graeme?

<his> yes much thanks

<opentext> the channel is open for fellowship
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