Bible Study Monday December 27, 1999

<his> Father we come before you through Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour with thankful hearts and open mind to hear and receive that which You have for us this day.

<opentext> Ephesians 1:4, According as He hath chosen us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love: KJV

<opentext> To understand, that God's plan was put into place before the world began. When we can start to see and comprehend this, then one will be able to truly understand His love for us… We are blessed with all spiritual blessings, in other words, available to us, when we are holy and without blame before Him, and operating in His love… We need to see and understand that God so loved the world......His love is available to any and all that will call upon His name.

<opentext> John 10:16,  And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd (Eph 4:4-7). KJV

<opentext> Romans 8:28-29, 28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to His purpose. 29 For whom He did foreknow, He also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. KJV

<opentext> To those who love God, and are called according to His purpose. Operating in His will, not our own will, or the will or direction of someone else. Let's look at Adam Clarke's comments on theses verses.

<opentext> [For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son,] "In this and the following verse the apostle shows how our calling is an argument that all things work together to advance our eternal happiness, showing the several steps which the wisdom and goodness of God have settled, in order to complete our salvation, In order to this he first gives us, in this verse, the foundation and finishing, or the beginning and end, of the scheme of our redemption… whom God did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son." To foreknow here signifies to design before, or at the first forming of the scheme; to bestow the favour and privilege of being God's people upon any set of men, Rom 11:2.. is the foundation or first step of our salvation; namely, the purpose and grace of God, which was given us in Christ Jesus, before the world began, 2 Tim 1:9.(AC)

<opentext> Many people see God's plan of salvation as a series of steps or such, yet the fact is, that we have to see God's eternal purpose and plan, from the beginning. We need to see and hear His love for all of His creation.

<opentext> Then, He knew or favoured us; for in this sense the word "to know" is taken in a great variety of places, both in the Old Testament and the New Testament. And since he knew the GENTILES then, when the scheme was laid, and before any part of it was executed, .. consequently, in reference to the execution of this scheme, He foreknew us. This is the first step of our salvation, and the end or finishing of it is our conformity to the Son of God in eternal glory, Rom 8:17, .

<opentext> When we are able to see and understand Father's love for us, then we will be as loving and open before all men, just as God is.

<opentext> which includes and supposes our moral conformity to Him. When God knew us, at the forming of the Gospel scheme; or, when He intended to bestow on us the privilege of being His people; … He then "destinated" (designed) us to be conformed to the image of His Son; and, since He "destinated" (determined) us then to this very high honour and happiness, He pre-destinated, fore-ordained, or pre-determined us to it. … Thus, we are to understand the foundation and finishing of the plan for our salvation. The foundation is the foreknowledge, or gracious purpose of God; the finishing is our being joint-heirs with Christ. Now, our calling or invitation (see the note at Rom 8:28) stands in connection with both these: …It stands in connection with God's foreknowledge; and so it is a true and valid calling: for we are called, invited, or chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, who may bestow His blessings upon any people, as may seem good in His sight, …1 Peter 1:2; consequently, we have a good title to the blessings of the Gospel to which we are called or invited. And this was to be proved, that the Jew, to whom the apostle particularly wrote, …might see that the Gentiles being now called into the church of God was not an accidental thing, but a matter which God had determined when He conceived the Gospel scheme. Thus, our calling is connected with God's foreknowledge. .(AC)

<opentext> We sometimes forget, that when God spoke to Abraham, God told him that he would be the father of many nations....not just one…  Just as at times, we ourselves get tunnel vision, and think that the Bible and it's plan of salvation is inclusive of us…  Whosoever....shall call upon the name of the Lord, shall be saved.

<opentext> . It stands also in connection with our being "conformed to the image of His Son"; for we are invited by the Gospel to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 Thess 2:14. And therefore, supposing, …  what the apostle supposes, that we love God, it is certain, from our being "called", that we shall be glorified with the sons of God; and so our calling proves the point, that all things should work together for our good in our present state, … because it proves that we are intended for eternal glory as he shows in the next verse. For we must understand His foreknowing, predestinating, calling, and justifying, in relation to His glorifying; …and that none are finally glorified, but those who, according to His purpose, are "conformed to the image of His Son."-Taylor from Adam Clarke's Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1996 by Biblesoft)

<opentext> If, any man be in Christ, he is a new creation. Old things are dead and gone; all things become new in Him.

<opentext> Romans 11:5-6, 5 Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant according to the election of grace. 6 And if by grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, then is it no more grace: otherwise work is no more work. KJV

<opentext> It is by grace that we are saved; by believing and holding fast to God's Word… And, today, just as in the time of Israel, there is a remnant. There are a few that find that strait and narrow path, that maintain their walk therein…  Does one study so that they can impress God with that which they have memorized?

<his> no <diligently> no <helpmate> no <shama> no <at-peace> no

<opentext> For myself, i do not think that would impress the Creator of the universe, but rather insult Him. To me that would be parrot Christianity at best.

<opentext> 2 Thessalonians 2:13-14, 13 But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth: 14 Whereunto He called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. KJV

<opentext> From the beginning, God had you in mind for His plan of salvation. The question now is, will you recognize it, and accept it, and then do that which He asks of you?

<helpmate> yes <diligently> yes <shama> yes <his> yes

<at-peace> yes and am willing to do all that He asks

<opentext> If, you continue in His Word, then the truth will set one free, and keep them free, as they continue, abide, remain steadfast in His Word…  How often is it though, that we allow things other than His Word in, and allow them to be foremost in our thoughts?

<diligently> once or even a moment is to often,so yes we have  let other things in our thoughts in the past.

<at-peace> have often in past, am learning to meditate on His goodness and Word

<his> daily struggle just as is for all

<shama> sometimes a lot

<helpmate> much less than before

<opentext> Be not conformed, or patterned after this world, since we are not of this world, but be transformed, changed, by the renewing of your mind, within His Word of truth.

<opentext> 2 Timothy 2:10,  Therefore I endure all things for the elect's sakes, that they may also obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. KJV

<opentext> Do you endure all things for the sake of the elect? That is, will you adhere to the Word, that one more may see the light of the glorious gospel of Christ through you?

<now-faith> yes

<at-peace> yes, to lay down my life

<his> more as learn more

<diligently> yes

<his> not all yet

<opentext> Often times, we think more highly of oneself than we ought. We need to always be that example of the believers.

<opentext> Titus 1:1-3, 1 Paul, a servant of God, and an apostle of Jesus Christ, according to the faith of God's elect, and the acknowledging of the truth which is after godliness; 2 In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie (Rom 3:3-4), promised before the world began; 3 But hath in due times manifested His Word through preaching, which is committed unto me according to the commandment of God our Saviour; KJV

<opentext> The message of God's love, and His plan of redemption, is preached, or manifest by and through the life that one lives.

<diligently> o/

<opentext> How will or can anyone else see, unless we are living and walking according to His Word? We have to be doers of the Word, and not hearers only.

<opentext> yes Judy

<helpmate> they won't be able to

<diligently> manifested by and through the life they live..which means they do not have to say a word as to all they are doing and all Father is doing for them..it will be seen .let our words be few?… but then we are to share with people of the world all God has done for us ,right?

<opentext> even in the world they say, that a picture is worth 1,000 words. So often how we live, and how we act, says more than all of the words one can speak.

<diligently> yes

<opentext> We answer, when someone asks a reason of the hope within us.

<diligently> yes thank you

<opentext> 1 Peter 2:9-10, 9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of Him who hath called you out of darkness into His marvellous light: 10 Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy. KJV

<opentext> We often times miss, how God's Word is so consistent and constant. It is for all people, at all times. One must hear and believe, to become a part of His family… Faith is by hearing, hearing and obeying the message delivered by Christ.

<opentext> Matt 25:34, Then shall the King say unto them on His right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: (KJV)

<opentext> God's plan from the beginning, was that none would be lost. However, not all believe and hold fast to God's Word. 

<diligently> o/

<opentext> John 17:24-26, Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am; that they may behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world. O righteous Father, the world hath not known thee: but I have known thee, and these have known that thou hast sent me. And I have declared unto them thy name, and will declare it: that the love wherewith thou hast loved me may be in them, and I in them. (KJV)

<opentext> yes judy

<diligently> in john 10:16 and other sheep i have which are not of this fold.what is that fold ? or what is Father speaking of here?

<opentext> One must remember that at that time, Jesus Christ was speaking to the nation of Israel. And He was telling them that this plan of salvation was not inclusive to them.

<diligently> ok,we see

<opentext> 1 Pet 1:20-23, Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you, Who by Him do believe in God, that raised Him up from the dead, and gave Him glory; that your faith and hope might be in God. Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently: Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the Word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever. (KJV)

<now-faith> o/

<opentext> If one was being attentive with the scriptures verses used today, one would see all of the times that God referred to His plan which was set into motion before the world began. If one can see and hear that, they will then be able to see and understand God's love for you.

<opentext> yes michie

<now-faith> was He telling them basically that the Gentiles would be allowed in through adoption into the kingdom?  the gentiles being sheep of another fold?

<opentext> correct

<now-faith> ok thank you

<opentext> one must remember, that whoever was not a Jew, was a Gentile.

<opentext> any questions or comments from today?

<now-faith> o/

<opentext> yes michie

<now-faith> i don't mean to sound picky (!!) but the word inclusive was throwing me off... I think you meant exclusive.... the plan of salvation was not exclusive to them...not excluding the Gentiles...because it did include them, but was not exclusive to them

<opentext> if one is able to understand it better by using the word exclusive, that is fine. Israel thought that they were the only ones that had God's favor, but that was not the case or plan, that God had from before the world began.

<now-faith> ok, yes, that is what we thought

<at-peace> o/

<opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> He so loved the world..... it is difficult to realize at times that it was so very simple, that He wishes that none would perish... just a comment 

<opentext> yes, we often times forget that, and it is imperative that we remember that, so one does not become like Israel in their thinking.

<at-peace> yes, that is what we heard also, thinking more highly of ourselves than we ought.. loving all with Father's love...giving of Father's grace 

<opentext> when we really start to comprehend God's love, then we will be as God in His love, and want none to perish....and will let our light shine for all to see.

<at-peace> compassion

<opentext> yes

<his> o/

<opentext> Matt 9:36-37 36But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on them, because they fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd. 37Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few; KJV

<opentext> yes graeme

<his>  2 Timothy 2:10,  Therefore I endure all things for the elect's sakes, that they may also obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory

<his> Hear this as:  we  should know and understand that which Father has asked of us to endure… .more aware each day that "all" expands as see more in Word.

<his> Would that be correct?

<opentext> yes...just as Jesus Christ was put to death for no reason, yet endured all that we might be made partakers of His grace. Thus, His kingdom is not of this world, and we know that He went to prepare a place for us, and He will return for us as well…Enduring all things, that one more might find their way.

<his> so enduring all things is keeping flesh, that is, "old man" dead and buried ?

<opentext> Walk in the Spirit, and one will not be led by the desires, wants of the flesh; for they that are in the flesh cannot please God.

<opentext> any other questions or comments?… if not, then we will open the channel for fellowship

