14 december 1999

<at-peace> Our Father, we come before you this morning with praise and thanksgiving in our hearts for the savory meat that you have prepared for us this day that will keep and sustain us, as we open our hearts and ears unto the Holy Spirit to lead us and guide us through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> Ephesians 1:3   Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: KJV

<opentext> As we were talking about yesterday, that we have received all spiritual; blessings; although we do not always have a full awareness of all that which we have received. All too often, we go by that which others have told us, rather then by acquiring a working, first hand knowledge of the Word of God. Another thing that we have to keep in mind as we are going through this verse, is what is greater; the physical or the spiritual? 

<his> spiritual'

<helpmate> spiritual

<at-peace> spiritual

<now-faith> the spiritual, greater is He that is in you 

<diligently> spiritual

<opentext> Hebrews 11:3, Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word (and let us keep fresh in our heart and mind, that His Word is Spirit and truth) of God, so that things which are seen (physical) were not made of things which do appear (spiritual). KJV

<opentext> God's Word brought and gave substance, to all that we see around us, and it is His Spirit that holds and keeps it all in place.

<opentext> John 1:16, And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for grace. KJV

<opentext> We have been blessed with the ability to hear and accept all of God's blessings; however, we have the choice and ability to accept or reject them. God cannot, and will not force them on anyone.

<opentext> 1 Corinthians 1:30, But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption: KJV

<opentext> Colossians 2:10, And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power: KJV

<opentext> We will look at what the Word says, but we will not always hear Father's wisdom in that which we read. Many times when we read something within the Word, we will hear the explanation that others have given us, and ignore that which Father is trying to say to us. After all, faith is supposed to be by hearing, hearing and obeying the message delivered by Christ.  Romans 10:17

<opentext> Verses one through three in this book, gives us an overview of all of the instructions that Paul had been given for instructions to the Church. Yet, for the most part, we skip by these verses, and that which is said within them. We forget that we are baptized into Christ, that we are seated in heavenly places in Christ, and this is where we should remain.

<opentext> Gal 3:27 [As many of you as have been baptized into Christ] All of you who have believed in Christ as the promised Messiah, and that ye had received Christ as your Lord and Saviour, have put on Christ-have received his Spirit, and entered into his interests, and copied his manners. To put on, or to be clothed with one, is to assume the person and character of that one; and they who do so are bound to act his part, and to sustain the character which they have assumed. 

The profession of Christianity is an assumption of the character of Christ; he has left us an example that we should follow his steps, and we should, as Christians, have that mind in us which was in him, (from Adam Clarke's Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1996 by Biblesoft)

<opentext> One cannot be blessed with all spiritual blessings, unless one has come into union with Christ. It also takes this total commitment to Him, to remain in Him. Many times we operate in Him when it is convenient for us. We will do what is of benefit to oneself, and ignore that which is for the good of the body. Have we forgot, that we are to have the mind of Christ?

<diligently> o/  <opentext> yes Judy

<diligently> our commitment to Christ is the most important. and if or as soon as we take our eyes off, or make a mistake even if it were for just a moment.. wouldn’t that be breaking that commitment to Christ? or no.. if we have asked for forgiveness

<opentext> it causes us to lose focus, and allows the devil an opportunity to hinder.....that is why we ask for forgiveness immediately.. so that we close the door on the devil immediately

<diligently> yes

<opentext> [Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus] Christ laboured to promote no separate interest; as man he studied to promote the glory of God, and the welfare and salvation of the human race. See then that ye have the same disposition that was in Jesus Christ: he was ever humble, loving, patient, and laborious; his meat and drink was to do the will of his Father, and to finish his work. (from Adam Clarke's Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1996 by Biblesoft)

<opentext> Eph 1:3, Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: KJV

<opentext> John 14:20, At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you. KJV

<opentext> [That I am in my Father] After my resurrection, ye shall be more fully convinced of this important truth, that I and the Father are ONE; for I will live in you by the energy of my Spirit, and ye shall live in me by faith, love, and obedience. (from Adam Clarke's Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1996 by Biblesoft)

<opentext> John 15:2-3, Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you. KJV

<opentext> John 17:21-22, That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one: KJV

<opentext> [That they all may be one] This prayer was literally answered to the first believers, who were all of one heart and of one soul: Acts 4:30. (AC)

<opentext> And why is it that believers are not in the same spirit now? Because they neither attend to the example nor to the truth of Christ. (from Adam Clarke's Commentary

<diligently>  o/    <opentext> yes Judy

<diligently> it does not always feel very good when Father does take a branch away but is a blessing   > john 15:2-3

<opentext> it does not feel good, because it is attached in the flesh, and we are quite selfish with the things WE have acquired, whether right or wrong.

<diligently> yes

<opentext> :Rom 12:5, So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another. KJV

<opentext> All too often, we think it is an individual effort, and we forget that we are to be a team. At times, we will think more highly of ourselves than we ought, thinking that we are the most important member of the team. Jesus Christ told us that to be the greatest, we should become the servant of all.

<opentext> :1 Cor 12:12, For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ KJV

<opentext> 2 Cor 5:21, For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him. KJV

<opentext> At times, we forget how we have obtained our righteousness, and go about trying to establish our own , which we should remember how Isaiah described our own righteousness.

<opentext> Eph 1:10, That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him: KJV

 <opentext> the question before us is; will we do all that is necessary to remain in Him, this day?

<helpmate> yes

<diligently> yes

 <at-peace> yes

 <his> yes

<now-faith> yes

<opentext> This can only be done, if we receive and apply, all that Father has made available to us, and utilize all the spiritual ability He has given to us. This is what will get you through this day, as one of His!

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<his> o/   <opentext> yes graeme

<his> comment: 2 cor 5:21...seeing more and more importance of thinking on "that WE might become the righteousness of God in Him"....we help each other in their walk allowing the Word to work in us, to have its way within us, which will then cause us to work and operate as the body of Christ

<diligently> o/   <opentext> yes judy

<diligently> that is why we need to do as Father asks us.. and get on. right. like graeme said the other day. do what needs to be done and then get on.. so we can be as Father has planed for us? let Father have the rotten branches.. and move on

<opentext> if they are unproductive, they take away from that which is good, and they become a hindrance to the growth.....and we should know that Father never makes mistakes

<opentext> Phil 3:13Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, 14I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 15Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded: and if in any thing ye be otherwise minded, God shall reveal even this unto you.

16Nevertheless, whereto we have already attained, let us walk by the same rule, let us mind the same thing.17Brethren, be followers together of me, and mark them which walk so as ye have us for an ensample.KJV 

<diligently> yes,thank you

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<opentext> if none, then we will open the channel for fellowship

