Bible Study Monday 28 February, 2000

<shama> Father we thank you and praise you for all that you have already done for us this day and for all that you have ready for us to learn in your Word, as we desire to understand your Word more each day. We thank you for your love towards us and we give you all the honour and thanks through Christ Jesus our Lord

<opentext> Eph 1:11-12, In whom also we​ have obtained an inheritance​, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will: That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ. (KJV)

<opentext> The eternal inheritance is the great blessing with which we are blessed in Christ: In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, v. 11. Heaven is the inheritance, the happiness of which is a sufficient portion for a soul: it is conveyed in the way of an inheritance, being the gift of a Father to his children. If children, then heirs. All the blessings that we have in hand are but small if compared with the inheritance. What is laid out upon an heir in his minority is nothing to what is reserved for him when he comes to age. Christians are said to have obtained this inheritance, as they have a present right to it, and even actual possession of it, in Christ their head and representative. (from Matthew Henry's Commentary)


<opentext> John 18:36, Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence. (KJV)

<opentext> Where is it that we look for our inheritance? Are we to be looking for it here?

<helpmate> no

<diligently> no,not this world

<shama> no.....it is in heavenly places

<at-peace> heavenly places in Christ.... no, not here

<his> no...seek first  kingdom...

<opentext> Yet, how often is it that we see people try to establish their kingdom here? 

<his> very often

<at-peace> alot, for where their treasure is, so will be their heart

<helpmate> most often

<diligently> very

<shama> very often, through desiring fleshly things

<opentext> What is it that controls our focus? Or, should control our focus?  The mark of the prize perhaps?

<his> yes it should

<diligently> yes

<helpmate> the Word

<shama> yes, our inheritance

<opentext> Ps 37:18-19, The LORD knoweth the days of the upright: and their inheritance shall be for ever. They shall not be ashamed in the evil time: and in the days of famine they shall be satisfied. (KJV)

<opentext> Father knows what we have need of, before we ask. He supplies all of our need, according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus. Our inheritance, to be a part of His family, His kingdom.

<opentext> Acts 20:32-33, And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance among all them which are sanctified. I have coveted no man's silver, or gold, or apparel. (KJV)

<opentext> Rom 8:17-18, And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together. For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. (KJV)

<opentext> Most often, people forget the example that Jesus Christ set for us. In this world we may have persecution, we may have trials, we have to remember that we are not of this world, we are only passing through here. Yet, isn't it when we try to hang onto this world, that we get ourselves in trouble?

<shama> yes <diligently> yes <helpmate> yes <at-peace> yes <his> yes

<opentext> Col 1:12-14, Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light: Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son: In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins: (KJV)

<opentext> Father says look where i have translated you to; and we try to say that we would rather stay here. How often do you try to hang onto things that hold you here?

<diligently> not at all any more

<his> more than  i realise

<shama> not as often as we used to, sometimes when our flesh tries to have it's way

<diligently> maybe  something will flare up..once in a while if we take our eyes off Father..but He lets us know fast

<opentext> We have to always be mindful of where our inheritance is at. We need to know where we need to keep our focus at.

<opentext> Col 3:24, Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ. (KJV)

<opentext> When we complete the task asked of us, it is then that we will receive the reward of the inheritance. In this world, most people want the reward before ever doing the task, or completing the assignment. They think everything is owed to them.

<opentext> Titus 3:7, That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life. (KJV)

<opentext> being justified by His grace....as we continue in His Word, as we continue to do the things which please Father....that we will then be transformed by the renewing of our minds...  We have available to us, the way to eternal life, if one will follow the truth of His Word. How often do we look at the Word right away, or only as a last resort?

<his> now ask quickly when problems arise

<diligently> when we have our eyes off Father it takes us a while..we forget..but when we have our eyes right on Father,,fast right away.

<shama> look to the Word more than we ever used to, now

<opentext> Titus 3:7, That being justified by his grace,​ we should be made heirs​ according to the hope of eternal life. (KJV)

<opentext> we are saved by grace, through faith....as we allow the Word of God to operate within our life.

<opentext> Don't many people think that eternal life is something that should automatically be theirs?

<helpmate> yes <shama> yes <his> yes <diligently> yes

<diligently> 0/

<opentext> yes Judy

<diligently> seems like fear,is a sin that can and does grow very fast. for myself when it has in the past entered in..it has .

<opentext> Rom 14:23 faith: for whatsoever is not of faith is sin. (KJV)

<opentext> God has not given us the spirit of fear; but that which is of power (Christ), love (for God so loved the world He gave) and a sound mind, when we remember and act upon the first two.

<diligently> yes

<opentext> if we feed fear, it will grow. if we feed faith, it will grow.

<diligently> yes,yes  PYF… we are learning that…. living that

<opentext> Faith comes by hearing and obeying the message delivered by Christ. Fear comes by hearing and obeying the lies of the devil.

<diligently> yes,this is just what we are learning PYF

<opentext> that we should be made heirs......there are a lot of things that should happen in our lives....without faith, it is impossible to please Him....

<opentext> James 2:5-7, Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not God chosen the poor of this world rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he hath promised to them that love him? But ye have despised the poor. Do not rich men oppress you, and draw you before the judgment seats? Do not they blaspheme that worthy name by the which ye are called? (KJV)

<opentext> the greater one is in faith, the less they depend on the terms and conditions of this world.

<opentext> 1 Pet 1:4-5, To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. (KJV)

<opentext> Holding fast our profession of faith, without wavering. Walking by faith, and not by the senses. it is the trying of our faith, the tempering of it, that brings about patience. Becoming consistent in His Word.

<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme

<his> could you explain more what James 2:6 is addressing ?

<opentext> how often do we judge people by what they have or their position within the community?

<diligently> we do,and we should not.we are hearing. not by what they have ..but there position .

<his> much less..still do at times 

<opentext> and how does God say that we are to judge?  God looks on the heart....man judges by the earthly treasures.

<opentext> James 2:4  4
Are ye not then partial in yourselves, and are become judges of evil thoughts? (KJV)

<opentext> Rev 3:17  17
Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked: (KJV)

<at-peace> we are to judge a righteous judgement, try the spirits if they be of God

<opentext> I Jn 4:1-2  1 Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world.  2
Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God:
(KJV)

<opentext> seeking first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto you....He became poor, that we might become rich...walking and looking in the Spirit, not the flesh....does that help graeme?

<his> so is it referring to how by having the wrong attitude to the  world we create our own problems...."do not the rich oppress you and drag you into the courts" ?

<opentext> graeme, it always comes back to the attitude of our heart....how we perceive things....we should always base things on the Word, and how it will affect my relationship with Father...

<his> ok . that's what i meant.....many thanks

<opentext> any time i stray from the Word, i am bringing about problems to my life

<diligently> o/

<diligently> sometimes the world forces us to judge a person by their position in the world..like  ,bosses..managers, things like that..and they can even do wrong and we need to listen to them.this is not right is it?

<opentext> Judy, look at these verses...

<opentext> Eph 6:5-7  5
Servants, be obedient to them that are your masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in singleness of your heart, as unto Christ;  6
Not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but as the servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart;  7 With good will doing service, as to the Lord, and not to men: (KJV)

<diligently> yes,thank you

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<at-peace> o/

<opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> was thinking about when you shared in talking about judgement...that God looks at the heart,,, and that is part of trying the spirits,,, out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks,,,listen to where their heart is will show if they are of God or not… not judgement... but judging

<opentext> by their words they will be justified, or condemned

<opentext> cannot have sweet water and bitter coming out of the same fountain

<at-peace> another reason why we should not always be talking, but listening more

<opentext> thus, why we want to be like Christ Jesus, speaking only the things we hear Father speak

<opentext> John 12:49-50  49
For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, he gave me a commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak.  50
And I know that his commandment is life everlasting: whatsoever I speak therefore, even as the Father said unto me, so I speak. (KJV)

<at-peace> o/

<opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> just noticed "what I should say, and what I should speak"... hearing Father on what He would have you say, then listening on how He would have us speak it... we sometimes have a tendency to just blurt out what we hear before listening to how Father would have us present it

<opentext> hearing how He speaks to us, and then hearing how He would have us present it to someone else

<at-peace> speaking with grace

<opentext> Col 4:6  6
Let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man. (KJV)

<opentext> if no other questions, we will open the channel for fellowship
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