Bible Study for 2 September, 1999

<opentext> Father, we thank you for the precious gift of life, by and through Christ Jesus our Lord... 
<opentext> today is question and answer day 

<shama> o/ 
<opentext> yes steph 
<shama> was going over Col 3:1 and wanted to know if the word *seek* in that verse, means the same as, search after, cuz one dictionary said it means worship 

<shama> Col 3:1 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. (KJV) 

<opentext> definition for seek.... 
2212 zeteo- 
1) to seek in order to find 
   a) to seek a thing 
   b) to seek [in order to find out] by thinking, meditating, reasoning, to enquire into 
   c) to seek after, to seek for, to aim at, to strive after 
2) to seek, that is, to require, to demand, to crave, to demand something from someone 

<opentext> we have to remember the first part of the verse...if...you are risen with Christ...then 

<opentext> Heb 4:16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. (KJV) 

<shama> we kept going to Jer 29:13 and tying it to that verse, would that be the similar? 

<shama> Jer 29:13 And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart. (KJV) 

<opentext> so we have to be risen with Christ, before we can seek the deep things of God. yes, that would be a good verse to relate it with 
<shama> ok thanks 
 

<now-faith> o/ 
<opentext> yes michie 
<now-faith> verse 4, when Christ, our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory........ what we were hearing is that when Christ is manifest in our life, when the mystery of Christ is revealed...we are then equally yoked with Christ and that is when He appears with us...when that light shines forth....would that be correct? 
<opentext> that is one way to hear it...and another would be for when He appears in like manner as He left, to return for His Church 
<now-faith> yes, we had always seen it in that way before...but where paul seems to be talking of right now in the previous and after verses, we thought perhaps it went deeper? 
<opentext> as we allow Christ to be manifest in us, then we will not follow the leadings of the flesh, but will rather walk in the Spirit....and that can only be done as we allow Christ to rule in our life, for a house divided, will not stand. if we are risen with Christ....we will not want to allow those following works of the flesh to operate in ourlife....but that can only happen as we remain seated in heavenly places 
<now-faith> ok thank you 


<atp-dil> judy o/ 
<opentext> yes judy 
<atp-dil> in Eph4:26...How do we be angry and sin not? 

<helpmate> Eph 4:26 Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down upon your wrath: (KJV) 
<opentext> one way we can look at that, is that we can hate the sin.....but we can not allow anger to build in the flesh, for then it will work in us contrary to the Word of God 
<atp-dil> yes 

<opentext> definition for angry.... 
3710 orgizo (or-gid'-zo); from 3709; to provoke or enrage, i.e. (passively) become exasperated: KJV-- be angry (wroth). 

<opentext> when we act and react in the flesh...with anger....we have left the peace of God...and are then looking to justify ourselves or the situation....and we have to remember, that Christ is our justification 
<atp-dil> so , we are to talk our anger. and get it out ,before it has built up into wrath or exasperated anger. 
<opentext> that is where we need to take it to the Lord....and ask Him for His wisdom and help on how He would deal with it 
<atp-dil> yes Christ Jesus in all the justification we need then, and just give it to Father. But we must be honest that we are angry and not pretend as if we were not. that would be lying. or at least tell Father about it. we might not have to tell the person. 
<opentext> if we leave a sliver in the hand ...it will become worse, infected, and a raging sore........likewise, when someone offends us....we can go to the Lord and deal with it now.....or put it off, and it will become enflamed, and sore and very irritating 
<atp-dil> yes, thank you 


<shama> o/ 
<opentext> yes steph 
<shama> Father has been talking to me about our focus, and we saw it more thru the first few verses of Col 3, that we have the choice to focus our eyes on the distractions or on things above....we wondered if our focusssing our eyes on the things of this world, has the same effect as focussing our ears and listening to things of this world too?? 
<opentext> seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness.....and all these things shall be added unto you..... a house cannot be divided...so if we are looking, we are listening as well 
<shama> yes, so having our eyes and ears on things above, not letting the distractions through our eyes nor through our ears 
<opentext> exactly...that is why Paul said that he died daily...crucifying the flesh and it's lusts in and through Christ Jesus 
<shama> so it would be correct to say that our focus, includes what we are hearing as well as where our eyes are then? 
<opentext> each and every time a situation arises, we must place the body in subjection to the Spirit of Christ...so we are able to overcome how many times is it, that you hear a noise, and then look to see what it was? 
<shama> all the time 
<opentext> so we need to walk by faith, not the physical senses 
<shama> ok thanks 


<atp-dil> judy o/ 
<opentext> yes judy 
<atp-dil> in 2 cor 10:4-6 in verse 5..how do we bring into captive every thought .to the obedience of Christ..we just like to hear as to how this is done..Father has been teaching me this. ? 
<opentext> think on these things.....Phil 4:8....not letting our mind be clouded and filled with things other than the Word 

<helpmate> Phil 4:8 Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.(KJV) 
<atp-dil> yes :-) PYF 
<opentext> Christ was always obedient to that which Father asked...and this is where we strive to arrive at also 
<atp-dil> so it is just a daily learning..and we do get better at it daily. 
<opentext> yes...doing all that Father asks of us this day.....now faith 
<atp-dil> it does feel so good when we can cast things down..just to see that we do have a choice as to what we entertain our minds with… the world liked to in the past teach..that we can not help what we think..but Father teaches we can. 
<opentext> we do have control over what it is that entertains our mind...choose you this day whom you will serve 
<atp-dil> yes :-) and that is a blessing from Father…thank you. 
<opentext> any more questions this day? 


<atp-dil> charlene o/ 
<opentext> yes charlene 
<atp-dil> would Eph 6:6... and doing the will of God from the heart... tie into Matt 6:9-10.. thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven? 
<opentext> yes, because unless we are that new creation in Christ....how could we do Father's will here on earth, as it is in heaven....since only His sheep are able to hear His voice 
<atp-dil> we would not be able to.. and we are finally understanding "thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven"... thank you 
<opentext> many try to do what God asks, but without the Spirit of Christ operating in and with them...it is impossible to please God without faith, and that measure can only come by and through Christ 
<atp-dil> would that be the same also as "what is bound on earth, will also be bound in heaven"? 
<opentext> yes 
<atp-dil> okay, thank you ... we have not had a complete understanding of that either, now Father is opening that up so much more to me 
<opentext> :-) 
<opentext> any other questions this morning 
<opentext> then the channel is open for fellowship……very good questions this morning 

