Bible Study for Monday September 20, 1999

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day and this time to gather together at your throne to receive that which we have need of this day. Father, let your Word be that which fills and supplies us this day, through Christ Jesus our lord... 
<opentext> Matthew 5:10, Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
<opentext> now, we have to remember, that it is for His righteousness, not ours that we should be persecuted for....for as Isaiah said, our own righteousness is as filthy rags 
<opentext> [They which are persecuted] Dedioogmenoi (grk 1377), they who are hard pressed upon, and pursued with repeated acts of enmity. Parkhurst. They are happy who suffer, seems a strange saying: and that the righteous should suffer, merely because they are such, seems as strange. But such is the enmity of the human heart to everything of God and goodness, that all those who live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution in one form or other. As the religion of Christ gives no quarter to vice, so the vicious will give no quarter to this religion, or to its professors. (from Adam Clarke Commentary) 
<opentext> we often times forget, that Jesus Christ did nothing wrong, to deserve that which was set against Him....we ourselves though...have all been sinners, and have all fallen short of the glory of God… God forgives and forgets, man on the other hand does not... 
<opentext> [Blessed are ye when men shall revile you] Reproach you; call you by evil and contemptuous names; ridicule you because you are Christians. Thus, they said of Jesus that he was a Samaritan and had a devil <John 8:48>; that he was mad <John 10:20>; and thus they reviled and mocked him on the cross, <Matt.27:39-44>. But, being reviled, he reviled not again <1 Pet. 2:23>; and thus being reviled, we should bless <1Cor. 4:12>; and thus, though the contempt of the world is not in itself desirable, yet it is blessed to tread in the footsteps of Jesus, to imitate his example, and even to suffer for his sake, <Phil 1:29>. (Barnes) 
<opentext> if we are seeking first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness...then our affections will be set on things above...and not here on this earth 
<opentext> Matt 5:11-12 Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you. (KJV) 
<opentext> we often times forget what the believers before us went through...from Genesis up till now....we forget that it is ...few...that strive to enter in at the narrow gate....since most have their affections set on the things of this earth...and what other people think of them, rather than God 
<opentext> [All manner of evil against you falsely] An emphasis should be laid on the word falsely in this passage. It is not blessed to have evil spoken of us if we deserve it; but if we deserve it not, then we should not consider it as a calamity. We should take it patiently, and show how much the Christian, under the consciousness of innocence, can bear, <1 Pet. 3:13-8>. [For my sake] Because you are attached to me; because you are Christians. We are not to seek such things. We are not to do things to offend others; to treat them harshly or unkindly, and. to court revilings. We are not to say or do things, though they may be on the subject of religion, designed to disgust or offend. But if, in the faithful endeavor to be Christians, we are reviled, as our Master was, then we are to take it with patience, and to remember that thousands before us have been treated in like manner. When thus reviled or persecuted, we are to be meek, patient, humble; not angry; not reviling again; but endeavoring to do good to our persecutors and slanderers, <2 Tim. 2:24-25>. In this way many have been convinced of the power and excellence of that religion which they were persecuting and reviling. They have seen that nothing else but Christianity could impart such patience and meekness to the persecuted; and have, by this means, been constrained to submit themselves to the gospel of Jesus. Long since it became a proverb, "that the blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church." (from Barnes' Notes) 
<opentext> Isa 66:5-6, Hear the word of the LORD, ye that tremble at his word; Your brethren that hated you, that cast you out for my name's sake, said, Let the LORD be glorified: but he shall appear to your joy, and they shall be ashamed. A voice of noise from the city, a voice from the temple, a voice of the LORD that rendereth recompence to his enemies. (KJV) 
<his> o/ 
<opentext> yes graeme 
<his> "cast you out for my names sake": does that mean they thought they were doing God a favour? 
<opentext> yes....many times they think that they are doing the work of God 
<opentext> Matt 24:9-10 Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all nations for my name's sake. And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate one another. (KJV) 
<opentext> John 15:20-21 Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also. But all these things will they do unto you for my name's sake, because they know not him that sent me. (KJV) 
<opentext> Matt 10:22-24 And ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake: but he that endureth to the end shall be saved. But when they persecute you in this city, flee ye into another: for verily I say unto you, Ye shall not have gone over the cities of Israel, till the Son of man be come. The disciple is not above his master, nor the servant above his lord.. (KJV) 
<opentext> I Jn 3:13 Marvel not, my brethren, if the world hate you. (KJV) 
<opentext> if one would ponder these verses in the flesh, it would cause one to walk away from the Lord. but this is why we need to have our affections set on things above, and not here on the earth… that help graeme? 
<his> much thanks 
<opentext> Col 3:2-4 Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory. (KJV) 
<opentext> this is why we have to seek first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness, otherwise there is no way that we can be overcomers... also consider, that if they accused the Lord of being of the devil....then how much more His followers? 
<opentext> Matt 10:25, It is enough for the disciple that he be as his master, and the servant as his lord. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebub, how much more shall they call them of his household? (KJV) 
<opentext> Luke 7:33-35, For John the Baptist came neither eating bread nor drinking wine; and ye say, He hath a devil. The Son of man is come eating and drinking; and ye say, Behold a gluttonous man, and a winebibber, a friend of publicans and sinners! But wisdom is justified of all her children. (KJV) 
<opentext> if you will notice, the world always has some excuse for not serving God....those that are not sincerely seeking, will always have some excuse...however, the world's best excuse, is still an excuse 
<opentext> 1 Pet 2:23, Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously: (KJV) 
<opentext> [But committed himself] Though he could have inflicted any kind of punishment on his persecutors, yet to give us, in this respect also, an example that we should follow his steps, he committed his cause to him who is the righteous judge. To avoid evil tempers, and the uneasiness and danger of avenging ourselves, it is a great advantage in all such cases to be able to refer our cause to God, and to be assured that the Judge of all the earth will do right.(from Adam Clarke Commentary) 
<opentext> at times, don't we want to defend ourselves? 
<diligently> oh my yes. 
<at-peace> yes 
<his> yes 
<ready-fish> if we are not sure of who we are in Christ, then we would try to defend ourselves 
<opentext> Matt 5:11 Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you,(KJV) 
<opentext> do we always count it a blessing when these things happen...or do we mumble and grumble? 
<helpmate> no, we do not 
<at-peace> not always 
<diligently> o/ 
<opentext> yes judy 
<diligently> so what do we do with those feelings of wanting to defend ourselves? 
<opentext> in the circular file 
<diligently> just give them to Father 
<opentext> exactly 
<helpmate> even if you try to defend yourself...it is not going to change the way they feel or think 
<opentext> 1 Pet 3:14-17 But and if ye suffer for righteousness' sake, happy are ye: and be not afraid of their terror, neither be troubled; But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear: Having a good conscience; that, whereas they speak evil of you, as of evildoers, they may be ashamed that falsely accuse your good conversation in Christ. For it is better, if the will of God be so, that ye suffer for well doing, than for evil doing. (KJV) 
<opentext> that help judy? 
<diligently> yes, thank you 
<his> o/ 
<opentext> yes graeme 
<his> so "wanting" to defend ourselves..even though we don't "do" it, is an indication of a weed not pulled ? 
<opentext> not necessarily....as long as we are in this body, we have to resist the flesh....it is whether we give into the leadings or not, is what determines if there is a weed to pull… if we keep **thinking on it*** then we will get into trouble, and that is why we cast down those thoughts and imaginations 
<opentext> James 1:13-15 Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man: But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death

. (KJV) 
<opentext> it is if we keep giving thought to it, that we are then drawn away 
<diligently> so, as soon as we even have a thought of that..we need to cast it down fast..before it turns any bigger? 
<opentext> yes 
<opentext> James 1:13-15 Let no one say when passing through trial, "My temptation is from God;" for God is incapable of being tempted to do evil, and He Himself tempts no one. But when a man is tempted, it is his own passions that carry him away and serve as a bait. Then the passion conceives, and becomes the parent of sin; and sin, when fully matured, gives birth to death.(Weymouth) 
<opentext> that help graeme? 
<his> yes seeing it more clearly now…thanks 
<opentext> 1 Pet 4:15-17 But let none of you suffer as a murderer, or as a thief, or as an evildoer, or as a busybody in other men's matters. Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God on this behalf. For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God? (KJV) 
<opentext> 1 Pet 4:18-19 And if the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear? Wherefore let them that suffer according to the will of God commit the keeping of their souls to him in well doing, as unto a faithful Creator. (KJV) 
<opentext> so today, we need to commit all that we do, to Father...and maintain our walk on that strait and narrow path that leads to Father's house, and one day soon we will be there, if we faint not... any other questions from today? 
<diligently> o/ 
<opentext> yes judy 
<diligently> what should we do when people of the world want us to explain ourselves..we always have others doing that to me..and we do not like having to explain ourselves to anyone,but we always do..and it does not give us a peace inside…. well we don’t always explain, anymore 
<opentext> be still, and know that He is God… unless Father asks us to speak, we should hold our tongue 
<diligently> yes... PYF :-)
