Bible Study for Tuesday September 14, 1999

<at-peace> Our heavenly Father, we thank and praise you for this day and this opportunity to partake of your bread of life that would keep us and sustain us in Christ Jesus our Lord 
<opentext> Matt 5:8, Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God. (KJV) 
<opentext> [Pure in heart] In opposition to the Pharisees, who affected outward purity, while their hearts were full of corruption and defilement. A principal part of the Jewish religion consisted in outward washings and cleansings: on this ground they expected to see God, to enjoy eternal glory… but Christ here shows that a purification of the heart, from all vile affections and desires, is essentially requisite in order to enter into the kingdom of God… He whose soul is not delivered from all sin, through the blood of the covenant, can have no Scriptural hope of ever being with God… There is a remarkable illustration of this passage, quoted by Mr. Wakefield from Origen, "God has no body, and therefore is invisible: but men of contemplation can discern him with the heart and understanding. But A DEFILED HEART CANNOT SEE GOD: but HE MUST BE PURE WHO WISHES TO ENJOY A PROPER VIEW OF A PURE BEING." (from Adam Clarke Commentary) 
<opentext> as soon as the flesh gets in the way, it clouds our view....it hinders our vision, and without a vision, the people will perish 
<opentext> Ps 15:2-3, He that walketh uprightly, and worketh righteousness, and speaketh the truth in his heart. He that backbiteth not with his tongue, nor doeth evil to his neighbour, nor taketh up a reproach against his neighbour. (KJV) 
<diligently> o/ 
<opentext> yes judy 
<diligently> how do we know if our flesh is in the way? for sure? 
<opentext> Gal 5:19-21 Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God. (KJV) 
<opentext> Gal 5:19-21 Now you know full well the doings of our lower natures. Fornication, impurity, indecency, idol-worship, sorcery; enmity, strife, jealousy, outbursts of passion, intrigues, dissensions, factions, envyings; hard drinking, riotous feasting, and the like. And as to these I forewarn you, as I have already forewarned you, that those who are guilty of such things will have no share in the Kingdom of God. (weymouth) 
<diligently> ok.thank you 
<opentext> Ps 15:2-3, He that walketh uprightly, and worketh righteousness, and speaketh the truth in his heart. He that backbiteth not with his tongue, nor doeth evil to his neighbour, nor taketh up a reproach against his neighbour. (KJV) 
<opentext> He walks perfectly. Who sets God before his eyes, takes his word for the rule of his conduct, considers himself a sojourner on earth, and is continually walking to the kingdom of God. He acts according to the perfections of God's law, he has respect to all its parts, and feels the weight and importance of all its injunctions. (from Adam Clarke Commentary) 
<diligently> there are lots of ways of knowing. :-) 
<opentext> out of the abundance of the heart....is what will come out of the mouth...for by our words we will be justified...or by our words we will be condemned 
<opentext> Ps 24:4-5, He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully. He shall receive the blessing from the LORD, and righteousness from the God of his salvation. (KJV) 
<opentext> The properties of God's peculiar people, who shall have communion with him in grace and glory. They are such as keep themselves from all the gross acts of sin. They have clean hands; not spotted with the pollution’s of the world and the flesh… None that were ceremonially unclean might enter into the mountain of the temple, which signified that cleanness of conversation which is required in all those that have fellowship with God. The hands lifted up in prayer must be pure hands, no blot of unjust gain cleaving to them, nor any thing else that defiles the man and is offensive to the holy God… They are such as make conscience of being really (that is, of being inwardly) as good as they seem to be outwardly. They have pure hearts. We make nothing of our religion if we do not make heart-work of it. It is not enough that our hands be clean before men,… but we must also wash our hearts from wickedness, and not allow ourselves in any secret heart-impurities, which are open before the eye of God…Yet in vain do those pretend to have pure and good hearts whose hands are defiled with the acts of sin. That is a pure heart which is sincere and without guile in covenanting with God,…which is carefully guarded, that the wicked one, the unclean spirit, touch it not, which is purified by faith, and conformed to the image and will of God; see <Mt. 5:8>… They are such as do not set their affections upon the things of this world, do not lift up their souls unto vanity, whose hearts are not carried out inordinately towards the wealth of this world, the praise of men, or the delights of sense,… who do not choose these things for their portion, nor reach forth after them, because they believe them to be vanity, uncertain and unsatisfying… They are such as deal honestly both with God and man. In their covenant with God, and their contracts with men, they have not sworn deceitfully, nor broken their promises, violated their engagements, nor taken any false oath… Those that have no regard to the obligations of truth or the honour of God's name are unfit for a place in God's holy hill. (from Matthew Henry's Commentary) 
<opentext> Matthew Henry does a good job of reminding us, of what it takes to maintain a pure heart.... 
<opentext> Ps 51:6-11, Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts: and in the hidden part thou shalt make me to know wisdom. Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. Make me to hear joy and gladness; that the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice. Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit from me. (KJV) 
<opentext> a new creation in Christ.....and then, we need to continue in His Word....by hearing and obeying the message delivered by Christ...for His Words are spirit and they are life.... 
<opentext> Prov 22:11-12, He that loveth pureness of heart, for the grace of his lips the king shall be his friend. The eyes of the LORD preserve knowledge, and he overthroweth the words of the transgressor. (KJV) 
<opentext> [He that loveth pureness of heart] Who aims to be what God would have him to be-the King of kings shall be his Friend. There is no class of men that value uprightness more than kings; as none stand so much in need of it in their servants.(from Adam Clarke's Commentary) 
<opentext> Matt 23:25-28, Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye make clean the outside of the cup and of the platter, but within they are full of extortion and excess. Thou blind Pharisee, cleanse first that which is within the cup and platter, that the outside of them may be clean also…Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness. Even so ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity. (KJV) 
<opentext> The rule Christ gives, in opposition to this practice, v. 26. It is addressed to the blind Pharisees. They thought themselves the seers of the land, but <Jn. 9:39> Christ calls them blind. Note, those are blind, in Christ's account who (how quick-sighted soever they are in other things) are strangers, and no enemies, to the wickedness of their own hearts; who see not, and hate not, the secret sin that lodgeth there. Self-ignorance is the most shameful and hurtful ignorance, <Rev. 3:17>. The rule is, Cleanse first that which is within. Note, the principal care of every one of us should be to wash our hearts from wickedness, <Jer. 4:14>. The main business of a Christian lies within, to get cleansed from the filthiness of the spirit. Corrupt affections and inclinations, the secret lusts that lurk in the soul, unseen and unobserved, these must first be mortified and subdued. Those sins must be conscientiously abstained from, which the eye of God only is a witness to, who searcheth the heart. Observe the method prescribed; Cleanse first that which is within not that only, but that first; because, if due care be taken concerning that, the outside will be clean also. External motives and inducements may keep the outside clean, while the inside is filthy; but if renewing, sanctifying grace make clean the inside, that will have an influence upon the outside, for the commanding principle is within. If the heart be well kept, all is well, for out of it are the issues of life; the eruptions will vanish of course. If the heart and spirit be made new, there will be a newness of life; here therefore we must begin with ourselves; first cleanse that which is within; we then make sure work, when this is our first work. (from Matthew Henry's Commentary) 
<opentext> those who want to please man...will put on their best outward appearance...but God looks at the heart... 
<opentext> 2 Cor 7:1, Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God. (KJV) 
<opentext> These verses contain a double exhortation:-- To make a progress in holiness, or to perfect holiness in the fear of God, v. 1. This exhortation is given with most tender affection to those who were dearly beloved, and enforced by strong arguments, even the consideration of those exceedingly great and precious promises which were mentioned in the former chapter, and which the Corinthians had an interest in and a title to. The promises of God are strong inducements to sanctification, in both the branches thereof; namely, The dying unto sin, or mortifying our lusts and corruptions: we must cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of flesh and spirit. Sin is filthiness, and there are defilements of body and mind. There are sins of the flesh, that are committed with the body, and sins of the spirit, spiritual wickednesses; and we must cleanse ourselves from the filthiness of both, for God is to be glorified both with body and soul. The living unto righteousness and holiness. If we hope God is our Father, we must endeavour to be partakers of his holiness, to be holy as he is holy, and perfect as our Father in heaven is perfect. We must be still perfecting holiness, and not be contented with sincerity (which is our gospel perfection), without aiming at sinless perfection, though we shall always come short of it while we are in this world; and this we must do in the fear of God, which is the root and principle of all religion, and there is no holiness without it. Note, Faith and hope in the promises of God must not destroy our fear of God, who taketh pleasure in those that fear him and hope in his mercy

. (from Matthew Henry's Commentary) 
<opentext> what we sometimes forget, is that we spent so many years doing the works of the flesh in our body, that we get discouraged when we are not able to overcome them all at one time...this is where we need to hear Father on that which He wants us to work at...rather than making our own list 
<opentext> Titus 1:15, Unto the pure all things are pure: but unto them that are defiled and unbelieving is nothing pure; but even their mind and conscience is defiled. (KJV) 
<opentext> it is the pure in heart, that sees God, and they also remember that He is always watching.... 
<opentext> Heb 10:22-23, Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;) (KJV) 
<opentext> is it always going to be easy for our flesh, to hold fast our profession of faith? 
<shama> no not always 
<helpmate> no...the flesh sometimes whines 
<at-peace> not always 
<diligently> no, not always 
<his> no 
<ready-fish> the spirit and flesh are contrary one to another 
<opentext> 1 Pet 1:22-23, Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently: Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever. (KJV) 
<opentext> hearing and obeying God's Word...being doers of the Word, and not hearers only 
<opentext> Prov 30:5-6 Every word of God is pure: he is a shield unto them that put their trust in him. Add thou not unto his words, lest he reprove thee, and thou be found a liar. (KJV) 
<opentext> Exod 19:5-6 Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all people: for all the earth is mine: And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation. These are the words which thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel. (KJV) 
