Bible Study for Monday September 13, 1999

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day, and this time to gather together to learn from and of you. We thank you for all that you have done for us this day, and all that you have yet in store for us, through Christ Jesus our Lord… 
<opentext> Matt 5:7, Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy. (KJV) 
<opentext> definition for merciful: 
1653 eleeo , to compassionate (by word or deed, specially, by divine grace): 
1) to have mercy on 
2) to help one afflicted or seeking aid 
3) to help the afflicted, to bring help to the wretched 
4) to experience mercy, KJV-- have compassion (pity on), have (obtain, receive, shew) mercy (on). 
<opentext> The merciful are happy, v. 7. This, like the rest, is a paradox; for the merciful are not taken to be the wisest, nor are likely to be the richest; yet Christ pronounces them blessed. Those are the merciful, who are piously and charitably inclined to pity, help, and succour persons in misery. A man may be truly merciful, who has not wherewithal to be bountiful or liberal; and then God accepts the willing mind. (from Matthew Henry's Commentary) 
<opentext> [They shall obtain mercy.] Mercy is not purchased but at the price of mercy itself; and even this price is a gift of the mercy of God. What mercy can those vindictive persons expect, who forgive nothing, and are always ready to improve every advantage they have of avenging themselves? Whatever mercy a man shows to another, God will take care to show the same to him. (from Adam Clarke Commentary) 
<opentext> if we will recall, Paul writes in Gal 6, that whatever a man sows, this is what he will reap... 
<opentext> Ps 18:25-28, With the merciful thou wilt shew thyself merciful; with an upright man thou wilt shew thyself upright; With the pure thou wilt shew thyself pure; and with the froward thou wilt shew thyself froward. For thou wilt save the afflicted people; but wilt bring down high looks. For thou wilt light my candle: the LORD my God will enlighten my darkness. (KJV) 
<opentext> Nowhere do we imitate God more than in showing mercy. In nothing does God delight more than in the exercise of mercy. To us, guilty sinners; to us, wretched, dying, and exposed to eternal woe, He has shown His mercy by giving His Son to die for us; by expressing His willingness to pardon and save us; and by sending His Spirit to renew and sanctify our hearts. Each day of our life, each hour, and each moment, we partake of His undeserved mercy. All the blessings we enjoy are proofs of His mercy. If we, then, show mercy to the poor, the wretched, the guilty, it shows that we are like God. We have His Spirit, and shall not lose our reward. And we have abundant opportunity to do it. Our world is full of guilt and woe, which we may help to relieve; and every day of our lives we have opportunity, by helping the poor and wretched, and by forgiving those who injure us, to show that we are like God. (from Barnes' Notes) 
<opentext> is it always easy for the flesh to show mercy? 
<helpmate> no, it is not 
<ready2> not always no 
<at-peace> no 
<ashley> no 
<diligently> that is one of the joys Father has given to me..we get great joy in showing mercy 
<opentext> Ps 37:26-28, He is ever merciful, and lendeth; and his seed is blessed. Depart from evil, and do good; and dwell for evermore. For the LORD loveth judgment, and forsaketh not his saints; they are preserved for ever: but the seed of the wicked shall be cut off. (KJV) 
<opentext> just as Paul said, that we should be followers of him, as he is of Christ.....we need to follow God's example....and, without God's mercy, there would be no hope for us 
<opentext> Ps 41:1-2, Blessed is he that considereth the poor: the LORD will deliver him in time of trouble. The LORD will preserve him, and keep him alive; and he shall be blessed upon the earth: and thou wilt not deliver him unto the will of his enemies. (KJV) 
<opentext> [Blessed is he that considereth] God is merciful, he will have man to resemble him: as far as he is merciful, feels a compassionate heart, and uses a benevolent hand, he resembles his Maker; and the mercy he shows to others God will show to him. But it is not a sudden impression at the sight of a person in distress which obliges a man to give something for the relief of the sufferer, that constitutes the merciful character. It is he who considers the poor; who endeavours to find them out; who looks into their circumstances; who is in the habit of doing so; and actually, according to his power and means, goes about to do good; that is the merciful man, of whom God speaks with such high approbation, and to whom he promises a rich reward. (from Adam Clarke Commentary) 
<opentext> Prov 11:17-19, The merciful man doeth good to his own soul: but he that is cruel troubleth his own flesh. The wicked worketh a deceitful work: but to him that soweth righteousness shall be a sure reward. As righteousness tendeth to life: so he that pursueth evil pursueth it to his own death. (KJV) 
<opentext> Jesus Christ ministered to those that everyone else looked down on. He showed mercy and compassion on them, and gave hope and purpose to their lives, and [The merciful man doeth good to his own soul] Every gracious disposition is increased while a man is exercised in showing mercy. No man can show an act of disinterested mercy without benefiting his own soul, by improving his moral feeling. [But he that is cruel troubleth his own flesh.] We seldom see a peevish, fretful, vindictive man either in good health, or good plight of body. I have often heard it observed of such, "He frets his flesh off his bones." (from Adam Clarke Commentary) 
<opentext> it is only as we keep our mind renewed within the Word, that we will prosper and be in health, both physically as well as spiritually… it is only as we keep our mind renewed within the Word, that we will be able to show the same mercy and compassion as God 
<opentext> Ps 112:4-6, Unto the upright there ariseth light in the darkness: he is gracious, and full of compassion, and righteous. A good man sheweth favour, and lendeth: he will guide his affairs with discretion. Surely he shall not be moved for ever: the righteous shall be in everlasting remembrance. (KJV) 
<opentext> Jesus Christ is the light of every man that comes into this world, and only by living the Word, can that light shine from us... many people talk about the Word, but they do not live it....that is why James says, we have to be a doer, or one who lives the Word, and not a hearer only… many people can quote God's Word, but few want to live that which it says 
<opentext> Prov 14:21-22 He that despiseth his neighbour sinneth: but he that hath mercy on the poor, happy is he. Do they not err that devise evil? but mercy and truth shall be to them that devise good. (KJV) 
<opentext> How miserably mistaken those are that not only do evil, but devise it: Do they not err? Yes, certainly they do; every one knows it. They think that by sinning with craft and contrivance, and carrying on their intrigues with more plot and artifice than others, they shall make a better hand of their sins than others do, and come off better. But they are mistaken. God's justice cannot be out-witted. Those that devise evil against their neighbours greatly err, for it will certainly turn upon themselves and end in their own ruin, a fatal error! (from Matthew Henry's Commentary) 
<opentext> How wisely those consult their own interest that not only do good but devise it: Mercy and truth shall be to them, not a reward of debt (they will own that they merit nothing), but a reward of mercy, mere mercy, mercy according to the promise, mercy and truth, to which God is pleased to make himself a debtor. Those that are so liberal as to devise liberal things, that seek opportunities of doing good, and contrive how to make their charity most extensive and most acceptable to those that need it, by liberal things they shall stand, <Isa. 32:8>. (from Matthew Henry's Commentary) 
<opentext> Isa 57:1-2, The righteous perisheth, and no man layeth it to heart: and merciful men are taken away, none considering that the righteous is taken away from the evil to come. He shall enter into peace: they shall rest in their beds, each one walking in his uprightness. (KJV) 
<opentext> Luke 6:35-36, But love ye your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping for nothing again; and your reward shall be great, and ye shall be the children of the Highest: for he is kind unto the unthankful and to the evil. Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is merciful. (KJV) 
<opentext> Eph 4:32, And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you. (KJV) 
<opentext> if we sow mercy, we will reap mercy.....the ultimate example of love and mercy, is the example that Jesus Christ set, in giving His life for us, that we might live with Him.... 
<opentext> James 3:17-18, But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy. And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them that make peace. (KJV) 
<opentext> the only way we can operate in this type of wisdom, is by staying seated in and with Christ... 
<opentext> Col 3:2-3 Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. (KJV) 
<opentext> we have to remember, that to stay seated in and with Christ, we have to live following the example that He set for us… yet, so often, we are following the examples of this world, rather than the example of the Word 
<opentext> Definition for…Set you affection… 
1) to have understanding, to be wise , to be of the same mind, that is, agreed together, to cherish the same views, to be harmonious , to direct one's mind to a thing, to seek, to strive for 
<opentext> the only way God can work in our life, and on our behalf, is if we are in agreement with Him.... in all that we do, do we do it with the idea of being in agreement with God? 


<ready-fish> not always, sometimes we think we are in agreement, only to find out we weren't 
<diligently> no, we do not sometimes even think of that..we forget 
<his> try to...if we are of another mind the Word says He will reveal this to even us 
<at-peace> not always, am learning 
<ashley> since last night i do 
<opentext> the more we learn of God's Word, the more He will reveal of Himself to us..... we often times forget how great God's mercy is.....and yet, He asks us to operate in and of that same mercy...not always easy for the flesh to do 
<opentext> Col 3:1 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. (KJV) 
<opentext> we are to seek first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness....and we have to keep fresh in our heart and mind, that Christ is our righteousness… it is only by living Christ like, that we are able to stay seated in heavenly places in Christ Jesus....will you stay seated there this day? 
<diligently><helpmate><ashley><his><at-peace><ready-fish> yes 
<opentext> any questions from today? 
<opentext> if no questions, then the channel is open for fellowship 
