Bible Study Tuesday September 7, 1999

<shama> Father thank you for this day that you have made, and for giving us this time to come together, to learn more of your Word. We thank you that your Holy Spirit will teach us all that you have for us this day, as we open our hearts and ears to your voice. We thank you for these things through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour. 
<opentext> Col 3:4-5 When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory. Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; (KJV) 
<opentext> as we have taken an overview the last few days of part of Colossians chapter 3, now we return to these verses, and the fact that we should be living as risen with Christ…rather than acting, since we are not actors, but rather as living the Word in our lives… and, if we are risen 
with Christ...then we have to understand what Jesus Christ expects of those that are risen with Him 
<opentext> Matt 5:1-3 And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a mountain: and when he was set, his disciples came unto him: And he opened his mouth, and taught them, saying, Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. (KJV) 
<opentext> for the next few days...we are going to look at those whom Jesus Christ says are those that make up His family…again...i am going to use both Matthew Henry's as well as some of Adam Clarkes commentaries in doing this 
<opentext> From this definition we may learn, that the person whom Christ terms happy is one who is not under the influence of fate or chance, but is governed by an all-wise providence, having every step directed to the attainment of immortal glory, being transformed by the power into the likeness of the ever-blessed God...Though some of the persons, whose states are mentioned in these verses, cannot be said to be as yet blessed or happy, in being made partakers of the divine nature; yet they are termed happy by our Lord, because they are on the straight way to this blessedness. (from Adam Clarke Commentary) 
<opentext> in the past, when you have looked at this verse...Matt 5:3, Blessed are the poor in spirit: ...what have you thought the Lord referred to? 
<at-peace> those who did not know the Lord 
<diligently> blessed are they ..because they are Fathers. 
<ready-fish> wretched or miserable, those that were weak 
<shama> those that humbled themselves before the Lord 
<his> as charlene 
<opentext> Christ begins his sermon with blessings, for He came into the world to bless us <Acts 3:26>, as the great High Priest of our profession; as the blessed Melchizedec; as He in whom all the families of the earth should be blessed, <Gen. 12:3>… He came not only to purchase blessings for us, but to pour out and pronounce blessings on us; and here he does it as one having authority, as one that can command the blessing, even life for evermore, and that is the blessing here again and again promised to the good; his pronouncing them happy makes them so; for those whom he blesses, are blessed indeed… The Old Testament ended with a curse <Mal. 4:6>, the gospel begins with a blessing; for hereunto are we called, that we should inherit the blessing. Each of the blessings Christ here pronounces has a double intention… 
   1. To show who they are that are to be accounted truly happy, and what their characters are. 
   2. What that is wherein true happiness consists, in the promises made to persons ofcertain characters, the performance of which will make them happy. Now,(MH) 
<opentext> and, we are to operate in now faith, we are to be seated in heavenly places in Christ Jesus, and so we have to have an understanding, of how we obtain as well as participate in these blessings...now 
<opentext> 1. This is designed to rectify the ruinous mistakes of a blind and carnal world. Blessedness is the thing which men pretend to pursue; Who will make us to see good? <Ps. 4:6>. But most mistake the end, and form a wrong notion of happiness; and then no wonder that they miss the way; they choose their own delusions, and court a shadow. The general opinion is, Blessed are they that are rich, and great, and honourable in the world; they spend their days in mirth, and their years in pleasure; they eat the fat, and drink the sweet, and carry all before them with a high hand, and have every sheaf bowing to their sheaf; happy the people that is in such a case; and their designs, aims, and purposes are accordingly; they bless the covetous <Ps. 10:3>; they will be rich. Now our Lord Jesus comes to correct this fundamental error, to advance a new hypothesis, and to give us quite another notion of blessedness and blessed people, which, however paradoxical it may appear to those who are prejudiced,yet is in itself, and appears to be to all who are savingly enlightened, a rule and doctrine of eternal truth and certainty, by which we must shortly be judged. If this, therefore, be the beginning of Christ's doctrine, the beginning of a Christian's practice must be to take his measures of happiness from those maxims, and to direct his pursuits accordingly.(MH) 
<opentext> how often in the past, have we based our walk with God off of what we saw others doing, rather than listening to, as well as living, that which Jesus Christ said of whom comprised His kingdom? 
<shama> much in the past 
<diligently> yes ,in the past 
<ready-fish> especially in the beginning 
<opentext> 2. It is designed to remove the discouragement's of the weak and poor who receive the gospel, by assuring them that his gospel did not make those only happy that were eminent in gifts, graces, comforts, and usefulness; but that even the least in the kingdom of heaven, whose heart was upright with God, was happy in the honours and privileges of that kingdom. 
   3. It is designed to invite souls to Christ, and to make way for his law into their hearts. Christ's pronouncing these blessings, not at the end of his sermon, to dismiss the people, but at the beginning of it, to prepare them for what he had further to say to them, may remind us of mount Gerizim and mount Ebal, on which the blessings and cursings of the law were read, <Deut. 27:12>, etc.(MH) 
<opentext> as Matthew henry states...it is interesting to note, that Jesus Christ outlined these things at the beginning of His earthly ministry...not at the end...and yet how often do we look at these qualities listed in Matthew 5, as attributes for Christians? 
<helpmate> had always thought of them that way 
<shama> have not looked at them much before 
<at-peace> until a few days ago, had not seen/heard them 
<his> need to constantly remind ourselves 
<ready-fish> looked at it similar to God choosing the weak or base things of the world to confound the wise 
<now-faith> had looked at them as distinguishing qualities of those that are seeking to serve God 
<opentext> There the curses are expressed, and the blessings only implied; here the blessings are expressed, and the curses implied: in both, life and death are set before us; but the law appeared more as a ministration of death, to deter us from sin; the gospel as a dispensation of life, to allure 
us to Christ, in whom alone all good is to be had… And those who had seen the gracious cures wrought by his hand <Mt 4:23-24>, and now heard the gracious words proceeding out of his mouth, would say that he was all of a piece, made up of love and sweetness. 
   4.It is designed to settle and sum up the articles of agreement between God and man. The scope of the divine revelation is to let us know what God expects from us, and what we may then expect from him; and no where is this more fully set forth in a few words than here, nor with a more exact reference to each other; and this is that gospel which we are required to believe;… for what is faith but a conformity to these characters, and a dependence upon these promises? The way to happiness is here opened, and made a highway <Isa. 35:8>; and this coming from the mouth of Jesus Christ, it is intimated that from him, and by him, we are to receive both the seed and the fruit, both the grace required, and the glory promised. Nothing passes between God and fallen man, but through his hand. Some of the wiser heathen had notions of blessedness different from the rest of mankind, and looking toward this of our Saviour.(MH) 
<opentext> Our Saviour here gives us eight characters of blessed people; which represent to us the principal graces of a Christian. On each of them a present blessing is pronounced; Blessed are they; and to each a future blessing is promised, which is variously expressed, so as to suit the nature of the grace or duty recommended. Do we ask then who are happy? It is answered, 
   I. The poor in spirit are happy, v. 3. There is a poor spiritedness that is so far from making men blessed that it is a sin and a snare-- cowardice and base fear, and a willing subjection to the lusts of men. But this poverty of Spirit is a gracious disposition of soul, by which we are emptied of self, in order to our being filled with Jesus Christ. To be poor in spirit is, 
   1. to be contentedly poor, willing to be emptied of worldly wealth, if God orders that to be our lot; to bring our mind to our condition, when it is a low condition. Many are poor in the world, but high in spirit, poor and proud, murmuring and complaining, and blaming their lot, but we must accommodate ourselves to our poverty, must know how to be abased, <Phil.4:12>.Acknowledging the wisdom of God in appointing us to poverty, we must be easy in it, patiently bear the inconveniences of it, be thankful for what we have, and make the best of that which is. It is to sit loose to all worldly wealth, and not set our hearts upon it, but cheerfully to bear losses and disappointments which may befal us in the most prosperous state. It is not, in pride or pretence, to make ourselves poor, by throwing away what God has given us, especially as those in the church of Rome, who vow poverty, and yet engross the wealth of the nations, but if we be rich in the world we must be 

poor in spirit, that is, we must condescend to the poor and sympathize with them, as being touched with the feeling of their infirmities; we must expect and prepare for poverty; must not inordinately fear or shun it, but must bid it welcome, especially when it comes upon us for keeping a good conscience, <Heb. 10:34>. 
   2. It is to be humble and lowly in our own eyes. To be poor in spirit, is to think meanly of ourselves, of what we are, and have, and do; the poor are often taken in the Old Testament for the humble and self-denying, as opposed to those that are at ease, and the proud; it is to be as little children in our opinion of ourselves, weak, foolish, and insignificant, <Mt 18:4; 19:14>(MH). 
<opentext> 1 Cor 1:26-28 For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called: But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are: (KJV) 
<opentext> it is hard for those that have everything, according to the world, to need or depend on God..... 
<opentext> Laodicea was poor in spirituals, wretchedly and miserably poor, and yet rich in spirit, so well increased with goods, as to have need of nothing, <Rev. 3:17>. On the other hand, Paul was rich in spirituals, excelling most in gifts and graces, and yet poor in spirit, the least of the apostles, less than the least of all saints, and nothing in his own account. It is to look with a holy contempt upon ourselves, to value others and undervalue ourselves in comparison of them. It is to be willing to make ourselves cheap, and mean, and little, to do good; to become all things to all men. It is to acknowledge that God is great, and we are mean; that he is holy and we are sinful; that he is all and we are nothing, less than nothing, worse than nothing; and to humble ourselves before him, and under his mighty hand. 
   3. It is to come off from all confidence in our own righteousness and strength, that we may depend only upon the merit of Christ for our justification, and the spirit and grace of Christ for our sanctification. That broken and contrite spirit with which the publican cried for mercy to a poor sinner, is that poverty of spirit. We must call ourselves poor, because always in want of God's grace, always begging at God's door, always hanging on in his house.(MH) 
<opentext> i do not go along with the begging part...for we are to go boldly unto the throne of grace 
<opentext> Heb 4:16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. (KJV) 
<opentext> Now, (1.) This poverty in spirit is put first among the Christian graces. The philosophers did not reckon humility among their moral virtues, but Christ puts it first. Self-denial is the first lesson to be learned in his school, and poverty of spirit entitled to the first beatitude. The foundation of all other graces is laid in humility. Those who would build high must begin low; and it is an excellent preparative for the entrance of gospel-grace into the soul; it fits the soil to receive the seed. Those who are weary and heavy laden, are the poor in spirit, and they shall find rest with Christ. 
    (2.) they are blessed. Now they are so, in this world. God looks graciously upon them. They are his little ones, and have their angels. To them he gives more grace; they live the most comfortable lives, and are easy to themselves and all about them, and nothing comes amiss to them; while high spirits are always uneasy. 
    (3.) theirs is the kingdom of heaven. The kingdom of grace is composed of such; they only are fit to be members of Christ's church, which is called the congregation of the poor <Ps. 74:19>; the kingdom of glory is prepared for them. Those who thus humble themselves, and comply with God when he humbles them, shall be thus exalted. The great, high spirits go away with the glory of the kingdoms of the earth; but the humble, mild, and yielding souls obtain the glory of the kingdom of heaven. We are ready to think concerning those who are rich, and do good with their riches, that, no doubt, theirs is the kingdom of heaven; for they can thus lay up in store a good security for the time to come; but what shall the poor do, who have not wherewithal to do good? Why, the same happiness is promised to those who are contentedly poor, as to those who are usefully rich. If I am not able to spend cheerfully for his sake, if I can but want cheerfully for his sake, even that shall be recompensed. And do not we serve a good master then? (from Matthew Henry's Commentary) 
<diligently> oh..yes we do serve a wonderfully good master 
<opentext> i pray that helps open Matt 5:3 a bit for you, and tomorrow we will go to verse 4… any questions from today? 
<his> thank you larry..great study....something to share if i may 
<opentext> sure Graeme 
<his> 1 Cor 9:24 Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain. KJV 
<his> came to mind that dying to self allows Christ to win the race ...and we get past the finish line with Him 
<opentext> yes, Jesus Christ already went down this path for us, and defeated all of the foes that were there, as we follow His example, we will always triumph in Him... 
<his> in all things we are more than conquerors 
<opentext> Rom 8:37 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. (KJV) 
