Bible Study for Wednesday September 22, 1999

<at-peace> Our heavenly Father, we thank and praise you this day and for all that you have prepared for us in your Word of life that will keep us and sustain us.. we thank you Father for this time of fellowship and ask that you would guide us into all truth this day through Christ Jesus our Lord 
<opentext> Col 3:2, Set **your** affection on things above, not on things on the earth. (KJV) 
<opentext> All too often, we are more concerned about where others affections are, rather than our own. 
<opentext> 1Thes 4:11-12 And that ye study to be quiet, and to do your own business, and to work with your own hands, as we commanded you; That ye may walk honestly toward them that are without, and that ye may have lack of nothing. (KJV) 
<opentext> so often when we look at the scriptures, we read them as applying to everyone, but ourselves... 
<opentext> II Th 3:11-12 For we hear that there are some which walk among you disorderly, working not at all, but are busybodies. Now them that are such we command and exhort by our Lord Jesus Christ, that with quietness they work, and eat their own bread. (KJV) 
<opentext> 1 Pet 4:15-16 But let none of you suffer as a murderer, or as a thief, or as an evildoer, or as a busybody in other men's matters. Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God on this behalf. (KJV) 
<opentext> setting...your affections...on things above...how easy is it to become entangled in the affairs of this life down here? 
<diligently> it is so very easy, if we take our eyes and hearts off Father for even a moment 
<shama> it can be easy when we allow the distractions to become our focus 
<at-peace> sometimes it is easy to do 
<his> easy if lose focus 
<opentext> Gal 5:1 Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage. (KJV) 
<opentext> not...it says to be not entangled ...again..... Christ Jesus has delivered us from the power of darkness...yet at times we run right back to that which we have been delivered from, and become entangled in it again...and why?...because we do not keep our affections set in and on things above...we fail to remain seated in heavenly places in Christ Jesus, and allow ourselves to be pulled back into the things of this world.. 
<opentext> 2 Pet 2:20-21 For if after they have escaped the pollution’s of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning. For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them. (KJV) 
<opentext> 1 Chr 22:19, Now -set your heart and your soul- to seek the LORD your God; arise therefore, and build ye the sanctuary of the LORD God, (KJV) 
<shama> o/ 
<opentext> yes steph 
<shama> so even when we have thoughts and imaginations for a minute, that are not inline with God's Word, that is.. being entangled with the yoke of bondage? 
<opentext> this is why we cast down every thought and imagination...that attempts to exalt itself against the knowledge of God....not entertaining them...let's look at the way that Weymouth again translates the verse in the book of James... 
<opentext> James 1: 13-15 Let no one say when passing through trial, "My temptation is from God;" for God is incapable of being tempted to do evil, and He Himself tempts no one. But when a man is tempted, it is his own passions that carry him away and serve as a bait. Then the passion conceives, and becomes the parent of sin; and sin, when fully matured, gives birth to death. (Weymouth) 
<opentext> it is when we bite the bait...and continue to think in and on these temptations...that we then get led further down the broad path of destruction..this is why when those thoughts and such arise, we put God's Word on the scene, to allow His Word to fight the battle....that help steph? 
<shama> very much, thank you 
<opentext> 1 Chr 29:3, Moreover, because- I have set my affection- to the house of my God, (KJV) 
<opentext> i find that scripture very interesting, not only because it tells us to keep our affections set.....but also that it states to **our** God, since many worship a different god than we do 
<opentext> Ps 119:36-39, Incline- my heart- unto thy testimonies, and not to covetousness. Turn away mine eyes from beholding vanity; and quicken thou me in thy way. Stablish thy word unto thy servant, who is devoted to thy fear. Turn away my reproach which I fear: for thy judgments are good. (KJV) 
<opentext> as was said a bit earlier...how often are we more concerned with where and how others are doing...instead of keeping oneself on that strait and narrow path? 
<diligently> we need to seek out our own salvation with fear and trembling. 
<shama> sometimes we need to take the plank out of our own eye 
<at-peace> not so much anymore, as I am learning that I have a full-time job with keeping myself in line with Father 
<his> word asks us to prove perfect will of God..us 
<opentext> Phil 2:12, work out- your own- salvation with fear and trembling. (KJV) 
<opentext> good answers.....yes...we need to keep ourself ready....we need to study for Father's approval, so that we are always ready to have His answer, for anyone that may ask a reason of the hope that is within us.. 
<opentext> 1Thes 1:3, Remembering without ceasing- your work- of faith, and(your) labour of love, and (your) patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our Father; (KJV) 
<opentext> Heb 6:10, For God is not unrighteous to forget- your work and labour of love-, which ye have shewed toward his name, in that ye have ministered to the saints, and do minister. (KJV) 
<opentext> it is something that we need to always keep fresh in our heart and mind.....keeping oneself seated in heavenly places in Christ...keeping all of our thoughts and affections set there....serving God with all of our being... 
<opentext> 2 Pet 1:5-8, And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to (your) virtue knowledge; And to (your) knowledge temperance; and to (your) temperance patience; and to (your) patience godliness; And to (your) godliness brotherly kindness; and to (your) brotherly kindness charity. For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
<diligently> o/ 
<opentext> yes judy 
<diligently> why would we ever want to be any place else..we know better...but sometimes we make mistakes..and my heart knows very well what is right..and we still make mistakes…does that make sense what we are saying? my heart knows what we are saying.? 
<opentext> that is the sinful nature and characteristics of the flesh...that which we inherited from Adams and Eve's disobedience...just as aids is passed onto a child from the parents...so sin is passed on to all children from Adam and Eve....and the only way to be removed for that curse, or spiritual sickness...is by and through Jesus Christ, and then continuing in His Word to remain free 
<diligently> yes 
<opentext> that is why that verse just posted from Peter is so important for us to notice...that you have to add to **your** faith....virtue, only you can add to it as you seek God through His Word...no one else can do it for you 
<diligently> yes..we do understand 
<opentext> 2 Tim 2:15 Study to shew- thyself- approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.(KJV) 
<opentext> how often is it, that we are looking for man's approval, rather than God's? 
<diligently> we would like to think we look to Father for His approval and not mans any more. 
<shama> not as much as we used to, we just long to please Him, man's opinions don't matter 
<at-peace> have done that, am learning though that it is only Father that i need to be approved us, cause if i'm looking to anyone else, then my focus is not on Father 
<helpmate> used to....not much any more...if they do not like it; too bad....they can talk to Father 
<opentext> Col 3:1-2 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. (KJV) 
<opentext> today...this day...setting our affections on things above...and not on things of this earth...any questions from today? 
<diligently> o/ 
<opentext> yes judy 
<diligently> what are some of the things from above, that Father would like to have us think on..we always hear His word say that, but we want to make sure we do just as Father asks..so what are some of those things? 
<opentext> Phil 4:8-9 Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things. Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and the God of peace shall be with you. (KJV) 
<diligently> we have asked Father to show us..we did yesterday…yes, thank you 
<shama> o/ 
<opentext> yes steph 
<shama> could you please give us the defn of virtue? 
<opentext> def. for virtue from Phil 4:8...703 arete- 
1) a virtuous course of thought, a feeling and action … virtue, moral goodness 
2) any particular moral excellence, as modesty, purity 
<shama> thankyou :-) 
<opentext> in other words...think on the qualities that Christ instills in us...not that which we received from our earthly parents 
<shama> ok, yes 
