Bible Study for 26 July, 1999
<shama> Father for all that you are and all that you have done we thank you. We praise you for all that you have prepared for us in your Word this day and we open our hearts to receive that which your Holy Spirit would teach us. we give you all the honour and glory in and thru your Son Jesus Christ our Lord 

<opentext> Col 2:7-8 Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving. Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. (KJV) 
<opentext> rooted and built up in Him. not of ourselves. established in hearing His voice. not the voice of others, for His sheep know His voice, and the voice of another they will not follow. being led and guided into all truth by the Holy Spirit. not dabbling in, or listening to other spirits. and being thankful for all that Father has opened to us, yet still remaining hungry. Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit. In all things, keeping our hearts and mind focused in and on the Lord, not any person, place or thing. 

<opentext> Acts 17:18 Then certain philosophers of the Epicureans, and of the Stoicks, encountered him. And some said, What will this babbler say? (KJV) 

<opentext> the modern world of Paul's times, thought themselves to be very wise in all of the **new things** or **ideas** that were going on around. just as today, people are always looking for a new twist, or new gimmick in presenting the Word of truth. 

<opentext> Rom 1:21-22 Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, (KJV) 

<opentext> even in many of the so-called denominations today, they proclaim to be serving the living God, but in that which they teach and proclaim, they deny Him, for they teach another gospel. many proclaim to have the truth's that every Christian needs to know, however, they all come with a **price-tag** attached to them. 

<opentext> 1 Cor 1:21 For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe. (KJV) 

<opentext> even we at times, try to complicate the Word of truth more than we need to, we often times forget the simplicity that is in Christ. the Old Testament from Genesis on, tells us of God's promise to make a way for fellowship with Him again, and the New tells of the fact that God's promise has been delivered, and now will you be a partaker of it. a very simple message, that most try to complicate. any wisdom aside from God and His Word is not wisdom. it is of the father of lies. 

<opentext> 1 Cor 3:18-19 Let no man deceive himself. If any man among you seemeth to be wise in this world, let him become a fool, that he may be wise. For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. For it is written, He taketh the wise in their own craftiness. (KJV) 

<opentext> in all that i do, in all that i am, it should all be in relationship to my ability to serve the living God, not to set up and establish permanent residence here. that is why Paul said rooted and built up in Him, knowing that God's kingdom is not of this world. since the beginning of time, man has prided himself on knowledge that he has acquired, but few rely and trust in God's wisdom. 

<opentext> Prov 25:14-15 Whoso boasteth himself of a false gift is like clouds and wind without rain. By long forbearing is a prince persuaded, and a soft tongue breaketh the bone. (KJV) 

<opentext> the philosophies of this world, the religions of the this world, are like clouds without rain. they look like the real thing in every aspect, but produce nothing that will sustain life. 

<opentext> 2 Tim 3:5 Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away. (KJV) 

<opentext> they have the **form** of godliness, but deny the power of God, Christ, from such turn away. don't rub elbows with them. 

<opentext> Acts 17:16-21 PP3 It is observable that there, where human learning 
 most flourished, idolatry most abounded, and the most absurd and ridiculous idolatry, which confirms that of the apostle, that when they professed themselves to be wise they became fools <Rom. 1:22>, and, in the business of religion, were of all other the most vain in their religion, were of all other the most vain in their imaginations. The world by wisdom knew not God, <1 Cor. 1:21>. They might have reasoned against polytheism and idolatry; but, it seems, the greatest pretenders to reason were the greatest slaves to idols: so necessary was it to the re-establishing even of natural religion that there should be a divine revelation, and that centering in Christ. (from Matthew Henry's Commentary) 

<opentext> many times we think of things as being harmless, but if it denied God, and denied His Christ, that it is detrimental to our spiritual well being. man prides himself on all that he learns, and all that he acquires, but as Paul put so well, they are ever learning, but never able to arrive at the doorstep of truth, His Word being truth. 

<opentext> Col 2:8 Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the- rudiments- of the world, and not after Christ. (KJV) 

<opentext> man with his knowledge, tells us that which makes up all things, yet, how often when we look at these things, do we remember that without the Word, there would not be anything that there is. yes God made all of the elements, but He made and established them through His Word. rudiments= elementary things. 
<his> o/ 
<opentext> yes Graeme 
<his> you just answered. definition for rudiments :-) 
<opentext> how often do we remember as well as recognize the Word as the foundation and source for all that we have? for all that we are? 
<helpmate> we do most of the time 
<now-faith> more often than ever before and learning more each day 
<his> more and more 
<shama> we are learning to each day more and more 
<diligently> yes we do more every day 
<truthseeke> more often than before 
<at-peace> we do more and more each day as we continue to grow in Christ 
<truthseeke> when considering foundation. always 

<opentext> Col 2:8 Take care lest there be some one who leads you away as prisoners by means of his philosophy and idle fancies, following human traditions and the world's crude notions instead of following Christ. (Weymouth translation) 

<opentext> man's crude notions. like them trying to tell us we came from a monkey. man's crude notions. that we evolved from anything other then God's Word, when He took dust and formed it, and then breathed His life into it. 

<opentext> Col 2:9-10 For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power: (KJV) 

<opentext> how often i hear people tell me that they are lacking, and yet the Word tells us clearly, that you are complete in Him. it comes back to our doubt and unbelief of what God tells us. when is the last day, that you went through it knowing that you were complete in Him, and that one only had to be still long enough, to hear all of Father's counsel? 
<diligently> yesterday 
<shama> we have been seeing that a lot lately, as we have been learning more of who we are in Christ and wanting to please Father in all we do. 
<now-faith> today just started for us :-) 
<opentext> Jesus Christ was tempted in every manner as we are, and yet sinned not, because He always- listened to, and then obeyed- the counsel Father gave Him. 
let us not forget, that it is now faith, how i will listen to God right now, that will determine whether i will walk in obedience. knowing that He will answer now, not yesterday, not tomorrow, but right now, if i will be still long enough to hear all His counsel. many times we hear Father's counsel, but then we choose not to obey it. we see and hear Father's wisdom, but we ignore it 
<now-faith> o/ 
<now-faith> we have said that "our faith is not developed in that area", could it be that if we know enough to say that, that Father has spoken to us on it and that we are denying the power of Christ to go ahead in faith in that area? 
<opentext> several things with that, if we say our faith is not developed, what we in essence our saying, is that we do not take the time to hear Father clearly in and on that, so our answer should be, i have not heard Father clearly in and on that yet, but will share with you as soon as i do 
<now-faith> ok 
<opentext> so yes, Father has spoken to us on that, we just did not listen, and thus are now lacking in that area 
<now-faith> ok right, because if we just take it as not being developed in that area, we tend to put it on the backburner and not deal with it for now? 

<opentext> I Jn 2:20-21 But ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things. I have not written unto you because ye know not the truth, but because ye know it, and that no lie is of the truth. (KJV) 

<opentext> it all comes back to, will i take the time to hear Father on how to release that within my life 
<now-faith> ok great, thank you 
<opentext> and this is exactly what Paul was telling the people of Colossae. you have known the truth, and now you are trying to take man's philosophies, and empty ideas, and mingle them with the truth of Gods Word, and this does not work, because no lie is of the truth. we have been given all wisdom and knowledge, but to often we try to mix it with man's ideas or theologies of God, and then wonder why we end up with a gospel message without power. once Christ the Son of the living God is excluded, we have taken the power of God out of our life, and have put our salvation at great risk. 

<opentext> I Jn 2:27 But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing 

teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him. (KJV) 

<opentext> Today, this day, let us walk in the fulness, the completeness that God has made available to us. any questions from today? 
<renewed> o/ 
<opentext> yes cheryl 
<renewed> we often think as man's ideas and philosophies as being other religions, but in actuality it can be anything that takes us away from the Word? 
<opentext> yes. anything that takes away from the Word, and denies His power 
<renewed> ok thanks 
<now-faith> o/ 
<opentext> yes michie 
<now-faith> larry, we had learned that man's ideas and philosophies also included our old way of thinking and reasoning. Such as for example how we grew up with the notion that we had to prove ourself and gain acceptance from man. Would that be accurate? 
<opentext> that would be one definition of it, and also remember, that we are to walk in peace among the brethren. big difference from acceptance with the world. 
<now-faith> yes, we understand. we had seen where we were denying the power of 
Christ, because we were trying to prove our worth on our own merits and knowledge 
<shama> o/ 
<opentext> yes steph 
<shama> when some end up with a gospel message without power, cuz they have denied Christ, does this also refer to when some *water down* the message so not to offend the hearers? 
<opentext> well, it would be a message, because without Christ it would not be the Gospel massage; and yes, without Christ, it is nothing more than a cheap imitation, and of no eternal value to the hearer. at least no eternal value of life 
<shama> so it then becomes a lie? 
<opentext> if it is not 100% the truth it is a lie. 
<shama> ok thanks :-) 

